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Headline: Data centre plans on hold

Data centre plans on hold

BMA says clearer
permit rules needed

WICHIT CHANTHANUSORNSIRI

Bangkok has suspended approvals for
new data centres as authorities review
regulations covering their construc-
tion, electricity and water use, and
environmental impacts amid concerns
over the industry’s rapid expansion.

Bangkok governor Chadchart Sit-
tipunt said the Bangkok Metropolitan
Administration (BMA) ordered a freeze
on issuing new data-centre permits
about three weeks ago while authori-
ties review the rules.

Between 2021 and 2022, six data-
centre projects applied for permission
from the BMA. Three were granted
permits, while the other three were
ordered to stop pending a review
against relevant standards.

He said Bangkok has about 40 data
centres, but larger standalone facili-
ties have emerged in recent years to
provide services to other organisations.

However, data centres are not clearly
defined under existing laws, allowing
some operators to apply for construc-
tion permits as warehouses.

As a result, these projects are not
subject to the same environmental or
industrial requirements imposed on
other large facilities, creating regula-
tory gaps.

However, the government intro-
duced a definition for data centres
in August, which Mr Chadchart said
should allow authorities to review
planning, building, electricity and
water regulations to better reflect the
industry’s current scale.

The immediate measure is to slow
new development while authorities
make more thorough inspections.

He said data centres in Bangkok
generally consume far less electricity
than large facilities in the Eastern Eco-
nomic Corridor and do not affect the
city’s power supply.

Kasem Srathonghug, assistant gov-
ernor for planning and innovation at
the Metropolitan Electricity Authority
(MEA), said data centres have power
supplies, and their current demand is
relatively small compared with other

I | —

large businesses.

Large shopping centres and other
major projects can consume more than
100 MW, he said. The largest data cen-
tres under discussion have a capacity of
about 20 MW, but actually use about 8
MW, he said, adding that the facilities
meet safety standards.

Supichete Tavorntaveevong, deputy
governor of the Metropolitan Water-
works Authority (MWA), said Bangkok
hasnotyet seen an impact on its water
supply from data centres.

Data centres in Bangkok use bout
7,800 cubic metres of water a month
on average, while a large hospital uses
about 20,000 cubic metres a month
and a major shopping centre can use
30,000-40,000 cubic metres, he said.

He said the MWA would work with
the Energy Ministry and BMA to screen
projects and minimise any impact on
water services.

Thitipat Chotidechachainan, sec-
retary to the energy minister, said
the ministry has ordered officials to
suspend consideration of all applica-
tions to install backup fuel tanks at
data centres.
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Bangkok governor

Chadchart
Sittipunt, with
officials from the
Energy Ministry,
Meiropolitan
Waterworks
Authority and
Metropolitan
Electricity
Authority,
announces the
suspension of
permits for data
centres pending
legal clarification.
BMA
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The suspensionwill remain in place
until the board establish clearer crite-
ria covering water and electricity use
and environmental impacts, while offi-
cials would also conduct inspections
across the country in coordination with
local authorities.

She said a data centre in Ramkham-
haeng is allowed to store 200,000 litres
of fuel, not 400,000 litres as reported in
some media outlets. If the operator is
found to store more fuel than permit-
ted, authorities will take legal action.

Meanwhile, Deputy Prime Minister
and Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithan-
prapas said the Data Centre Board
chaired by him will meet tomorrow to
review gaps in the rules and work on
clearer standards.

See Business: Page B1
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