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Competitiveness ‘needs boost’

The

" BANGKOK

BUSINESS SUMMIT

104
Reinvent THAILA_ND, Resi___l_ignt ASEAN

&

PM vows to make nation
attractive to investors

JUTAMAS TADTHIEMROM

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has
pledged to boost Thailand’s competitive-
ness and attract more foreign investment
as the country faces major economic and
technological challenges.

Speaking at the Bangkok Business Summit
2026 yesterday, Mr Anutin said the govern-
ment had a responsibility to make Thailand
easier and more predictable for businesses
seeking to invest for the long term.

“That means clearer rules, faster deci-
sions, reliable infrastructure, better access
to clean energy and digital capacity, and a
workforce ready for new industries,” he said.

The forum, held under the theme “Rein-
vent Thailand, Resilient Asean’, was organ-
ised by the Joint Standing Committee on
Commerce, Industry and Banking (JSCCIB),
which comprises the Thai Bankers' Asso-
ciation, Board of Trade of Thailand and

News ID: C-260904001016 (4 Sep 26/05:18)
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RIGHT
Prime Minister Anutin Chamvirakul, centre,
poses with Joint Standing Committee on
Commerce, Industry and Banking chairman
Payong Srivanich, fourth from left, Finance
Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas, fourth from
right, and business leaders at the Bangkok
Business Summit 2026 at Queen Sirikit National
Convention Center yesterday.PHOTOS BY
NUTTHAWAT WICHIEANBUT

Federation of Thai Industries.

Mr Anutin said Thailand’s experienced
workforce, strong industrial base and loca-
tion at the heart of Southeast Asia offered
advantages to businesses looking to expand
in the region.

“Thailand offers depth — itisn’t just a
good location on a map,” he said.

He identified four major challenges facing
Thailand and other countries: a fragmented
world, artificial intelligence (AI), climate
change and an ageing society.

Thailand mustwork with countries around
the world despite geopolitical divisions and
adopt AT and other advanced technologies
to improve efficiency and the quality of its
workforce, he said.
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“Thailand must aspire to be more than
simply auser of technologies developed else-
where,” he added.

Mr Anutin said climate change was forcing
businesses to become more forward-looking,
while the government needed to turn the
ageing society into a “longevity economy’,
creating opportunities in healthcare, well-
ness, tourism and technology.

He said Thailand also wanted to move
beyond being merely an assembly base,

distributor or market and become a busi-
ness partner for investors.

“Thailand is ready to be more than your
production base or sales market,” he said.
“We want to be your partner in building the
industries that will shape the future”

The government is reviewing more
than 7,000 rules and regulations that may
unnecessarily burden people and busi-
nesses, Mr Anutin said, as part of efforts
to make Thailand a more attractive invest-
ment destination. | e

He said investment should also contribute i
to the wider Thai economy by developing BANGK@K
human capital, strengthening local suppliers, IUllNll! SUMMIT
training Thai workers, supporting small and Potnussat THARLAND, Rualiont ASSAN
medium-sized enterprises and creatingnew oo -

knowledge and capabilities. Prime Minister Anutin Chamvirakul delivers a
JSCCIB chairman Payong Srivanich called keynote speech at Bangkok Business Summit
for closer cooperation between the govern- 2026, pledging to boost the country’s

ment and pl:ivate sector .to make Thailand competitiveness and attract more foreign
more attractive to global investors. investment.

He urged businesses to identify obstacles
to investment and productivity while ensur-
ing small and medium-sized enterprises
were not left behind.

“We must identify the obstacles holding
back investment and productivity,” he said.
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Ekniti pushes regional
economic integration

POST REPORTERS

Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister
Ekniti Nitithanprapas has outlined a vision
to position Thailand and Asean as a network
of “trusted connectors” capable of navigating
an increasingly fragmented global economy.

Speaking at the Bangkok Business Summit
2026 yesterday, Mr Ekniti said Thailand's “New
Horizon" strategy should harness the region’s
strengths to create new engines of growth while
responding to a world increasingly shaped by
geopolitical divisions.

Openness remains at the heart of the Thai
and Asean economies, which have grown
through trade, investment and global connec-
tivity, he said. Asean continues to attract inter-
national investment as global companies seek
regions offering growth, stability and greater
supply-chain resilience.

Mr Ekniti said the concept of a “frusted con-
nector’, promoted by Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul, had taken on greater economic
significance as global competition increasingly
requires not only efficiency but also security
and trustworthiness.

He identified four major forces reshaping
the global economy: geopolitics and geoeco-
nomics, artificial intelligence, climate change
and ageing societies. All have cross-border
implications, he said, and none can be effec-
tively addressed byindividual Asean countries
acting alone.

On geoeconomics, the finance minister
said tariffs, export controls, subsidies and
stricter rules of origin were reshaping trade
and investment. Global companies were no
longer focused solely on low costs but were
increasingly seeking reliable locations with
diversified supply chains and the capacity to
withstand economic disruptions.

Artificial intelligence, meanwhile, is turning
into a new source of productivity and com-
petitive power. Access to semiconductors,
computing capacity, data and skilled workers
will increasingly influence economic security,
he said.

Asean should therefore look beyond com-
peting to attract data centres and Al invest-
ment. The region should work to make
technology widely accessible to small and
medium-sized enterprises, businesses and
the public.

Mr Ekniti cited the linkage of Thailand's pay-
ment systems with Singapore as an example

BAN
BUSINESS SUMMIT

—_—
Babreunt THAIAND, Raaliisnt ASEAN

Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas delivers
a keynote address on ‘Unlocking the New
Regional Growth Engine with Thailand’s New
Horizon' at the summit yesterday.

of regional digital cooperation. Asean could
turther expand digital infrastructure, develop
Al talent, promote Al adoption among SMEs
and ramp up efforts against online scams,
with the proposed Asean Digital Economy
Framework Agreement expected to acceler-
ate such integration.

On energy and climate issues, he pointed
to the Asean Power Grid as a clear example
of cooperation that could boost both energy
security and competitiveness. Asean countries
possess different combinations of renewable
resources, tfransmission systems, technolo-
gies, capital and industrial demand, making
regional interconnection an opportunity to
use resources more efficiently.

Mr Ekniti also said ageing societies should
not be viewed solely as a fiscal burden. Thai-
land and Singapore could develop industries
in healthcare, medical services, health foods,
pharmaceuticals, and wellness, while coun-
tries with relatively large working-age popula-
tions, such as the Philippines and Laos, could
help strengthen regional labour connectivity.
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Speaking at the Bangkok Business Summit 2026 on Thursday, Mr Ekniti

satd Thailand's “New Horizon” strategy should harness the region's Tech bosses press G20 to build
strengths to create new engines of growth while responding to  world data centers, but split on risl
increasingly shaped by geopolitical divisions,

Openness remeins at the heart of the Thai and Asean economies, which
harve grown through trade, wvestment and global connectivity, he said.
Asean continues to attract international investment as global companies
seek regions offering growth, stability and greater supply-chain resilience.

Mr Ekniti said the concepr of a “trusted connector™, promoted by Prime
Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, had taken on greater economic significance

as global competiton inereasingly requires sor only efficiency bur also

security and rrustworthiness

He identified four major forces reshaping the global & politics
and artifictal i (A1), climate change and agelng
socteties. All have erose border implicarions, he gald, and none can be
effectively addressed by individual Asean countries soting alone

On gececonomics, the finance minister said taritts, export controls,
subsidies and strieter rules of origin were reshaping trade and investment.
Global companies were no longer focused solely on low costs but were
incressingly seeking relinble locations with diversified supply chains and
the rapacity to withstand econemic disraptions.

Al meanwhile, is rning into & new source of productivity and
competitive power. Access tosemiconductors, compuring capecity, data
and skilled workers will increasingly influence economic security, he said,

Asean shoold therefore look beyond competing to aneact data centres and
Al investment. The region should work to make technology widely
wceessible o small and 1i sizerd enterprises (SMEs), other businesses
and the public.

Mr Eknitl elred the linkage of Thailand's paymenr systems with
Singapores &s an example of regional digital cooperation, Asean could
further expand diginl infrastructure, develop Al talent, promote AT
adoption amnng SMES and s up elforts againe online seams, wits the
proposed Asean Digital Economy Framework Agresment expected o
accelerare such integration.

On energy and climate issues, he pointed to the Asean Power Grid as o
elear example of cosperation that could boost both energy security and
eompetitivensss, Asenn countries podasess different combinations of
renewible =3 ission systems, tec ies, capital and
industrial demand king regional intercennaction an epportunity to use
recoitees more efficiently.

The minister also said ageing societies should not be viewed solely as a
fiscal burden. Thailand and Singapore could develop industries n
healtheare, medical services, health foods, pharmaceuticals and wellness,
while countries with retatively large working age populations, such as the
Philippines and Laos, could help build stronger regional Labour
connectivity.,
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Thailand’s New Public-Private Drive Aims to
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