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Headline: Poll backs 3rd phase of subsidy scheme

anghkok Post e

NEWS THAILAND BUSINESS LIFE GURI LEARNING MULTIMEDIA EVENTS

THAILAND } GENERAL

RECONMENDED

Poll backs 3rd phase of subsidy scheme

Thai genome database completed
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- o I PM attributes continuing southern
Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas has welcomed strong support for violence to intensitied IEW

the government's "Thais Help Thais Plus" subsidy programme, which was enforeement
named its top achievement in a Suan Dusit Poll this month.

Security net changes spur fears

He said the finding would be considered with the broader ecanomic
situation as the govermment considers a third phase of the programme.

The poll, conducted among 2,107 people from Aug 25-28, gave the Thai
political index an average score of 3.63 points in August, down from 3.71
in July.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul was named the government's most
outstanding figure by 31.94% of respondents, while opposition MP
Rukchanok Srinork topped the opposition ranking with 32.46%.

"Thais Help Thais Plus" was cited as the government's most favoured
achievement by 57.60% of respondents, while the opposition's top
achievement was scrutinising budget spending, cited by 39.74%.

Suan Dusit Poll president Pornpan Buathong said the decline in the
political index reflected continuing economic, social, and security
problems.

KEYWORDS Thailand cconomic policy Thais help thais plus Anutin charnvirakul
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Hangkok Post Houndation reaffirms
its commitment to Thai society

Two scholarship graduates highlight how education can transform lives, families and communities
at Bangkok Post’s 80™ anniversary celebration
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or more than four decades, the
FBangkok Post Foundation has

turned the Bangkok Post organ-
isation’s commitment to Thai society
into practical, life-changing support
for young people whose education is
threatened by financial hardship.

That mission took centre stage when

atgunnoniwas

Political Science, Chulalongkorn Uni-
versity; and Dan Chinsupakul, adviser
to Bangkok Post Plc.

Established in 1982, the Bangkok Post
Foundation supports students in need
across Thailand from school through
university. Its work reflects a core belief
within the Bangkok Post organisation:

to one determined young person can
reach far beyond an individual degree
or career: it can strengthen a family,
bring essential skills to underserved
communities and inspire recipients to
extend the same opportunity to others.

the Foundation joined the Bangkok serving society means doing more than e o
Post Forum 2026 and the Bangkok reporting on Thailand's development; = e
Post's 80" anniversary celebration on it also means helping young people LAl TR

Aug 14 at the Bangkok Convention participate in and contribute to it. \,

Centre, Centara Grand at Central\World.
The occasion was not simply an oppor-
tunity to look back, but to reaffirm the
Foundation's commitment to helping
build a stronger and more inclusive
society through education.

Foundation commitiee members wel-
comed guests to the Foundation's
booth and shared information about
its work with distinguished support-
ers and well-wishers. Visitors included
Deputy Prime Minister and Finance
Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas; Deputy
Prime Minister and Commerce Minister
Suphajee Suthumpun; former foreign
minister Prof Dr Kantathi Suphamong-
kon; Nooror Somany Steppe, founder
and master chef of the Blue Elephant
Group; Apasra Hongsakula, Thai busi-
nesswoman and Miss Universe 1965;
Charlotte Donavanik, chief corporate
communications officer of DTGO; Thiti-
nan Pongsudhirak, PhD, professor of
international relations at the Faculty of

The Foundation intends to carry this
enduring social commitment forward
with the support of its donors, partners
and well-wishers. It extends its heartfelt
thanks to everyone who has supported
its work over the years. Continued gen-
erosity, even in difficult times, will help
ensure that financial hardship does not
close the door to education — and that
more capable young people can realise
their potential, serve their communities
and help shape Thailand's future.

At the heart of the anniversary celebra-
tion were two recent graduates whose
achievements demonstrated what sus-
tained educational support can accom-
plish. Both Bangkok Post Foundation
scholarship recipients graduated with
first-class honours from Naresuan  Uni-
versity in 2025 and travelled to Bang-
kok to share their stories on stage.

Their progress embodies the Foun-
dation’s wider purpose. Help offered

Monthira Tathiya, 22, recelved Foun-
dation support from Grade 5 through
university after an accident left her
father paralysed and unable to work,
leaving her mother to support the fam-
ily as a vendor. Assistance with tuition,
accommodation and other expenses
enabled Monthira to concentrate on her
studies. She graduated with first-class
honours in nursing and is now a regis-
tered nurse at Li Hospital in Lamphun
province,

"l hope one day to give others the same
kind of opportunity | received,” she told
guests.
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Bangkok Post

1. H.E. Ekniti Nitithanprapas, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance; 2. H.E. Suphajee Suthumpun, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Commerce; 3. Prof Dr Kantathi Suphamongkon, Former Minister of Foreign Affairs; 4. Nooror Somany
Steppe, Founder and Master Chef of Blue Elephant Group; 5. Apasra Hongsakula, Thai businesswoman and Miss Universe
1965; 6. Charlotte Donavanik, Chief Corporate Communications Officer of DTGO; 7. Thitinan Pongsudhirak, PhD, Professor of
International Relations, Faculty of Political Science, Chulalongkorn University; 8. Dan Chinsupakul, Advisor, Bangkok Post Plc
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Bangkok Post Foundation

Bangkok Post Foundation is a charity organisation listed under the Ministry
of Finance (No. 496). Donation receipts are income tax deductible under the
Revenue Code. Please email the bank TT slip to Kusuma Bekenn at edmger@
bangkokpost.co.th with your name and mailing address.
Sarinya Wanthi grew up with her
father as the family’s sole breadwinner
while her mother cared for a younger
child with thalassaemia. A Foundation
scholarship eased the considerable
financial burden of six years at medical * Bank Transfer

Bangkok Post Foundation
Bangkok Post Building,

136 Na Ranong Road, Klongtoey,
Bangkok 10110

school, After graduating with first-class
honours in medicine, she became a
doctor at Uttaradit Hospital, where she
focuses on caring for disadvantaged
patients and people in remote commu-
nities.

“I hope one day to give others the same
opportunity | was given,” she said.

Bangkok Bank, Khlong Toei Branch
Account Name: “Bangkok Post Foundation”
Savings Account No.: 218-026-7441

Donation contact:

Kusuma Bekenn |
Mobile: +66 (0) 8-1900-4922

Email: edmger@bangkokpost.co.th '
Website https://foundation.bangkokpost.co.th |
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Thailand overhauls car tax
strategy to build regional EV
hub
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EEmoETS e

s & Law « Thatand overhaikn car e s¥ategy 1 b

1§ 9

and (s resnasing vehie xes o ot
08

ernment Epokesaerson FRatcnada Thanddre
BHMPI, SEpandt EV exoas and creae mp

BANGKOK, Thatland — 0 T savs Thadland is
ovarkauang its sutomobile excse tax strategy tp keep pace with rapid changss in the
automaotive industry and strengtnen the country's posilion as a regional slectnic vehicls (EV)
hub, Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Exnill Nathanprapas has instructed the
Excize Departmant io raview vehicle tex rates and related critena (o creats fairer compstition
whille encouraging companies that invest, manutacture vehicles, use local parts and create
labs in Thailanel. The review covers the entire aulomolive sector, mcluding ekectic vehicles.
hiybrids and intemal-combuston enging vehidas

The policy comes as Thailand's EV market expands rapidly, while some free trads

agreaments give importad vahiclas customs Tha SaYs
the tax structure must therefore be adusted to balance eonsumer chaice with domestic
and

Tha new strategy has thraa key goals.

First investment-driven imports. Thalland will allow new vehicle modeds and advanced
technologies fo entar the market for study and festing, with the am of encouraging
companies to eventually invest and mandfacture those technologies locally

Sacond. production for export. Thailand aims 1o build on its long-standing ke as a major
automotve manufachring and export base and develop into a regional EV hub, expanding
production for overseas markets,

Third, high-value local content. The govemment plans 1o help Thai parts manufacturers and
suppliers move beyond basic components towssd higher-valuse parts and technologies fer
naxt-genaration vahicles

Difficinls say greater conparation with forsign investors could bring technology fransfars,
improve warkfares skills and ncreasa valus within Thailand's aulemative supply chain
Ratchada said previous EV incentives had played an important rete in developing the market
and attraciing nvesiment, bul governmant policy must now adapt to the industry's changing
conditions

Tha gevammant Wants Tulure growth 1o bring greatar banafits o Thal workers and
t . including and creating iobs,
For focal parts mekers and giving consumens grester choloe in vehicke technologies

The Financa Minstry and Excise Departmant ara now working on the detads of the revised
ta structure and related crtera, taking into sccount current market conditions and
Thailand's iong-lerm aulomaolive development
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Headline: Poll backs 3rd phase of subsidy scheme

SURVEY

Poll backs 3rd phase of subsidy scheme

POST REPORTERS

Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanpra-
pas has welcomed strong support for
the government’s “Thais Help Thais
Plus” subsidy programme, which was
named its top achievement in a Suan
Dusit Poll this month.

He said the finding would be con-
sidered with the broader economic
situation as the government considers

a third phase of the programme.

The poll, conducted among 2,107
people from Aug 25-28, gave the
Thai political index an average score
of 3.63 points in August, down from
3.71in July.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvi-
rakul was named the government's
most outstanding figure by 31.94%
of respondents, while opposition
MP Rukchanok Srinork topped the

opposition ranking with 32.46%.

“Thais Help Thais Plus” was cited
as the government’s most favoured
achievement by 57.60% of respond-
ents, while the opposition’s top
achievementwas scrutinising budget
spending, cited by 39.74%.

Suan Dusit Poll president Pornpan
Buathong said the decline in the polit-
ical index reflected continuing eco-
nomic, social, and security problems.
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BUSINESS

Excise tax for
car industry
set for review

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

The governmentis accelerating an over-
haul of the excise tax structure to retain
investment in Thailand’s automotive
industry, particularly as the electric
vehicle market expands, government
spokeswoman Rachada Dhnadirek
said yesterday.

Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanpra-
pas has instructed the Excise Depart-
ment toreview taxrates and other rules
to ensure fair competition while sup-
porting businesses that invest, manu-
facture vehicles and components, and
create jobs in Thailand, she said.

The review will cover electric, hybrid
and combustion-engine vehicles. It will
also consider free trade agreements that
give imported fully assembled vehicles
tariff benefits, alongside measures to
promote investment and domes-
tic production.

Ms Rachada said Mr Ekniti's policy
would encourage imports to lead to
longer-term investment, with new
models and technologies initially intro-
duced for market assessment before
being expanded into local production.

The policy also aims to strengthen
Thailand’s position as a regional hub
for EV and environmentally friendly
vehicle production and exports, while
helping Thai parts suppliers move into
higher-value technologies.

She said previous EV incentives had
helped attract investment, but policies
now needed to evolve as the industry
entered a new phase.

“The industry’s growth should bring
greater benefits back to Thailand,”
she said.
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mid tighter financial con-
ditions, some individuals
may find it more difficult
to access bank loans, par-
ticularly through traditional
lending channels.

As banks and digital lending plat-

formslook beyond conventional credit

r h assessments, risk-based pricing (RBP)
and alternative data are emerging as

new tools to widen access to credit
and offer more competitive borrow-

ing costs to customers with stronger
access to -

RISK-BASED PRICING
® TMBThanachart Bank (tth) is the first
bank in Thailand to introduce an RBP
cre dlt model that uses borrowers’ National
Credit Bureau (NCB) records to deter-
mine interest rates.

The bank introduced the model in
February, initially for its personal loan

= e product ttb Cash2Go. Under the new

R]-Sk'based PflCIIlg and approach, interest rates start at 13.99%

alternative information per year, below the 25% statutory ceiling
3 N set by the Bank of Thailand.

broaden lendlng Optlons The new credit assessment means

. ? borrowers with good repaymentrecords

Writes S Omruedl can benefit fromlower borrowing costs.

Since the introduction of the new credit-

Banchongduallg scoring approach, more than 80% of

customers approved for personal loans
have received interest rates that are
five percentage points lower on aver-
age than rates offered under traditional
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assessment criteria.

“We have approved loans for around
28,600 applicants, with a combined
credit line of 5 billion baht. The bank
expects to help them save more than
800 million baht on interest payments
over the loan terms,” said Thakorn Piya-
pan, president of ttb.

Encouraged by the results, the bank
expanded RBP to its car title loan prod-
uct this month. Interest rates under
the RBP approach begin at 11.11% per
year, compared with market rates of up
to 24%.

Mr Thakorn said car title loan bor-
rowers traditionally faced relatively
high interest rates because lenders
mainly considered the age of the vehi-
cle when setting rates. Ttb Drive accepts
vehicles up to 20 years old and covers
both debt-free vehicles and the refi-
nancing of existing car title loans from
other financial institutions.

From August to December this year,
tth aims to approve 14,000 loans worth
a combined 5 billion baht. The bank
expects the RBP model to help custom-
ers save up to 1 billion baht in interest
payments over the loan terms.

ALTERNATIVE DATA

The emergence of virtual banks is
expected to accelerate the use of alter-
native data in credit assessment. Clicx
Bank, Thailand's first virtual bank, is
already using alternative data in assess-
ing applications for its Clicx Ready digi-
tal loan.

Clicx requests applicants consent

to the bank accessing information
from three partners: Krungthai Bank,
Advanced Info Service and PTT Retail
and Oil Business.

Applicants who give consent are
more likely to be approved and have
a shorter approval process, although
the bank has a maximum processing

period of 15 days after an application
is submitted, according to the platform.
If borrowers’ information is incom-

Mr Thakom says tlb's car ntle loan product offers reduced Interest rates.

plete or insufficient, the bank may
request traditional data, such as bank
statements. NCB credit records can also
be used in the assessment.

Line BK, one of Thailand’s earliest
digital banking platforms, has used
alternative data since it began opera-
tions in October 2020 through its KLine
Score. The score combines data from its
major shareholders, Kasikornbankand
Line Corporation.

Data generated by Line users is an
important source for the platform,
which has access to a user base of
around 56 million.

However, Line BK has spent years
developing its proprietary credit-scor-
ing system, improving data accuracy
and strengthening its artificial intelli-
gence capabilities, said Tana Pithikam-
jorn, chief executive of Kasikorn Line
Co, which operates Line BK.

The platform statistically analy-
ses Line users’ chat patterns, without
accessing the content of their con-
versations. For example, it examines
the speed and consistency of message
interactions to identify behavioural pat-
terns that may indicate a user’s disci-
pline and habits.

These insights allow the platform to
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gain a deeper understanding of bor-
rowers' [inancial behaviour and habits,
he said.

DISCIPLINE STILL KEY

Krungsri Consumer, the unsecured
lending unit of Bank of Ayudhya
(Krungsri), also uses alternative data
when considering additional credit
lines for existing customers, according
to Atis Ruchirawat, head of the unit.

For example, the company analyses
customers’ spending patterns. Larger
purchases or spending on more pre-
mium products may indicate higher
purchasing power or income, allowing
the lender to consider offering an addi-
tional credit limit.

Mr Atis, who is also president of the
Credit Card Club, said regardless of
the credit-scoring model, traditional
or alternative, lenders ultimately place
a high priority on borrowers’ finan-
cial discipline.

Maintaining good financial disci-
pline is not only a way for borrowers to
protect their credit profiles, but also a
key to accessing financing that is better
suited to their financial circumstances,
he said.
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