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- Finance Ministry plans
‘reforms in five areas

APISAK HOPES TO MAKE THAILAND REGIONAL TRANSPORT HUB

THENATION | |-

THE FINANCE Ministry is going
ahead with economic reforms in
five areas, while standing ready to
invest in infrastructure in the hope
of making Thailand a transport
hub for the CLMV (Cambodia,
Laos, Myanmarand Vietnam) sub-
region. _

Speaking at an event called
“SET in the City 2017 yesterday,
Finance  Minister  Apisak
Tantivorawong said the economic
reforms would target national

infrastructure, the manufacturing
sector, taxation, wealth inequality,

and fiscal stability.
The infrastructure reform is an
important issue, particularly

regarding transportation, which
will be a key driver to enhance
Thailand’s competitiveness, he
said. At present, the Thai trans-
portation system lags behind other
countries’

Apisak said he hoped Thailand
would become the transpertation
centre for CLMV.

Apart from a plan to make Thai

trains capable of speeds of 100-
120km/h to lower transportation
costs, he said Thailand would be
developed as an aviation hub.

‘Public investment must occur’

“Today, Europe and the United
States are confronting a lot of
uncertainties. We have to depend
on ourselves, and public invest-
ment must occur. Now, weTe try-
ingtodevelopinfrastructurein sev-
eral areas that could boost eco-
nomic growth, We insist that pub-
lic investment is not for free, there
will be a return in the future,
Apisak said.

The mostimportant thingisthe
reform on fiscal discipline and sta-
hility, hesaid, adding that if money
was spent continuously, fiscal sta-
bility would face a problem.
Therefore, the ministry has pro-
posed laws involving fiscal and
monetary discipline, the budgets
for which are under review by the
Council of State.

“What we hope for is that once
the economic reform is complete,
the foundations will be estab-
lished,” he said.

In regard to the fiscal and mon-

- etarysector, ifany countries do not

adjust, they will notbeabletoapply
new technologies and they will be
left behind, he said.

Kesara Manchusri, president of
the Stock Exchange of Thailand,
said more than 100,000 partici-
pants were expected to attend the
“SET in the City” investinent expo,
which started yesterday and will
run until Sunday at Royal Paragon
ifall, Siam Paragon.

Commenting on the deadly
attacks this week near the British
Parliament, she said she believed
that there would be no impacts on
globalstock markets, includingthe
Thai bourse.
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An automated X-ray scanner syster
will be installed at baggage conveyor
belts in 11 intemationai airports nation-
wide by 2019 to crack down on smug-
. gling and tighten security, the Customs
Department says.

Director-general Kulit Sombatsiri
. said the total investment is worth 1 bil-
" lion baht and Suvarnabhumi airport
will get the first system.

“We will gradually install the
automated X-ray scanners at Don
¢ Mueang and other airports later,’ Mr
! Kulit said. “From 2019, every bag-
. gage arrival at Thai airports will be

11 airports in queue for X-ray scan

scanned thoroughly”

He said the high-resolution X-ray
scanners can detect drugs, weapons,
prohibited plants and smuggled goods,
as well as the precursors of drugs and
weapons of mass destruction.

If the X-ray scanner detects ille- '

'gal objects in the baggage on the
conveyor belt, that particular bag-
gage will be tagged and the system
will send a notiee to the command
roeim automatically.

Once the baggage owners show up,
they will be questioned by officials for
investigations later on.

Mr Kulit said the system is used in_

South Korea and other Asian countries.

Passengers wait
for luggage at
Suvarnabhumi
airport.
Autamated X-ray
scanners will be
installed at
international
airporis to
examme arriving
baggane. AFICHIT
JINAKUL

ners

“Those countries where they are
using this systern say the system is very
efficient,” he said.

The terms of reference for the X-ray
scanner installation are expected to
be settled in May, after which time the
Customs Department will call for bids
on supply and installation.

“The installation should begin
within fiscal 2018, and the first scan-
ner will be used by 2019,” Mr Kulit
said after yesterday's meeting of the
World Customs Organization {WCO)
in Bangkok.

He said the meetingincluded discus-
sions about security — especially how

1o protect borders from acts of terrorism

- as well as training and information-
sharing by representatives of 20 Asia-
Pacific member countries.

The WO Security Programme was
created by G7 member countries in
the belief that customs officiais should
play a vital role in protecting national
borders and countering terrorism and
violent extremism.

The programme encourages mem-
bers to adopt relevant technical assis-
tance such as the WCO's Programme
Global Shield, which aims to hinder
terrorist organisations’ ability to obtain
improvised explosive devices by divert-
ing chemicals and other parts used in
the manufacture of IEDs, ¢

O
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