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Headline: New stimulus registration opens today

PRValue (x3): 117,503.43

Clip: Black/White

New stimulus
registration
opens today

Merchants, ordinary
citizens to benefit

POST REPORTERS

Registration for the “Thais Help Thais
Plus 60/40" scheme opens today from
6am for both merchants and ordinary
citizens, with the government sub-
sidising up to 60% of purchases in
an effort to stimulate the grassroots
economy nationwide.

Speaking yesterday, deputy govern-
ment spokeswoman Lalida Pherdwi-
watthana said the government had
established clear registration proce-
dures for shops, small businesses and
public transport operators to ensure
participation is convenient, transpar-
ent and verifiable.

Merchant registration will remain
open from today until July 31.

Businesses that previously partici-
pated in the “Khon La Khrueng Plus”
scheme can immediately confirm
their participation through the Tung
Ngern mobile app.

Merchants who did not participate
in the earlier programme must regis-
ter at service points jointly operated
by the Interior Ministry and Krung
Thai Bank or at any Krung Thai Bank
branch nationwide. Applicants are
required to open an account as Tung
Ngern merchants and submitthe nec-
essary documents.

New merchant applicants must
also verily their business category,
obtain certification and complete
document submission at designated
service points.

Public transport operators,

News ID: C-260525001023 (25 May 26/02:58)

including electric rail systems, buses,
public boats and affiliated transport
services, can apply directly through
the Tung Ngern app.

Successful applicants will receive
SMS confirmation. A “Thais Help
Thais Plus” banner will then appear
in the Tung Ngern app, enabling mer-
chants to accept programme condi-
tions and begin receiving payments
between June 1 and Sept 30 from 6am
to 11pm.

Eligible participants include food
and beverage outlets, general retailers,
blue-flag shops, community stores,
public transport operators and small
legal entities with annual revenue of
no more than 1.8 million baht.

Franchise convenience stores and
businesses operating as sales agents
are excluded.

Eligible purchases cover food,
beverages, general goods and public
transport services. Excluded items
include lottery tickets, alcoholic
drinks, tobacco, vouchers, prepaid
cards and advance-payment services.

General public registration also
opens today and runs until Sept 29,
or until the 30 million-participant
quota is filled.

Applicants must be citizens aged 18
or older, must not hold welfare cards
and must not have been suspended
from the programme. Benefits may be
used from June 1 to Sept 30.

“The government s placing impor-
tance on facilitating small-scale
entrepreneurs alongside ensuring
transparency, so that the Thais Help
Thais Plus 60/40 scheme will serve
as a key mechanism to stimulate the
grassroots economy and generate
widespread circulation of income in
communities,” Ms Lalida said.
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Headline: Abhisit warns borrowing plan may burden taxpayers later on

nakok Post

THAILAND i} 8 LIFE GURL LEARNIN

Abhisit warns borrowing plan may
burden taxpayers later on

wADO »

The government's 400-billion-baht borrowing plan and Land Bridge
gaproject could place b rrm financial burdens on the public, says
Abhisit Vejjajiva, leader of the opposition Democrat Party

The government should listen more carefully to recommendations and
consider measures that conld be implemented withowt additional
borrawing, such as lowering fuel prices, he said.

The government issued i decree authorising the Finance Ministry 1o
borrow up to 400 billion baht by Sept 30, 2027, 1o address the economic
and secial impacts of rising global energy prices and the country’s encrgy
transition,

A 200-billion-baht portion will be alloeated to relief measures aimed at
easing the burden on b holds, furmers and busi affected by the
energy crisis. The rest will fund long-term encrgy transition projects,
including renewable enetgy development, electric vehicle promotion, EV
charging infrastructure and workforee developanent for a low carban

ECONOMIY.

Mr Abhisit said the Energy Ministry should instead act on its promise to
address unusually high refinery margins and revise the oil pricing
reference system linked 1o Singapore. Mamtaining the current structure
and stbilising retail fuel prices through the 041 Fuel Fund would leave
financial burdens with the public, he stressed.

“If the government doesn't tackle the root canse, which is energy and fuel
prices, it will eventually need to spend Inrge amounts of money on short-

termn relief while ereating long-term dela for future generations,” be said.

When asked about o propaosal, Mre Abhisic said the matter is at the
diseretion of the House Speaker.
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Retirement savings plan tipped for 2027

Expanded options
for investors

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

The Finance Ministry expects the
new tax-deductible retirement sav-
ings scheme, known as the Thailand
Individual Savings Account (TISA), to
become available in the next tax year,

according to the Fiscal Policy Office
(FPO) chief.

Vinit Visessuvanapoom, director-
general of the FPO, said the minis-
try is preparing an overhaul of the
TISA framework to increase flex-
ibility and expand investment options
for taxpayers.

The revised structure broadens the
range of eligible assets beyond invest-
ments made solely through mutual
tunds, aligning with changing economic
conditions and evolving investment

technologies, he noted.

The ministry believes there are more
effective monitoring mechanisms and a
wider range of investment assets avail-
able, so it is considering allowing tax-
payers to independently choose to save
or invest in individual stocks approved
by the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission (SEC), said Mr Vinit.

The reform would allow individuals
to select investment vehicles that best
suit their financial knowledge, prefer-
ences and needs, he said.

The savings scheme is divided into
two groups: independent manage-
ment of stocks and assets approved by
the SEC, and for those unfamiliar with
investing or preferring fund manage-
ment, mutual funds are available. The
latter group may be subject to manage-
ment fees.

Mr Vinit said the ministry is review-
ing the savings limits and conditions to
ensure they are appropriate. Previous
discussions considered an investment
ceiling of 800,000 baht, but this figure is
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being reviewed to match the economic
context, he said.

The ministry is gathering opinions
from relevant agencies to determine the
most suitable conditions.

Regarding the timeline, the ministry
aims to finalise all details and regula-
tions as soon as possible, allowing
taxpayers to begin purchasing and
planning investments under the new
framework in the next tax year, said Mr
Vinit. The ministry intends to announce
the scheme in advance so people can

plan their finances before the launch,
he noted.

The TISA scheme is part of a long-
term review of the government's reve-
nue and tax structure to alignit with the
medium-term fiscal framework, said Mr
Vinit. The Revenue Department is con-
sidering the issue in tandem with the
country’s revente generation system to
identity appropriate tools for generating
sufficient income to support national
development and sustainably provide
public welfare services.
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