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area on Monday.PORNPROM SATRABHAYA

Shoppers use the government's 1,mﬁ-haht giveawa{f to

FEWER ELIGIBLE

The number of recipients for the next phase
of the cash rebate for spending outside home
provinces is likely to be capped at 5m. B2

AN

buy goods‘at the Tesco Lotus hypermarket in Bangkok’s Pracha Chuen

Cap in store for next
domestic travel perk

Uttama signals limit
of 5 million recipients

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

The number of recipients for the second
phase of the cash rebate for spending
outside home provinces is expected to

be limited to 5 million, says Finance
Minister Uttama Savanayana.

“There are fewer people eligible for
the scheme’s second phase than in
the first phase, and recipients could
be capped at 5 million,” he said. “The
Finance Ministry will push the second
phase before the cabinet this month
in an attempt to enable the recipients
to use their rights from November
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to December.”

The first phase of spending outside
home provinces, a part of the 316-bil-
lion-baht economic stimulus package,
comprises a 1,000-baht cash giveaway
and a 15% cash rebate for spending of
up to 30,000 baht for 10 million recipi-
ents aged 18 and up.

The cash handout needs to be spent
through the Pao Tang app at participat-
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ing shopsin specified provinces within
two weeks, while the 15% rebate can be
spentin any province. Neither perk can
be used in arecipient’s home province.
Recipients must spend the benefits
from Sept 27 to Nov 30.

The Fiscal Policy Office (FPO) esti-
mates that the economic stimulus will
boost the country’s growth by 0.2-0.3
percentage points and help the econ-
omy post 3% growth this year.

Mr Uttama said recipients from the
first phase are eligible for privileges in
the second phase.

The Finance Ministry is consider-
ing incentives for the second phase,
aimed at encouraging people to spend
in small provinces to pump money into
the rural economy.

FPO chief Lavaron Sangsnit recently
said that a higher cash rebate for spend-
ing outside home provinces and allow-
ing people to deduct some spending
from personal income tax were under
consideration for the second phase.

The ministry is trying to achieve its
economic growth target, but success
will be subject to export performance
rather than stimulus measures, Mr
Uttama said.

Mr Lavaron said 4.54 million

recipients in the first phase spent a
combined 4.3 billion baht through the
Pao Tang app, of which 4.25 billion was
disbursed from the 1,000-baht cash
handout and 42 million baht for the

News ID: C-191010001006 (10 Oct 19/02:16)
@ViQNewsClip
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cash rebate, in the first 12 days through
Oct 8.

Recipients spent 2.42 billion baht
at One Tambon, One Product shops,
community enterprises and Thong Fah
shops, 583 million baht at participating
restaurants, 55 million baht on accom-
modation and 1.2 billion baht at other
places, including 817 million baht at
multi-store retail operators.

The 10 provinces with the highest
spending were Bangkok (536 million
baht), Chon Buri (297 million baht),
Samut Prakan (184 million baht),
Pathum Thani (135 million baht), Ayut-
thaya (130 million baht), Rayong (114
million baht), Nakhon Pathom (108 mil-
lion baht), Lamphun (105 million baht)
and Chiang Mai and Nonthaburi (101
million baht each.

From Sept 23 to Oct 6, 9.69 million
registrants for the scheme received an
SMS to confirm the rebate, while 8.85
million have verified themselves on the
Pao Tang app. Some 7.93 million have
completed the verification process, and
839,773 million have not installed the
app yet.

At the Treasury Department, Mr
Uttama delivered a policy encouraging
the department to utilise state land for
community benefits, including devel-
oping tourist destinations, residences
for the elderly and marketplaces.

Healso wants the department to use
land to develop special economic zones.
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TECHNOLOGY

State agencies to become digitalised by 2022

CHATRUDEE THEPARAT

The government aims to transform all
state agencies to become fully digital-
ised within three years.

Deputy Prime Minister Somkid
Jatusripitak announced yesterday a
time frame for the digital government
development roadmap (2020-2022)
that calls for all government agencies
to become fully digitalised.

The roadmap is to be submitted to
the cabinet to make it official policy.

Mr Somkid said he ordered the Digi-
tal Government Development Agency

(DGA) to complete the roadmap by
early next month.

“With a clear roadmap, agencies are
likely to become more active in their
digital development,” he said.

DGA was founded in 2018 under the
Office of the Prime Minister to provide
services and support to all government
agencies with regard to digital govern-
ment transformation.

The agency introduced the e-gov-
ernment portal www.egov.go.th a
few years ago to serve as a central
information hub, helping people to
obtain public services provided by

different agencies.

It also developed and introduced
earlier this year the CITIZENinfo
application, offering services for those
searching for 8,000 locations of state
agencies nationwide as well as the
required documents before citizens
contact these state agencies.

Mr Somkid ordered the agency
to upgrade its e-government portal
yesterday.

He also ordered the agency to
team up with the Commerce Min-
istry and Customs Department to
develop a single window to facilitate

e-commerce, especially for very small
entrepreneurs or community business.

Sak Segkhoonthod, president and
chief executive of the DGA, said in
June the agency is attempting to con-
solidate services and licences across
all state agencies into a one-stop
online platform.

The Digital ID programme will let
citizens access their data and digi-
tal copies of their information like
birth certificates through a self-ser-
vice portal.

Within five years, at least 120 citi-
zen services and 300 business-related
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licences are expected to be available.

Mr Sak said the Digital Government
Act, passed in May, has accelerated
digital government, improving service
quality and increasing the efficiency of
back-end management.

The act covers 100,000 state agen-
cies, government hospitals, schools
and subdistrict administrations to
comply with the law.

The keys to the scheme are the digi-
talisation of internal systems in each
agency, making data and services
interchangeable, and integration lead-
ing to a one-stop service.
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