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POLITICS

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Finance Ekniti Nitithanprapas.

PHOTOS: CHANAT KATANYU

= g ‘
Sirikanya Tansakul, a party-list MP and
deputy leader of the People’s Party.

Opposition wants
budget cut further

AEKARACH SATTABURUTH

Opposition MPs yesterday pressed the
government to slash the 2027 budget
by tar more than the 11.16 billion baht
already trimmed by a special commit-
tee, as the House of Representatives
opened the bill's second reading.

Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithan-
prapas, who chaired the special com-
mittee vetting the budget bill, said the
cuts were based on the necessity and
agencies’ performance, while increases
in allocations were considered only for
those deemed necessary and appropri-
ate. He also said the cuts were in line
with current economic conditions,
could be implemented and would help
the budget deliver maximum value to
the country and its people.

Democrat leader and list-MP Abhisit
Vejjajiva called for the overall budget to
be cut by 150 billion baht, saying there
were more than 200 billion baht in off-
budget tfunds and additional money
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expected from the government’s bor-
rowing programme.

Democrat list-MP Korn Chatika-
vanij, also a former finance minister,
proposed a much larger cut, calling
for 10% to be removed from all budget
items and allowing the cabinet to redis-
tribute the money.

Main opposition People’s Party (PP)
MP Sirikanya Tansakul said civil service
reform remained necessary, as fixed
expenditures accounted for 73.6% of
the budget.

While an early retirement scheme the
government is launching could help, Ms
Sirikanya floated a proposal that could
be implemented more quickly.

Her proposal targeted allocations for
reserves, contributions and compen-
sation payments to the Government
Pension Fund, which total 71.4 billion
baht in the 2027 budget, up 46.54 bil-
lion baht. She said the law requires the
government to set aside at least 20% of
its annual civil service pension budget
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SPENDING SHIFTS

Key figures in the 2027 Budget Bill

BUDGET BUDGETCUTS SECTION ._
3 A8 11162 41 Qv 0,

trillion baht sitiion batk for government for state agencies,
: agencies, as proposed : parliament, courts,
— by the cabinet and independent
— based on necessity and | constitutional E
S— appropriateness organisations and -

pubhc prosecutors i

Ministry of Education 126,{)82 748
Ministry of Public Health 55,854 Y414
Ministry of Industry 2,707 v 141
Other government agencies not 41,956 A 448
under ministries and those under

the PM's supervision

Provinces and provincial clusters 4275 vl
State enterprise agencies 73,748 ve
Parliamentary agencies 3,012 v4]
Courts 8,690 v 115
Independent public agencies 7,858 A42
and public prosecutors

Local administrative organisations 218,792 ¥ 935
Other state agencies 207 v0.1

Central Fund 699,924 A 6,044
Office of the Prime Minister 23,968 wvii2
Ministry of Defence 90,728 V1,228
Ministry of Finance 15,965 v 303
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 4,039 ¥5
Ministry of Tourism and Sports 3,840 v 85
Ministry of Social Development 22378 vl
and Human Security

Ministry of Higher Education, 47158 ¥ 366
Science, Research and Innovation

Ministry of Agriculture and 53,050 v682
Cooperatives

Ministry of Transport 166,014 ¥ 626
Ministry of Digital Economy 5511 v 25

and Society (100,000 baht)
Ministry of Natural Resources 14,375 v 3,129 Thai Red Cross Society 9,703 v20
and Environment Royal offices 9904 nochange
Ministry of Energy 1,266 v 29 Integrated plans 69,795 w45l
Ministry of Commerce 4,126 v23 Human resources/personnel plans 852,674 A3
Ministry of Interior 226,929 V912 Revolving funds 299,329  A4,472
Ministry of Justice 16,437 v 155 Public debt management 462,470  no change
Ministry of Labour 68,461 v 157 programmes

Ministry of Culture 5,722 vi8 Expenditure to compensate 71,038 nochange

treasury balance

Source: Parliament Unit: million baht BANGKOK POST GRAPHICS

as areserve until the fund exceeds three  she said, adding that this reserve should Ms Sirikanya said this could reduce

times the annual pension budget. reflect actual risks instead of being the amount the government needs
As pension payments continue to  fixed at three times the annual pen- to set aside by nearly 100 billion baht
rise, the required reserve alsoincreases,  sion budget. ayear.
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PM appoints 3 data centre experts

New policy panel to
oversee big operators

POST REPORTERS

Prime Minister Anutin Chamviralul
has appointed three experts to the Data
Center Business Policy Committee,
taking its membership to 21, a Gov-
ernment House source said.

The appointments were made under

a Prime Minister’s Office regulation
allowing the prime minister to name
up to three experts to the committee.

The appointees are Chot Trachu,
former permanent secretary of the
Natural Resources and Environment
Ministry; Supot Teachavorasinskun,
former dean of Chulalongkorn Uni-
versity’s Faculty of Engineering; and
Thira Jearsiripongkul, vice-rector for
administration at Thammasat Univer-
sity’s Rangsit Centre.

Their appointments took effect
on Thursday and were reported to

a meeting chaired by Deputy Prime
Minister and Finance Minister Ekniti
Nitithanprapas on Friday. They will
serve two-year terms and may serve
no more than two terms.

The committee is chaired by a
deputy prime minister, with the digi-
tal economy and society, interior and
energy ministers as vice-chairpersons.
Fourteen ex-officio members include
senior officials from ministries and
state agencies. The secretary-general
of the National Economic and Social
Development Council is a member

News ID: C-260908001095 (8 Sep 26/04:51)
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and secretary.

It proposes policies and standards
for agencies overseeing data centre
operators, monitors their impact,
reports to the cabinet and oversees
implementation. Project approvals
must weigh economic benefit, clean
energy, energy security, fair pricing,
resource allocation, urban planning,
fire safety, environmental protec-
tion, community well-being and
data sovereignty.

Separately, Natural Resources
and Environment Minister Suchart

Chomldin ordered authorities to speed
up removal of oil-contaminated waste-
water and sediment from the DAMAC
Digital Thailand data centre in Bang-
kok's Rama IX area.

Pollution Control Department
Director-General Surin Worakijtham-
rong said about 30 cubic metres of
wastewater had been taken from an
external drain, with work 60% com-
plete. Volatile organic compound levels
at one site fell from 3ppm on Thursday
to 1.2ppm. Pumping and disposal were
due to resume yesterday.
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WELFARE

Approved applicants warned to verify

POST REPORTERS

More than 500,000 newly approved
state welfare applicants have yet to
verify their identities, putting their eli-
gibility to receive benetits from Oct 1
at riskif they do not complete their so-
called e-KYC by Sept 30.

Electronic Know Your Customer, or
e-KYC, is a digital identity-verification
process used to confirm that applicants
are who they claim to be before they can
receive state benefits.

Deputy government spokeswoman
Lalida Persvivatana said yesterday that
500,087 ofthe 3,139,886 newly approved
applicants had yet to complete e-KYC
as of Sept 4.

Of those required to undergo the

verification process, 2,613,730 had
successtully confirmed their identi-
ties, while 26,069 had attempted e-KYC
but were unsuccessful, according to
Finance Ministry data.

Ms Lalida urged applicants in the
2026 State Wellare Registration Pro-
gramme to check their status and
complete the requirements for their
category before the deadline.

Applicants who complete e-KYC by
Sept 30 can begin receiving benefits on
Oct 1.

Verification will remain available
after that date, but those who have not
completed it by Sept 30 will not start
receiving benefits on Oct 1.

Newly approved applicants can
complete e-KYC through the Pao Tang
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application or at Krungthai Bank, Gov-
ernment Savings Bank, the Bank for
Agriculture and Agricultural Coopera-
tives, the Government Housing Bank or
the Islamic Bank of Thailand.

Those using the Pao Tang app should
ensure their status shows three green
check marks, while those using a bank
should confirm that the verification
was successful.

Krungthai Bank and Pao Tang will
accept e-KYC verifications until Jan 12,
2027.

The other four banks will provide the
service until Oct 14 this year.

The 6,366,645 existing welfare card-
holders who remain eligible and have
already verified their identities do not
need to repeat the process.
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The limited commemorative 20-baht coin for the 33rd Southeast Asian
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