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Cigarette Excise Tax: Bad
Money for Good Causes

he Thaitand Tobacco Monopoly
T reveals that in 2016, it has
garned a profit of Bt 8,863 million. This
is a 24.74 % increase from the previous
year. Have you ever wondered where
the profit comes from and where it
goes?

Daonoi Suttiniphapunt, TTM Man-
aging Director, telis BLT that the
increase in last year's prefit is not from
sales revenue, but from the effort of
staff and management teams in
controlling costs, cutting waste and
managing budgets effectively. This
success allowed TTM to use some of
the revenue o increase the staff's
welfare and pay their bonuses.

Last year, the government
increased the tobacco excise tax on
cigarettes with the aim of reducing the
number of smokers, especially new
smokers. Also, it is expected that the
prohikitions of the sales to persons
under the age of 20 and the sales of
separate, unpacked cigarettes in the
draft of the new Tobacco Products
Control Act will help curb new
smokers, espacially among the youths.

The TTM has a responsibility 1o
generate income to contribute to the
government. Once ils revenue
increases, their contributions will
increase as well. in 2015, the organisa-
tion contributed Bt 59,354 million to the
government. This amount of money is
used 10 supporl 3 major organisations.

They are:

1. Thai Heaith Promaotion Founda-
tion (Bt832.22 million)

2. Thai Public Broadcasting Ser-
vice {Bt 624.17 miilion)

3. Nationa! Sports Development
Fund (Bt383.60 millicn)
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