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PBangkok Post

THE NEWSPAPER YoU CAN TRUST

Welfare rules
need rethink

ithout a clear understanding of its own

policies, the government has turned an

attempt to ensure that assistance reaches

the “genuinely disadvantaged” into a

bureaucratic weapon — one that threat-
ens to strain family relationships and pit parents against
their children.

Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Ekniti
Nitithanprapas bore the brunt of the backlash, ulti-
mately rescinding the controversial rule that would have
disqualified elderly citizens from registering for state
welfare cards if their children claimed tax deductions for
supporting their parents.

But the blame does not rest with him alone. This is a
failure of the entire administration, and of Prime Minis-
ter Anutin Charnvirakul in particular.

Just last week, as criticism mounted over what many
described as excessively restrictive screening criteria,
Mr Anutin staunchly defended the policy, insisting that
no changes would be made because the registration
process had already been completed.

As it turns out, the government's attempt to link tax
relief with state welfare eligibility is a masterclass in half-
baked policymaking — conceived at a bureaucrat’s desk
with little regard for reality.
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The flaw lies in the administration’s blind faith in
the parental support tax deduction. While the Rev-
enue Department requires proof of a parent’s age
and income, it has no mechanism to ensure that the
resulting tax savings are actually used to support
elderly parents.

As aresult, children can claim the tax benefits while
providing little or no assistance to their parents.

Instead of addressing this weakness, the govern-
ment compounded the problem by incorporating the
deduction into its welfare screening criteria. The result
would have been to punish some of the most vulnerable
elderly citizens by stripping them of welfare cards that
many rely on for daily survival,

The clearest evidence of how detached policymak-
ers are from reality lies in the appeals process. Elderly
citizens seeking to regain eligibility would effectively
be required to prove that their children do not support
them. No public policy should force families into such
situations merely to qualify for a basic state allowance.

In explaining the ministry’s decision to reverse
course, Mr Ekniti argued that the original proposal was
intended to prevent financially secure individuals from
receiving welfare benefits and to ensure assistance was
directed to those genuinely living in poverty and not
covered by existing programmes.

Those objectives are reasonable. However, the gov-
ernment should first have addressed the underlying flaw
before attempting to implement such a policy.

Researchers have long identified the core problem:

a lack of reliable data and effective mechanisms to
accurately identify eligible recipients. As a result, limited
public resources are often distributed to people who do
not meet the intended criteria.

A more effective solution would be active outreach
programmes conducted by local administrations and
community organisations, which are far better posi-
tioned to identify those in need.

This controversy should serve as a reminder that
sound public policy requires more than good inten-
tions and guesswork. As Thailand rapidly becomes a
super-aged society, robust social safety nets will become
increasingly important. They cannot be built on unin-
formed assumptions and administrative convenience.
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Ministry to review
welfare card rules

Some elderly parents
excluded from aid

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

The Finance Ministry will review the
eligibility criteria for the state wel-
fare card scheme following concerns
that some elderly parents have been
unfairly disqualified after their chil-
dren claimed tax deductions on their
behalf, despite not providing any
financial support.

Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanpra-
pas said yesterday that Prime Minister
Anutin Charnvirakul had instructed
the ministry to re-examine the rule
after receiving complaints from mem-
bers of the public.

Under the currentrules, parents can
lose eligibility for the state welfare card
scheme if their children claim a paren-
tal tax deduction, even when they do

notactually provide financial support.

However, authorities acknowledged
that the reality may be different in
some cases.

“In today’s Thai society, there are
cases where children claim tax deduc-
tions but do not genuinely take care
of their parents,” said Mr Ekniti, also a
deputy prime minister.

“We are concerned that this could
have unintended consequences,” Mr
Ekniti said.

“The prime minister has therefore
instructed us to review whether this
criterion is unfair to parents whose
children have claimed benefits on
their behalf without actually provid-
ing support”

Mr Ekniti said the review would be
considered by the Pracharat welfare
committee for the grassroots economy
and society, which oversees the state
welfare card programme.

The scheme’s primary objective is to
assist people facing genuine hardship
who lack adequate support or access

to other welfare mechanisms.

Authorities have received numerous
complaints over the past several years
that some cardholders are not truly in
need, while others experiencing severe
hardship have been excluded from the
system, he said.

The governmentis currently review-
ing existing beneficiaries and is open-
ing registration for potential new
recipients until June 21. The Interior
Ministry has also been tasked with
identifying vulnerable individuals who
may have been overlooked, particu-
larly those who are poor and have no
one to care for them.

“The review would be carried out
as quickly as possible,” he said. While
the disputed tax-deduction criterion
was based on claims made during the
previous tax year, officials would con-
sider whether adjustments are needed
in future screening rounds to ensure
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fairness for all parties.
He reiterated that the state wel-
fare card is intended for the most

vulnerable groups and that stricter
screening is necessary to ensure lim-
ited public funds are directed to those
who genuinely need assistance.

Individuals removed from the pro-
gramme but who donot meetthe defi-
nition of severe hardship may instead
qualify for support under the govern-
ment's “Thais Help Thais Plus 60/40"
co-payment scheme.

Meanwhile, Finance Ministryspokes-
man Vinit Visessuvanapoom said
the issue would be submitted to the
relevant welfare committee for urgent
consideration before the announce-
ment of approved beneficiaries on
July 17.

Mr Vinit said the review reflected
the government’s commitment to bal-
ancing two objectives: reducing wel-
fare leakage by removing recipients
whose financial circumstances have
improved, while also expanding access
for genuinely disadvantaged people
who may have been left out of previous
registration rounds.
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