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WELFARE FOR 14-15M EXPECTED

The Finance Ministry expects 14 million to
15 million low-income earners to register for 1
welfare this year.

Permanent secretary Somchai Sujjapongse
said the ministry planned to increase assis-
tance for low-income earners who register for
welfare this year. '

Those aged above 18 years with yearly
incomes of no more than Bt100,000 and
deposits of no more than Bt100,000 are eligi-
ble to register from April 3 to May 15. Owners

- of houses with an area of more than 25 square

wah (100 square metres) or of condominiums
with space of more than 35 square metres do
not qualify.

Registration can be made at the Bank for
Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives,
Government Savings Bank, Krungthai Bank,
the Comptroller-General's Department
(provincial comptroller’s office) and district
offices in Bangkok.
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More incentives for e-payment sign-up

POVERTY SCHEME: Reqwrements to qualify

P v N
B Thai X4 Aged 18 or E Unemployed : &R Have deposits, savings
nationality i older (born orearning :  certificates or bonds not
before May not more : exceeding 100,000 baht
16, 1999) than 100,000 |  in total in a particular
bahtin 2016 !  period

£3 Not own any property, or if they do, must comply with the conditions below:
5.1) Land and house together
(1) Residential use
(1.1) Single-detached house or townhouse with area of no more
than 25 square wah
(1.2) Condominium with area not exceeding 35 square metres
(2) Land for residential and agricultural purpose not exceeding 10 rai.
They may own land not exceeding one rai if used for other
purposes
5.2) Land separate from home
(1) Land not exceeding one rai if used for other purposes
(2) Land not exceeding 10 rai if used for resndentlal and
agricultural purposes

Source: Finance Ministry , POSTgraphics

Lower utility bills,
free transport in 2017

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

(38
People who sign up for the next round of
registration for the government’s welfare
and subsidy scheme through the national
e-payment systemn may get a 50% discount
on utility bills.

Those who qualify under Finance Min-
istry requirements will receive chip cards
that can be used for discounts of perhaps
up to 50% off when they pay for electricity
and tap water bills, said Finance Minister
Apisak Tantivorawong.

Registration will run from April 3-May
15 at Krungthai Bank, the Government
Savings Bank and the Bank for Agriculture
and Agricultural Cooperatives.

The ministry criteria require applicants
to be unemployed or have annual income
of no more than 100,000 baht last year to
receive aid under the programme. They




must also have savings, bonds and sav-
ings certificate worth les$ than 100,000
baht combined.

Applicants must be Thai nationals aged
18 or older.

Those who already registered for the
scheme last year are required to sign up
again to update their information.

Some 8.27 million people signed up for
subsidies and welfare in 2016, but almost 7
million were qualified to receive a one-off
cash handout. Those earning up to 30,000

" baht a year were entitled to 3,000 baht per
person, and those earning from 30,000 to
100,000 baht a year were entitled to 1,500
baht per person.

Permanent secretary for finance Som-
chai Sujjapongse expects 14-15 million
low-income earners will register for the
next round. .

He said a cash handout will not be
included in this year’s subsidies as the
economy is picking up.

_ Cash giveaways to the poor were neces-
sary last year as crop prices tumbled, said

~Mr Somchai.

The ministry will focus on free rides on

public buses and trains as well as utility
bill discounts this year for those at the
bottom rung of the economic ladder. It is
mulling giving either a discount of up to
50% for electricity and tap water bills or
making entire bills free, he said.

The ministry may offer a cheap pre-
mium of 99 baht a year for compensation
insurance to low-income earners who
register for the scheme, said Mr Sornchai.
Those insured will receive daily compen-
sation of 300 baht if they are hospitalised
for 20-30 days.

He said the ministry is also consider-
ing a separate subsidy of 500 or 1,000
baht a month to help the needy pay
their rents.

Those who qualify for the scheme will
receive their chip cards by June, said Mr
Somchai.

With the e-payment system, the gov-
ernment expects to be able to direct wel-
fare and subsidies to targeted groups.
The hope is this method alleviates some
of the government’s budgetary burden
from providing blanket welfare schemes
as in the past. ¥
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