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B73lb-n approved for 10,000

projects in provincial clusters

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

‘The Budget Bureau has approved a supple-
mentary budget for 18 provincial clusters
worth 73 billion baht to be spent on around
10,000 projects.

Director-general Somsak Chotratana-
siri said the approved funds are part of the
government's extra 190 billion baht mid-
year budget for fiscal 2017 intended to spur
upcountry growth.

The 73 billion baht has been allotted for
small projects with an average investment of
7.5 million each for provinces nationwide.

Mr Somsak said the bureau had in fact
earmarked 75 billion baht, but lowered
the total to 73 billien as projects in some
provinces were not yet ready to mave for-
ward collectively.

The remaining 2 billion baht that cannot
be spent this year will be returned to the
central budget for other projects, which also
must help boost local income.

He said once the budget is disbursed
to the clusters, bidding will be able to
commence on the projects and procure-
ment contracts with suppliers will be
secured immediately.

This process is not anticipated to take
longer than three months.

“Some 60-70% of the 73 billien baht
should be able to be disbursed by the end
of December. These projects are mainly the
development of local roads, reservoirs and
irrigation systems,” said Mr Somsak.

The developmern budget is part of the
government's plans to disburse investmert
to provincial areas to boost the competitive-
ness of the industrial, agriculture, tourism
and service sectors there, as well as improve

quality of life and the environment.

This is the first time the government
has allocated fiscal budget for developing
provincial areas under the clusters plan
instead of granting funds to each province,
which has resulted in some collective plan-
ning issues.

“We have to admit that they don’t have
experience in making plans together. Nor-
mally they create projects for their own
provinces, They also lack experience in
looking at the big picture as they are used
to thinking about one province only, which
has resulted in making a flood prevention
system in one province that ends up redi-
recting water to another one, rather than
lcoking at how to prevent flooding in the
whole region,” he said.

Therefore, for the 2018 fiscal year start-
ing Oct 1 this year, Deputy Prime Minister
Somkid [atusripitak has directed the bureau
to regroup the budget from 18 clusters to
six regions.

“Even though we have seen some prob-
lems in the first year due to their inexperi-
ence, we won't deny that we can't single out
cach province as development in one will
impact another, so we should develop the
country as a whole, What we need ta do is
adjust the plan to make it easier for them
to follow,” said Mr Somsak.

For example, instead of having a tour-
ism development plan strictly for Phuket,
it should be done jointly with neighbouring
Krabi and Phang Nga, he said.

The six regions comprise the northern,
southern, eastern, northeastern and central
provinces, and the Fastern Economic Cor-
ridor, which includes Rayong, Chon Buri,
Chacheongsao, and Samut Prakan.
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