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INBrief

‘Oak’ gets reprieve
from fraud rap

BANK SCANDAL: Prosecutors have
postponed Panthongtae “Oak” Shi-
nawatra’s indictment for his alleged
invelvement in the multi-billion- baht
Krungthai Bank (KTB) loan scandal.

Prayut Petkhun, deputy spokesman
of the Office of Attorney-General, said
the decision will he made on Oct 10, as
further investigation is needed.

Mr Panthongtae and three other
suspects were initially charged with
money laundering after Mr Pan-
thongthae received a cheque worth 10
million baht that was tied to wrong-
fully-approved KTB loans worth 26
million baht.

Mr Panthengtae’s lawyer bas
written to the Department of Special
Investigation, claiming his client was
not aware that the cheque he received
was part of a fraudulent KTB loan,
and had no intention of concealing
the money.

A money laundering charge has a
statute of limitation of 15 years. Mr
Panthongtae’s case has two to three
years remaining of the statute, Mr
Prayut said.
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Case against Thaksin’s son delayed

THE NATION

PUBLICPROSECUTORS yesterday
postponed their decision on whether
to indict the son of former prime
minister Thaksin Shinawatra and
two others for money laundering, in
connection with the Krungthai Bank
loan scandal.

The Office of the Attorney
General (OAG) yesterday delayed
until October 10 their appointment
with Panthongtac Shinawatra,
Kanchanapa Honghern, who is for-
mer sceretary of Panthongtac’s
mother Khunying Pojaman na
Pombhejra, and Kanchanapa’s hus-
hand Wanchai Honghern, hecause
the Department of  Special
Investigation (DSI) had yet to suh-
mit its investigation report, said
Prayuth Phetkhun, spokesman for
the OAG,

He said the DST was investigat-
ing “manyissues” in the case, as rec-
ommended hy the OAG.

In July, the DSI recommended
that prosecutors indict Panthongtae,
Kanchanapa and Wanchai. The
OAG summoned them to appear
yesterday to hear its decision.

The trio are accused of launder-
ing money lent by the state-owned
Krungthai Bank to suhsidiaries of
property developer Krisda

News ID: B-180906003022 (6 Sep 18/05:38)

Mahanakorn in 2003 and 2004.

At that time, Thaksin was prime
minister.

Panthongtae and the two others
allegedly received cheques for Bt10
million and Bt26 million tied to the
loans.

Prayuth, the agency’s deputy
spokesman, said the trio would have
to attend in person when the indict-
ment decision is announced next
month,

On Tuesday, public prosccutors
filed a case with the Central Criminal
Court for Corruption and
Misconduct Cases against Krisda
Mahanakorn’s former top cxecutive
Vichai Krisdathanon and five other
individuals and companics for
allegedly colluding in money laun-
dering, in connection with the
Krungthai Bank loan scandal.

The OAG spokesman yesterday
declined to comment whether that
casc would affect the one against
Thaksin's son and the two others. It
was “too carly” to draw such a con-
clusion, he said.

Panthongtae’s legal team had
acted on his behalf, filing complaints
secking “justice” for him and asking
for further investigation and more
witnesses.

Complaints were filed with the
Justice Ministry, DST and QAG.
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