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GOVERNMENT

Amendment aims to help
bribe givers come clean

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI b

The Finance Ministry has proposed amend-
ing the criminal law to allow those accused
of offering bribes the opportunity to name
graft recipients and pay a fine to settle the
bribery charges, a move aimed at sternming
corruption in state procurement.

The amendment proposal comes after
three state enterprises were accused of
being involved in the recent Rolls-Royce
bribery scandal.

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha
wants to see the amendment completed
within one month, Finance Minister
Apisak Tantivorawong said, adding that
it is at the premier’s discretion to use his
special powers if he regards the National
Legislative Assembly’s deliberations as oo
time-consuming.

According to the law, those who offer
bribes face the same penalty as the bribe
recipients, even if the former did not want
to give a bribe bur were scared to disclose
such wrongdoings, Mr Apisak said.

China and several other countries have
laws that allow those who offer bribes to
confess to state officials who the graft recip-
ients are and pay a fine plus parole to settle
the charges, he said.

The legal amendment is one part of
measures to be proposed by the Finance
Ministry to stamp out corruption. All the
measures will soon be put before the cabi-
net for approval.

The Rolls-Royce scandal entailed the
purchase by Thai Airways International
of Rolls-Royce aircraft engines.

The British firm claimed it had paid off
“agents of the state of Thailand and employ-
ees of Thai Airways” when it negotiated a

. series of deals, according to a statement
i prepared for a British court.

Moreover, the British engineering firm

had admitted to bribing the national energy

r Apisak says other countries such as
China have similar laws.

giant, PTT Ple, and its petrolewm explorer
flagship, PTT Exploration and Production
Plc (PTTEP).

Mr Apisak said that lifiing the 20-year
prescription period for lawsuits is another
issue the Finance Ministry is considering,
as some corruption cases can be lengthy.

But lifting any such limitation would
have to be carefully considered because
of any violation of human rights stem-
ming from a potentially unending lawsuit,
he said.

Corruption in state procurement is
always found in three patterns, he said:
locking specifications in terms of refer-
ence and setting inappropriate refer-
ence prices in bidding, collusion, and
procurement through middlemen who
request comimissions.

The new procurement law, which will
come into force in August this year, can
address these problems because it incor-
porates graft-battling integrity pacts and
the Construction Sector Transparency
Initiative (CoST) in procurement bids, Mr
Apisak said.
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