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Welfare rules spark backlash
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Headline: Welfare rules spark backlash

Govt officials defend
eligibility screening

POST REPORTERS

A wave of public criticism has erupted
over the government'’s revised eligibil-
ity criteria for the state welfare card
programme, under which parents
may lose their entitlement to benefits
if their children claim tax deductions
for parental support.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul
said the issue was not anticipated by
the government, but confirmed that
no changes would be made to the cur-
rent round of screening because the
registration process had already been
completed. Feedback received would
instead be used to improve future itera-
tions of the programme.

The controversy centres on a provi-
sion under the revised criteria whereby
parents whose names are used by their
children to claim tax deductions for
parental support may lose eligibility
for the state welfare card, commonly
known as the welfare card for low-

income earners,

Asked whether the government
would review the rule following criti-
cism that it was excessively restrictive,
Mr Anutin said some issues were inevi-
table in programmes serving around 30
million people.

“There will be both satisfied and dis-
satisfied groups. We will collect feed-
back and, where shortcomings arise
from matters we had not fully antici-
pated, we will make improvements,”
he said. “This is not the only economic
stimulus programme we will undertake.
We will continue introducing measures
that benefit the public

However, he stressed that the current
criteria would remain in place because
the process was already underway
and additional registrations were no
longer possible.

Although he said he had not person-
ally encountered complaints during
visits to local communities. “The gov-
ernment remained ready to improve
the scheme to ensure welfare benetfits
reached those most in need,” he said.

Deputy Prime Minister and Finance
Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas also
addressed the issue, saying the Minis-
try of Finance was reviewing the con-

cerns but emphasising that the primary
objective of the welfare card scheme
was to identify and assist genuinely dis-
advantaged individuals.

“The key priority is helping people
who are truly in hardship, particularly
those who have been left outside the
welfare system for many years,” he said.

According to Mr Ekniti, the Finance
Ministry has asked the Interior Ministry
to conduct surveys to identify vulner-
able groups not currently covered by
the programme.

Meanwhile, Finance Ministry spokes-
man Vinit Visessuvanapoom said the
government would continue screen-
ing applicants under criteria already
approved by the cabinet for the 2026
state welfare card programme.

He said the latest reform does not
alter the core eligibility rules but
changes the screening methodology
from assessing household income to
evaluating individuals, with the aim
of more accurately identifying low-
income and vulnerable citizens.

Regarding tax deductions for paren-
tal support, Mr Vinit said the principle
was based on information showing that
a parent has a recognised caregiver. If

Crowds gather outside Krungthai Bank’s Bang Yai Market branch in Nnnthabul:i yleslerday seeking help in registering for the
new round of state welfare cards. PATTARAPONG CHATPATTARASILL

News ID: C-260605001018 (5 Jun 26/05:26)
dit z360

essential

Page: 1/2

Dataxet Limited ] 888/178 Ploenchit Road, 17 Floor, Mahatun Plaza Building, Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330, THAILAND
$J 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700 o help@dataxet.co [} Dataxet Thailand

@ www.dataxet.co



Section: First Section/First Page

Bangkok POSt Date: Friday 5 June 2026
Volume: - No: - Page: 1(Center)

Bangkok Post Col.Inch: 72.86  Ad Value: 99,526.76 PRValue (x3): 298,580.28 Clip: Full Color

Circulation: 63,000 ..
Ad Rate: 1.366 Headline: Welfare rules spark backlash

a child claims a tax deduction for sup-
porting a parent, the information is
considered relevant when assessing
welfare eligibility.

However, he acknowledged that
some cases might not reflect the actual
circumstances, including situations in
which parents are unaware that their
names have been used for tax deduc-
tions or do not receive genuine finan-
cial support from their children. Insuch
cases, the ministry is prepared to con-
sider appeals and additional evidence.

“There is no intention to deprive gen-
uinely vulnerable people of assistance,”
he said. “Our objective is to ensure sup-
port reaches those facing the greatest
hardship first."

The Finance Ministry opened regis-
tration and eligibility confirmation for
the 2026 state welfare card programme
yesterday. Existing cardholders must
reconfirm their eligibility under the
updated criteria between June 4 and
21. Screening results will be announced
on July 17, with unsuccessful applicants
able to lodge appeals. Benefits can be
used from Aug 1.

The government estimates that
around 13 million people currently hold
state welfare cards.
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REVENUE
State target unlikely
based on global crises
WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI ‘ ‘
Government revenue may miss its
target for the fiscal year, says finance Itis still too early to
permanentsecretary Lavaron Sangsnit. .
During the first seven months of determine by how much
fiscal 2026, revenue-collecting agen- revenue co“ecﬁon for
cies worked hard to ensure they did not .
However, the outlook for the final
five months of the fiscal year, through below the target.
to the end of September, is likely to l A“ARUN SANGSN"'
differ from the first seven months :
(October 2025 to April 2026). In that Finance permanent secrelary
earlier period, the energy crisis trig-
gered by the war in Iran had not yet
fully emerged.
The conflict has contributed to a  borrowing undertaken to finance the
global economic crisis affecting many  fiscal deficit.
countries, including Thailand. But tax refunds issued by the Rev-
Mr Lavaron said it was still too early  enue Department, which are deducted
to determine by how much revenue from gross revenue, exceeded projec-
collection for fiscal 2026 may fallbelow  tionsby13.2billionbaht, or5.6%, attrib-
the target. uted to a policy aimed at improving and
According to budget documents, the  accelerating the corporate income tax
government's revenue target for fiscal refund process to enhance efficiency
2026 is 2.92 trillion baht. and increase liquidity for businesses.
During the first seven months of With respect to government revenue
fiscal 2026, the government collected performance during the first seven
1.50 trillion baht in net revenue, months ofthe fiscal year, the Revenue
exceeding thetargetby31.3 billionbaht Departmentcollected 1.18 trillion baht,
or 2.1%, up 5.4% year-on-year. exceeding its target by 2.0%, while the
The increase was attributed to Excise Department collected 338 bil-
higher domestic value-added tax col-  lion baht, beating its target by 1.9%, and
lections; additional dividend payments  the Customs Department collected 65.9
from Vayupak Fund I out of retained  billion baht, down 6.8% from its target.
earnings, as well as dividend remit- State-owned enterprises remitted
tances that exceeded projections due 131 billion baht to the government,
to improved operating performance exceeding their target by 9.5%, while
at certain state-owned enterprises; other government agencies remit-
and the remittance of surplus pro-  ted 113 billion, besting their target by
ceeds from bond issuances related to  12.7%.
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Headline: Government might not meet revenue target
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Tax collection hes
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= Inflation set to top 5% this year
amid surge in oil imports
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The government might miss its revenue farget for the current fiscal year
becanse of economic impact from the Middle East crisis, says a senior
official at the Ministry of Finance,

During the first seven months of fiscal 2026, which began last Oct 1,
revenue-collecting agencies worked hard to ensure they did not miss the
goal, permanent secretary Lavaron Sangsnit said on Thursday,

However, the outlock for the final five months of the fiscal year is likely
to differ from the first seven. In that earfier period, the energy crisis
triggered by the war in Iran had not yet fully emerged.

The conflict has contributed to a global economic crisis affecting many
countries, including Thailand,

Mr Lavaron said it was still too early to determine by how murch revenue
collection for fiscal 2026 may fall below the target,

Accotrding to budget documents, the government's revenue target for
fiscal 2026 is 2.92 rrillion baht.

During the first seven months of fiscal 2026, the government collected
1.50 trillion baht in net revenue, exceeding the target by 31.3 billion baht
or 2.1%, and up 5.4% year-on-yeat.

The increase was attributed to higher domestic value-added tax
collecti additional dividend p from Vayupak Fund I out of
retained earnings, as well as dividend remittances that excesded
projections due to improved operating performance at certain state-
owned enterprises; and the remittance of surplus proceeds from bond
issuance to finance the fiscal deficit.

Bur tax refunds issued by the Revenue Department, which are dedueted
from gross revenue, exceeded projections by 13.2 billion baht, or 5.6%,
attributed to a policy aimed at improving and accelerating the corporate
income tax refund process to enhance efficiency and increase liquidity for
b nacene
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Resale homes take larger market share

KANANA KATHARANGSIPORN

Second-hand homes have become
more popular among Thai homebuy-
ers since the pandemic, with their
share of both transaction volume and
value increasing as new home transfers
declined, reflecting weaker purchasing
power amid a slowing economy.

According to the Real Estate Informa-
tion Center (REIC), residential transfers
nationwide totalled 72,583 units worth
187 billion baht in the first quarter of
2026, up 11.2% in volume and 3.1% in
value year-on-year.

Of the total, second-hand homes
accounted for 48,446 units worth 93.3
billion baht, representing 67% of all
transfers by volume and 59% by value.
This compares with 64% and 47%,
respectively, at the end of 2025, and
65% and 48% in the first quarter of 2025.

The number and value of second-
hand home transfers in the first quarter
of2026 rose by 13.8% and 7.7% year-on-
year, respectively. In contrast, transfers
ofnew homes increased by only 6.2% in
volume while declining 1.1% in value.

Overall residential transfers
increased 11.2% in volume and 3.1%
in value, highlighting the growing pref-

erence for resale homes among Thai
buyers amid weaker purchasing power
and a slowing economy, REIC noted.
“Second-hand homes are increas-
ingly attractive to buyers because they
are often priced lower than new homes
in comparable locations,” said Narong-
pol Prapanirin, senior executive vice-
president of marketing at Government

Housing Bank and the acting director
of REIC,

According to the Siam Commercial
Bank Economic Intelligence Center,
average prices of second-hand homes
transferred in Greater Bangkok grew by
a cumulative 1% annually during 2019-
25, compared with 5% annual growth
for new homes.

However, transfer data over the past
three years show a softening trend in
both segments.

The average transfer price of new
homes rose to 4.71 million baht in 2023
from4.39 million in 2022, before easing
to 4.63 million in 2024 and 4.61 million
in 2025.

For second-hand homes, the average

transfer price declined from 2.44 million
bahtin 2023 to 2.41 million in 2024 and

2.36 million in 2025,

The growing appeal of resale homes
was reflected in transfer activity, com-
prising a 37% share of total residential
transfers in Greater Bangkok by volume
in 2020, growing to 42% in 2021, 49%
in 2022, 50% in 2023, 52% in 2024 and
54% in 2025.

Asimilar trend was recorded in trans-
fer value, with second-hand homes
accounting for 27% of the market in
2020, rising to 30% in 2021, 34% in both

2022 and 2023, 36% in 2024 and 38%
in 2025.

Resale home transfers nationwide in
the first quarter of 2026 increased across
all price segments except those priced
more than 7.5 million baht, which falls
outside the government's tax incentives
for housing units priced less than 7 mil-
lion baht.

In contrast, new home transfers
declined for units priced 1.01-1.5 mil-
lion baht and across all price brackets
more than 5 million baht, highlight-
ing continued pressure on purchasing
power, particularly among buyers of
higher-priced properties.

News ID: C-260605001048 (5 Jun 26/05:16)

dit 1360

CESCONEI 3 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700

o help@dataxet.co

@ www.dataxet.co

Second-hand
homes have
hecome more
popular as
purchasing
power weakens.
PATTARAPONG
CHATPATTARASILL

Page: 1/1

Dataxet Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Road, 17™ Floor, Mahatun Plaza Building, Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330, THAILAND

‘i Dataxet Thailand




Section: First Section/\F3¥3N3

-]narwam" Tuii: An3 5 fgwiew 2569

d#: 30 adun: 10792 w1 6(819271)

Thai Post Col.Inch: 8.78 Ad Value: 10,536 PRValue (x3): 31,608 AdY: 217-51

Circulation: 850,000 o o @ I3 I @ o a a
Ad Rate: 1200 ABANY: JUUTZLAK: EXIM BANK weigaogawiensengandigania

EXIM BANK WiSA9fBNn8nsinendiy

4 A
Sun?

sumsianmsaseanuaziiauaszmalng
(EXIM BANK) Lisiasourtiiandides andnan ugouon
mMareNdlyoune qummﬁmﬁmﬁmﬂmwﬁ n1a
aﬁmmlﬁmnq‘smmmﬂm‘mw‘ff uazausuiEne
nn3du WarsusmuazSupslaseadmienmitu
Titugndsdnamsnzan  nademdufdmiulasnis
(Project  Finance) uazm3davdunian  (Syndicated
Loan) Siramaustud 1 fiquieu 2569 uduly.

S%H217: C-260605008079 (5 §.9. 69/04:21) Wi 1/1

d>:<t 1360 Dataxet Limited ] 888/178 Ploenchit Road, 17 ™ Floor, Mahatun Plaza Building, Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330, THAILAND
essential % 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700 & www.dataxet.co o help@dataxet.co [} Dataxet Thailand




wiamsseiu 360°

Poo Jadkarn Daily 360 Degree
Circulation: 850,000

Ad Rate: 1.200

Section: First Section/ﬁ:u—n’lilﬁ%
Tuii: An3 5 fgwiew 2569
d#: 18 aUUN: 4751

Col.Inch: 34.09 Ad Value: 40,908

w1 6(819271)
PRValue (x3): 122,724

#298917: ANANsHUSUaRAwUIinsEnuse’sela-Als s

Aad: 217-6n

mMansaiUSuanA A uusAnsznusiasrela-mlsaie

fiamaneiuied — us fidlissyanmsiisuinisums
ﬂi.,mﬂvlmm (Tn.) ﬂ‘i“mmmuﬂwﬂi&mﬁm VLB
Anmussmwmawidied asauagn 19 TIaMslu 4
NANWEN & ens ‘smﬁmuﬁru%ﬁumﬂ Fevasdien
Tomdidnynsating ehorsuilungsnaaumed sl uay
dnTsafieafifiadnsufudn SME Teemaninmed
slaeEuiuaien e ufisemelunaia
TUITIEN LaZasE B e AN S WAL e ot
wmmmqvmﬁuu
Tuspimasuns va falilsufiuh wansmnbag
S ustsiions e swaiias lsufunan sy
e S {maqmqu{'l.mmwwmm"vn,ﬁm@'%iqﬂ%']m']
Frrafienuasm s suulaed mmmmwmmu) L]
mahwanTenuazar luszdude Winsnndenen
ﬁﬁymﬂﬂummwaﬂmaq (1 hasTsiflaamsn )
IsigniFussasoehasnn LLﬁti%UWGﬂﬁLLﬂULﬂuﬁ%BﬂLﬂ
L RAe S TR Pl Bt R se Ss
ladvhra mwaaﬂ'nﬁﬁaﬁwﬁm@imm*ﬂﬁmﬁﬂwa\iﬂm
s leadans sun. a7l WupanINIMT
W aadananasnaeruT m‘l@‘mqmnammm'ﬁ

UssaIos 5 FASTULY ¥50T17 1-2% maaml‘iz;mwm
FNNEHN
%aﬂmﬂﬁ ﬂ1-aLa.Jaawﬂaa@mﬁﬂﬁ:@maa b
mmsﬁnﬁmmmﬁﬁmmaﬂmmmmaa P THIETT
ma@ehuarmnamaqmwam‘l@‘mmammmmmw
amﬂsﬁ@nu mmumﬂmamagwmwawavﬂsumuwa
sevuloeass Toewn |4 ¥asu CASA udunm
T rwamwrr#m CASA ﬁdﬂ'}‘lﬂ?'ﬁ]‘l@]‘iuwﬂﬂﬁuﬂu
1NN wsllallgiEn |®Wﬁﬂ1®ﬂmaﬂiuﬂum1ﬂﬂﬂ® TIEN
e THANTEVILAEE %’Luwmusmm maagmmmm

SWHY17: C-260605040021 (5 §i.9. 69/04:56)

dit 1360

essential

luseeiy low single d|g|ts
iamwaqmmmiﬂma@mﬁmmammmﬂiq
Tuadie '-*1m%mmumw‘l@umwumﬂmma eldnaad
TUIITAGEN ﬂmummﬁuﬂ@mumam 17% 09918 6
T34 (FY25A) aamsain 23% ﬂauﬂmﬂ@mmmma
5 divrnlde mmmmumm\l@ﬁﬂmu 6 1 Teg
Prnasn Taalasu L'i\ﬁ-ﬂ‘lrbwmﬂ'ﬁ‘iﬂWLﬂﬂ’]‘]‘Jauﬂllvlﬂ 6]
) ‘lmum ﬁ“ﬂﬂmma‘mmmm NBYYUTIN Uasue
YIngenEmannINE e |@’J"|’$WFI1®U me“mm
wiunselulesing 2 mmarﬁ@nmmwmawmmwm

amwamamumﬂa‘uu Fata wanssunmaRy
ANFNT ﬁmmauma‘anmn{ﬂM WAnaENYaLAL YN
matsEnaun LB msTasysiae sl sunna

va.faligansduuei “NEUTRAL” slangs
TS BeTINasaUWMRIuiuanganasIEweN
nenviuasmnm gyl i@mmmwwiaTMH (KTB)
m"humaumﬂuﬂu) LLa”ﬁmmwwﬂmwm“@‘('lT B)
(Huvaen m‘l@%uu@q‘smmmﬁmﬂuwa) Whaviainih
uana N deesduuah Ga” mniusne raﬁaﬂ'ﬂm
(KBANK) (& mmmmﬂumsa@mhmummmm)
LAZTLR |'iﬂ‘jd@““aﬂﬁﬂ 1 (BAY) (Nasiidisg WAl
NLLH’"IM&JG\‘%%) el snaeuusth ‘D" dmSLmnens
ﬂ'ﬁmw(BBL “l:u ﬂ\lsmmrtmﬂuwa)ﬁum*‘twa
wwm*ﬁm(SC B) ( m\l'iﬁfm@mmﬁaunﬂmu DPS) Lm"ﬂam
gInAN IS AmAuivI(KKP) (%aﬂﬁquagslmzcﬂu
WAL AW UEAMLSS angsians
mmmmmmun W)

mu EalaN RISt bl %a #m3U KTB uay TTB
Imammmwmvaummu 40.00 WaY 2.60 1NV A1
on..

Wi 171

Dataxet Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Road, 17 ™ Floor, Mahatun Plaza Building, Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330, THAILAND

% 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700 @ www.dataxet.co

o help@dataxet.co [ Dataxet Thailand




