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The American Chamber of Commerce in Thaitand, led by Judy

. TAX SEMINAR:
titled ‘Excise Tax Reform: Impact On

! Benn, executive director, organised a seminar
Doing Business In Thailand', with Wisut Srisuphan, deputy finance minister, giving
the opening speech, at the hallroom, Sheraton Grande Sukhumvit Hotel. From left,
Janesh Baweja, Paul Sumner, Quentin Job, Ms Benn, Suchitra Lachawattanapinyo,

Mr Wisudhi, Nutthakorn Utensute, Malika Bhumivarn and Florina Vistal. o
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Lucky winners from debit card
usage expansion scheme!

A WManagement of the Ministry of Finance, Bank of Thatland, and commercial ba‘_ni;s took photos wilh the Iuckyﬁwinners from

the dehit card usage expansion scheme for July 20_17.

by the Ministry of Finance under the National
e-Payment Master Plan in order to promote debit card usage
and installation of electronic data capture (EDC) devices.
With broader use of debit cards and EDC devices, cash-handling
costs and transaction costs in Thailand will be reduced, while
efficiency and national competitiveness will improve.

I l ‘he debit card usage expansion scheme was initiated

Prizes, through a verifiable randomized manner, are |

given to lucky winners from both sides, the debit card users as
well as the shops that accept payments through EDC machines
under this scheme. The monthly lucky winner scheme runs for
12 consecutive months from June 2017 (data of transactions
occurred in previous month) onwards. The jucky winner list
for July 2017 has been announced. A total of 1,007 prizes,
valued at 6.75 million Baht, will be distributed to lucky
winners. The prizes are sponsored by the Government Lottery
Office.

Dr. Somchai Sujjapongse, Permanent Secretary for
Finance, chaired the prize-giving ceremony held on July 26,
2017. The winners in the categories of debit card user and
EDC-equipped merchant were Ms. Palista Soontara and
Prasit Service Partnership Ltd., respectively, each winning
1,000,000 Baht. ‘ '

On this occasion, Mr. Narin Kalayanamitr, Chief

_Inspector General of the Ministry of Fimance. and

Ms. Sirithida Phanomwan Na Ayutthaya, Assistant Governor
Payment Systems Policy and Financial Technology Group,
Bank of Thailand, presented the second prizes to the lucky
winners. The remaining prizes will be transferred to the lucky
winners bank accounts.

Since the launch, this scheme has helped boost the
Thai debit card market, which now has 54.2 million debit
cards from various financial institutions in circulation. During
the second quarter of 2017, debit card usage paid for goods




Ministry of Finance’s Vision:

“Being Fiscal and Ecg

and services through EDC devices was on average equal to
5.5 million transactions per month. This was a surge of
approximately 30 percent compared to the same period last
year, in which on average tltere were 4.3 million transactions
per month. In terms of value, dverage monthly spending
was ‘equal to 10,000 million Baht during April-June 2017,
Moreover, since March 2017, the two authorized EDC
distributors under the debit card usage expansion scheme,
namely TAPS Group and the E-Payment Consortium, have
aiready installed 150,000 devices at over 90,000 commercial
venues and government agencies.

During .the next 10 months, until May 2018, lucky
winners of each month will have a chance to win over 1,001
prizes for debit card wsers, and between 6-30 prizes for
EDC-equipped merchants. One transaction gives one chance
of being the lucky winner of each side. The lucky winners list
will be announced monthly on the 16" of each month at
www.epayment.go.th. :

Follow the Ministry of Finance news:-

,% www.mof.go.th

ti Ministry of Finance News Station.
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A Dr. Somchai Sujjapongse, Permanent Secrefary for Finance, Mr. Narin
Kalayanamitr, Ghiel Inspectar General of the Ministry of Finance, and Ms. Sirithida
Phanomwan Na Ayutthaya, Bank of Thailand Assistant Governor, along with the
first-prize winners, Ms. Palista Soontara (dehit card user category) {tight).
and Prasil Service Partnership Lid. {ENC-equipped merchanl category) (tefi).
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e-Payment

VI T,

B A The Ministry of Finance Chief inspector General, and the Bank of Thailand
B Assistant Governor, presented the secand prizestothe fucky winners inthe debitcard
l user and EDC-equipped merchant categories.
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- LOTTERY

Probe hunts
for resale |
racketeers

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIR!

The Government Lottery Office (GLO}

is investigating suspected abuse oflot-

tery distribution quotas after some
lettery tickets purchased by vendors
were allegedly resold to other sellers.

Reselling ticket quotas is against
the law.

GLO director Chalongrat Nak-
arthit said the National Council for
Peace and Order, the 1st Army Region
and police were conducting a joint
probe into a number of lottery ticket
| batches bought by retailers.

: The probe was ordered by 1st Army
Region commander Lt Gen Apirat
Kongsompong, who also serves as
chairman of the GLO board.

At least 180 vendors who bought
more than 900 lottery ticket books
from the GLO may have resold them
to other selters or brokers, according
to Maj Gen Chalongrat.

If true, the GLO would revoke its
contracts with those vendors, he said.

The GLO director said the office
has repeatedly warned vendors and
retailers not to sell tickets to other lot-
tery sellers or brokers. They are bound
by their contracts with the GLO to
only sell tickets to customers.

The concemn is that reselling tickets
to other sellers would cause the lot-
tery ticket supply to be manipulated
which could lead to ticket prices being
jacked up and rampant profiteering.

Maj Gen Chalongrat said if any
vendors were found to be involved
in re-selling tickets, they would lose
their purchase quota for life.

The law bans tickets held by ven-
dors being sold in combination with
the tickets of other sellers or to be
exchanged for tickets of other sellers.

The same rule also applies to an
arrangement in which vendors or
brokers make advance purchases
of lottery tickets, according to Maj
Gen Chalongrat.
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