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Headline: EV bus conversions to be subsidised by public loans

TRANSPORT

EV bus conversions to be
subsidised by public loans

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

Bangkok Post

Circulation: 63,000
Ad Rate: 1,366

Clip: Full Color

The Finance Ministry is using funds ‘ ‘
ilabl der th bor- ugn - —_—
e In addition to providing subsidies to

rowing decree to subsidise the replace-

ment of internal combustion engine
(ICE) public service vehicles with elec-
tric vehicles (EVs).

In addition to providing subsidies
to encourage public transport opera-
tors to adopt clean energy vehicles,

encourage public transport operators
to adopt clean energy vehicles, the
government will also support public
service vehicles powered by B20

Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanpra- biodiesel.
pas said the government will also sup-
port public service vehicles powered EKNITI NITITHANPRAPAS
by B20 biodiesel. : i
The measures are expected to FIHHHCB mInISTBr

reduce reliance on fossil fuels and sup-
port palm oil prices, while improving
the income of domestic palm oil farm-

i

1L\

Il

—_—
:

Passengers board an electric shuttle bus at Suvarnabhumi airport, where the free service was converted to electric vehicles

(EVs). The government is subsidising the transition of internal combustion engine public service vehicles to EVs. SOMCHAI
POOMLARD
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Headline: EV bus conversions to be subsidised by public loans

ers, he said.

The programme targets intercity
buses, taxis and public vans for con-
version to EVs, as these vehicles serve
large numbers of passengers.

However, the proposed vehicle
scrappage scheme to encourage the
replacement of old ICE vehicles with
EVs has notyet been considered, as the
EV3.5 support programme remains in
force and already provides a subsidy of
50,000 baht per EV purchased.

Under the proposed transition
programme for public transport vehi-
cles, participating vehicles would be
required to permanently retire their
existing gasoline-powered vehicles,
de-registering the old vehicles from
the Department of Land Transport's
system to ensure they cannot re-
enter service.

The details of this requirement
need to be discussed with the Trans-
port Ministry.

Discussions are continuing with the
Industry Ministry on dismantling the

retired vehicles into parts, which
would be carried out by private com-
panies with expertise in vehicle recy-
cling and dismantling.

The recent energy crisis arising from
war in the Middle East has adversely
affected the Thai economy, prompting
the government to issue an emergency
decree authorising 400 billion baht in
borrowing. The borrowing is divided
into two tranches.

The first 200 billion baht is for eco-
nomic reliefvia the “Thai Chuay Thai
Plus” programme. The remaining
200 billion baht is allocated to sup-
port the transition from fossil fuels to
clean energy.

To oversee the use of these funds,
the government established a screen-
ing committee chaired by the finance
permanent secretary to evaluate pro-
ject proposals submitted by govern-
ment agencies.

According to Jindarat Viriyathavi-
kul, director-general of the Public Debt
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dit 1360

essential % 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700

&€& www.dataxet.co o help@dataxet.co

Management Office, of the initial 200
billion baht allocated for the co-pay
scheme, 138 billion baht has been dis-
bursed. An additional 30 billion baht is
scheduled for borrowing over the next
1-2 months.

If this 30 billion baht remains
unused, the government may consider
reallocating it to support clean energy
transition projects, provided they are
consistent with the objectives of the
borrowing plan, she said.

Regarding projects seeking financ-
ing under the energy transition pro-
gramme, the screening committee is
applying arigorous evaluation process
to ensure all proposals are consistent
with the objectives of the law and
deliver the greatest public benefir, said
Mrs Jindarat.

The borrowed funds must be used
efficiently and cost-effectively, and the
disbursement period is limited, with
all funds required to be used by Sep-
tember 2027.
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Headline: Thailand fast-tracks switch from conventional buses to electric - Pattaya Mail

Rating:

62,520

Thailand fast-tracks switch
from conventional buses to

electric

By Pty Mail Augst 13 = 4e W

BANGKOK, Thaitand — Deputy Pnme Minister and Transport Minister Priphat
Raichakitprakam has revealed that a proposal 1o convert more of the public ransporiation
flaet 1o elecinc vehicles is expected to be submitted to the Cabinst this month. The
Transport Ministry plans to sask funding undsr the government's 200-billkon-baht emergency
loan decres fo support the transiton. Phiphat has discussed the plan with Deputy Prime
Winister and Finance Ministar Ekniti Mitdhanprapas and the Deparmant of Land Transpart. If
the proposed program meeis tha financing requiremants undar tha loan dacras, tha ministry
will procead with its request for Cabinet approval

Bangkok's public: bus network is already moving fowand electnic operation, with about 2,320
electne buses expected 10 be deliversd after mid-2027. Once the new vehicles entar sedvice,
Ihe Bangkok Mass Transit Authority (5 expecied to opsrate an antinely slectnic bus fleel The
govermnment plans to extend the conversion to interspravincial passenger buses in the next
phase, replacing intemal combustion engine vehicles with slectric models whers feasibils
The proposal (= expectsed 1o reach the Cahinet for consideration by the end of August. (NNT)
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Headline: Fixed-term licences eyed

Fixed-term
licences eyed

Firearms law
overhaul planned

MONGKOL BANGPRAPA

The government is considering intro-
ducing fixed-term firearms possession
licences as part of a comprehensive
overhaul of Thailand’s 1947 fire-
arms law.

It also plans to impose stronger
controls on the import, sale, trans-
fer, possession and use of guns
and ammunition.

Deputy Prime Minister Pakorn Nil-
prapunt said the government would
consult the Department of Provincial
Administration (DPA), the Interior
Ministry and the Council of State
before seeking publicinput on amend-
ments to the law, which has been in
force for decades.

The existing system is largely
manual, relying on district officials and
paper licences, with inadequate links
between importers, gun shops, buyers,
owners and transfers. Mr Pakorn said
the government plans to replace it with
a real-time electronic system track-
ing firearms from importation and

dealer stock through sales, ownership
and transfers,

He said Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul has instructed officials
to consider time-limited possession
licences, with an initial three-year
period proposed. Transfers would
also face tighter controls, including
measures to prevent registered recipi-
ents from becoming nominal owners
while the firearms are actually held
by others.

Mr Pakorn said dealers should be
accountable for whom they sell fire-
arms to, while gun owners should
face greater responsibility. He noted
that firearms were sometimes pawned
despite being registered property that
could not legally be pledged.

Controls would also cover shooting
ranges and ammunition, with quanti-
ties matched proportionately to the
number of firearms. Discrepancies,
including cases in which a single gun
was associated with 30-40 rounds of
ammunition, highlighted weaknesses
in the current system.

He said the new licensing regime
could include assessments of buyers’
handling and behaviour, citing foreign
systems. “A gun is not a pen that can
simply be sold,” he said, stressing the
need for stringent controls.

The Revenue Department would
alsoverifywhether gunsales had been
properly taxed. Temporary ministe-
rial regulations may be issued while
amendments to the law are being pre-
pared, he said.

Mr Anutin said all current firearms-
carrying permits had expired, mean-
ing nobody in Thailand could legally
carry a gun at present. The suspension
applied to everyone, including politi-
cians, who should set an example by
complying with the law.

The cabinet also decided on Tues-
day to suspend the issuance of pur-
chase permits until further notice. This
meant people can no longer buy guns,
it said, citing the country’s tens of mil-
lions of firearms.

Addressing the controversy over his
earlier remarks that people should not
shoot intruders to protect their prop-
erty, Mr Anutin said any shooting
would ultimately have to be assessed
by a court.

“I may have communicated it too
briefly,” he said, adding that he simply
wanted people to stay away from fire-
arms because both those who are shot
and those who use guns could suffer
serious consequences.

“Staying away from guns is best,”
he added.
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#¥228217: Thailand bets on locals to rescue tourism spending - Pattaya Mail
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= v | Licsivie 2026 J et & Toursm|
Thailand bets on locals to
rescue tourism spending

By Pomaya Mail Augend 12, 2006 @21

BANGKOK, Thaitand — The Ministry of Tounsm and Sports 15 advancmg plans for the “Thai
Tiew Thai Plus" tourism program to encourngs domestic travel and spending while helping
tourism businessas copa with rising oparating costs. with smaller operators and local
communities expactad 1o beneft. Tournsm and Spons Minister Surasak

Phanck chaired a public-privata sactor maating on August 10 10 discuss he
progranm following consuitations with the Minisiry of Finance. The 1alks invalved eligiblity
requirements, the implementation penod, and possbie govemment subsidies for
BECOMmOdation Costs

The program would combine economic stimulus with support for tourisen opesators by
encouraging Thars 1o travel and spend within the country. The govermment also wants

tourism revenus to reach local [ and smaller operators,
qenarsating broader economic sctvity in lourism destinations. Dataiis, including subsidy
rales elbgibility rules, and the program period, are still baing finalized  The govesnment will
announcs the condtions and paricipation procedures once tha propasal completes the
required approval process. (WNT]
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BANKING DISPUTE

BAAC chief faces backlash from staff

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas
is set to convene an urgent board meet-
ing over employee protests demand-
ing the resignation of Chatchai Sirilai,
president of the Bank for Agriculture
and Agricultural Cooperatives (BAAC).

Mr Ekniti, also deputy prime minister
and chairman of the BAAC board, said
yesterday the meeting would be held
this week to consider complaints about
Mr Chatchai's management following a
protest by employees demanding fair-
ness in the bank’s administration.

“I sent arepresentative to receive the
letter of complaint, and as chairman I

must bring the matter before the board
s0 we can act proactively and ensure
fairness to all parties in accordance with
the review process,” he said.

About 500 BAAC employees, led
by the state enterprise labour union,
staged a symbolic protest on Monday.
They held signs bearing the hashtag
#SaveBAAC and called on senior man-
agement, particularly the president, to
take responsibility for problems within
the organisation.

The gathering grew tense as
employees criticised the management
approach and urged executives to
address problems affecting staffand the
bank's aperations. They also called on

News ID: C-260812001042 (12 Aug 26/03:11)
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Mr Chatchai to consider stepping down.

The union submitted eight demands
to the finance minister, including the
immediate suspension of Mr Chatchai
and an investigation into allegations of
excessive and inappropriate spending.

It also sought an assessment of
whether spending on BAAC procure-
ment projects represented value for
money. The union said the spend-
ing ran counter to efforts to control
expenses at regional offices and had
affected customer services.

The union urged the minister not
to renew Mr Chatchai’s contract for a
second term, saying his management
approach was unsuitable for overseeing

the agricultural sector.

It also called for an investigation into
senior executives accused of making
disparaging comments and failing to
serve retail depositors adequately. Serv-
ing such customers should be a core
BAAC responsibility, including through
policies encouraging broad and sus-
tainable saving with the bank, it said.

The union further sought an investi-
gation into concerns that funds or bene-
fits received from insurance companies
may have been managed offthe balance
sheet and outside BAAC’s accounts,

Mr Chatchai allegedly interfered with
the work of the subcommittee respon-
sible for considering appeals.
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BAAC chief faces backlash from staff
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Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas is set to convene an urgent board
meeting over empl protests d ding the resi ion of Chatchai
Sirilai, president of the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural

Cooperatives (BAAC).

Mr Ekniti, also deputy prime minister and chairman of the BAAC board,
said on Tuesday the meeting would be held this week 1o consider
complaints about Mr Chatchai’s management following a protest by
employees demanding fairness in the bank's administration,

“I sent A representative to receive the letter of complaint, and as chairman
1 must bring the matter before the board so we can act proactively and
ensure fairness to all parties in accordance with the review process,” he
s,

About 500 BAAC employees, led by the state enterprise labour union,
staged a symbolic protest on Monday. They held signs bearing the
hashtag #5aveBAAC and called on senior mansgement, particularly the
president, to take respanstbility for I within the isati

The gathering grew tense as employees criticised the management
approach and urged executives to address problems affecting staff and the
bank's operations, They also called on Mr Chatchai to consider stepping
down.

The union submitted eight demands to the finance minister, including the
immediate suspension of Mr Chatchal and an mvestigation into
allegations of excessive and inappropriate spending.

It also sought an of whethar ding on BAAC pro

projects represented value for money, The union said the spending ran
counter to effores fo control expenses at regional offices and had affected
CUSTOMET Services.

The union urged the minister not to renew Mr Chatchai's contract for a

second term, saying his P was fe for
overseeing the agricultural sector.

It also called for an investigation inte senior executives aceused of
making disparaging comments and failing to serve reail depositors
adequately. Serving such customers should be a core BAAC responsibility,
including through pelicies encouraging broad and sustaimable saving with
the bank, it said.

The union further sought an investigation into concerns that funds or
benefits received from insurance companies may have been managed off
the balance sheet and outside BAAC' accounts,

Mr Chatchai allegedly interfered with the work of the subcommirttes
responsible for considering appeals.

KEYWORDS Baac Bank for agricutture and agricuitural cooperatives Chatehad siriiai
Ekniti nitithanprapas Thai state enterprise Banking management Corporme governance
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