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Customs
gets tough
over toxic
imports

MORE STRINGENT CHECKS PLANNED TO REDUCE
RISING TREND OF PLASTIC AND E-WASTE INFLUX

SMUGGLED WASTE

Statistics from the Customs Department show
a big jump in the quantities of plastic and
electronic waste imported .

into Thailand. 212,051

tonnes

145,764
tonnes

o Y
5 (0
Prominent Customs
offices that found the
most smuggled waste
m Laem Chabang Seaport
SislomOiice
m Bangkok Seaport
Custom Office ..
m Bangkok Custom Office |
m Ladkrabang Cargo
Control Customs Bureau

Electronic waste

Plastic waste imports

imports

Source: Customs Department
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CUSTOMS AUTHORITIES have
tightened cargo inspection at
Thailand’s seaports in a bid to control
illegal imports of plastic and electron-
ic waste.

Environmentalists, however, were
sceptical and sawthe special measures
as only temporarily mitigating the
problem while the issue of the smug-
gling of hazardous waste has caught
the public interest. They believe once
public scrutiny is relaxed, the influx of
hazardous waste into the country will
begin again.

Customs Department deputy
spokesman Kreecha Kerdsriphan said
vesterday that from now on every con-
tainer passing through Thailand’s sea-
ports would be inspected for smug-
gled plasticand electronic waste or any
wrongdoing, while related agencies
would work together on legal amend-
ments to seal loopholes that allowed
theimportofhazardouswaste intothe
country.

The new, more stringent regula-
tions were the latest effort by the
Customs Department and the
Industrial Works Departmenttowork
together in suppressing the illegal
transboundary movement of haz-
ardous wastes in Thailand, Kreecha
said.

Customs Department data reveals
asharpincrease this yearin the quan-
tity of imported plastic and electronic
parts. In the first five months of 2018,
imported plastic waste was already
double the total plastic waste import-
ed last year, while the import of elec-
tronic parts this year also showed an
increasing trend.

Total plastic waste imports in the
first seven months of fiscal 2018 were
worth more than Bt1.344 billion, a
three-fold increase when compared to
the same period of fiscal 2017; 43 per
cent of the plastic waste came from
Japan, while 14 per cent was from the
United States, and 11 per cent from
Hong Kong.

The Customs Departmentdataalso
revealed an increasing trend in the
amount of electronic waste imported
since 2014, while the drastic surge of

hazardous waste imports began in
2017 as a result of the Chinese_ gov-

Page: 1/2

InfoQuest Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17" FL. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
EZEd help@ignewsclip.com

Clip: Full Color




The Nation

The Nation
Circulation: 68,200
Ad Rate: 2,050

Section: First Section/First Page
Date: Thursday 14 June 2018

Volume: 42 No: 55529 Page: 1A(Left)
Col.Inch: 64.97  Ad Value: 133,188.50 PRValue (x3): 399,565.50

Clip: Full Color

Headline: Customs gets tough over toxic imports MORE STRINGENT CHECKS PLANNED TO REDUCE...

ernment’s ban on the import of haz-
ardous wastes.

Kreecha said that the new cargo
inspection measures would ensure
that all containers were scanned with
an X-ray scanner, while the officers of
Customs Department and Industrial
Works Department would together
open and inspect suspicious contain-
ers.

“If the officers detect any illegal
import of electronic waste or plastic
waste, these hazardous wastes will be
reverted to the port of dispatch at the
expense of the importer,” he said.

The shipments of used plastics and
electronic parts, which can be legally
importedto Thailand with an approval
licence, are the main targets forinspec-
tion, as it was found in many previous
cases that many of these cargos were
wrongly declared to the Customs
offices and many imported shipments
did not match theinformationintheir
Customs declaration forms, Kreecha
said.

Healsostressed that the companies
found guilty in any case, would have
theirlicencesrevoked. “In order to per-
form joint inspection operation, the
Industrial Works Department would
dispatch their officers to permanently
staffseaports thathavealarge amount
of hazardous waste imports,” he said.

Despite the stricter regulations
being enforced to deal with the import
ofillegal hazardous wastes, Ecological
Alert and Recovery Thailand director
Penchom Saetang said these regula-
tions were only temporary measures
and could not fully solve the problem.

“Thereare many supportive factors
at both the international and domes-
tic levels that contribute to this prob-
lem, asthe global trend nowis forhaz-
ardous wastes to move from richer
countries to poorer countries,”
Penchom said.

Sheurged the National Council for
Peace and Order to strengthen
environmental laws and review and
reviseall signed free trade agreements
that Thailand has joined to stop the
flow of hazardous waste from trade
agreements.
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Imports of electronic and
plastic waste surge in 2018

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

Mountains of electronic and plastic waste
are stacking up rapidly in Thailand after
China banned the import of such trash
last year, say a senior official at the Cus-
toms Department.

For the five months through May, Thai-
land imported 212,000 tonnes of plastic
waste, up dramatically from 145,000 tonnes
for all of 2017, and 52,200 tonnes of e-waste,
compared with 64,400 tonnes last year, said
Chaiyut Kumkun, a spokesman for the Cus-
toms Department. Thailand imports such
waste for recycling, Mr Chaiyut said.

After China’s ban on plastic and e-waste
imports, waste has shifted here, he said.

The death of a male short-finned
pilot whale, which had 80 plastic bags
weighing 8 kilogrammes in its stomach
in Songkhla province, and a series of
crackdowns on illegally imported waste
have sparked concerns that Thailand has
become a dumping ground for the world.

Laem Chabang port is the main gate-
way to Thailand, bringing in 90% of the
imported waste, Mr Chaiyut said, adding
that 500 containers are used to load the
waste every month.

Plastic waste is subject to a 30% import
duty, while e-waste is waived. The waste
importers must have licences granted by
the Department of Industrial Works (DIW).

There are 162 cargo containers loaded
with plastic and e-waste that have been
moved to Thailand in recent months and
are being inspected, while others found
to be importing waste illegally were redi-
rected. Ofthose containers, 90 are at Laem
Chabang port, 35 at Bangkok port and 37 at
Ladkrabang Cargo Control Customs Office.

The DIW recently suspended the
licences of five recycling factories after
discovering they had imported waste for
recycling at other factories that do not
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have licences. The move came after the
DIW and police carried out an inspection
of 148 e-waste recycling factories, includ-
ing seven factories licensed to import elec-
tronic waste from abroad, after several of
them were found to be illegally importing
and processing such materials.

Deputy spokesman Kreecha Kirdsriphan
said senior officials at both the Customs
Department and the DIW last week out-
lined six solutions to tackle the problem.

The solutions include pooling informa-
tion and using big data analytics to deter-
mine whether any plants import more
waste than can be recycled; having the
Customs Department use X-rays to scan
all cargo containers that import scrap for
recycling; making importers pay the costs
incurred from redirecting waste; and form-
ing a committee to set measures to curb
loopholes and raise penalties.
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