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Customs shifts priorities
as revenue takes a dip

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

The Customs Department's revenue co-
tinues to fall after a srring of {ree wade-
related tax reductions and other recent
cuts, its chief says.

The department’s revenue has fallen
in line with tax cuts to comply with the
Asean Free Trade Area (AFTA} accord
and its recent change in tax structure,
although international trade activities
are expanding, said director-general
Kulit Sombatsiri.

The tax-collecting agency has a rey-
enue target for this fiscal year of 120 bil-
tion baht.

It gathered 42.2 billion baht in the five
maonths to February, missing its target
by 16.9% and down 12.7% over the same
period a year before.

The falling tax revenue could be atirib-
uted 1o a number of importers using tax
privileges under AFTA, he said, adding
that importers have shipped in around
7,000 cars to Thailand from Indonesia.

Even though the department could
miss its revenue collection target this
fiscal year, Mr Kulit said H would attemipt

to bring in at least 100 billion baht by
stemming loopholes used for tax evasion,
improving the efficiency of tax collection
and clamping down on smuggling.

Due to the falling revenue, the Cus-
toms Department has also adjusted iiself
1o focus more on facilitating convenience
for cross-border trade and protecting
society by cracking down on criminal
elements, he said.

Customs has launched a programine
which allows manufacturers to send
details of their imported and exported
products in advance to let the department
know the applicable tax rates and thus
speed up the process, he said.

Collecting tax revenue is now the
department’s second priority, said
Mr Kutit.

For the planned installation of auto-
mated X-ray scanner systems at bag-
gage conveyor belts in 11 international
airports nationwide, he said that the
muove is largely aimed at cracking down
on smuggled items including drugs, as
well as preventing crime and terrorism.

The installation is expected to be com-
pleted by 2019#
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