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PM signs Bt400bn loan decree, vows zero graft

f 07 May 2026 oy Thal PES World
‘ | RELATED NEWS
in Bangkok among 60 provinces on storm
alert until Sunday
L] D07 My 2026
==
Airport fee hike to raise airfares, fund
@ infrastructure upgrades: AOT
(007 May 2026
Company apologises after tilapia sold as
mackerel
(D) OF May 2026
S Pt it A 1
P LisTEN e A T A P e ST ~ Trump says Iran deal 'very possible' but
threatens strikes if talks fail
. L . = - n [T 07 May 2026
Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul announced yesterday that he has officially signed a draft y
emergency decree authorising the Ministry of Finance to barrow 400 billion baht to address energy [
crises and fund the country's energy transition.
Speaking at 810pm, Anutin, who also serves as the Interior Minister, assured the public that the funds
would be managed with absolute transparency, promising "not a single satang" would be lost to I Suggested For You
corruption or collusion,
The Frime Minister stated that the decree will soon be published in the Royal Gazette, A screening Chadchart remains favourite for second
committes, chaired by the permanent secretary for finance, will be established to vet all proposed s term: NIDA poll chief
projects to ensure they align strictly with the decree's cbjectives. (0 06 ey 2026
“As the head of government who signed this decree, | am personally responsible for every baht.. | give
my word that the Cabinet and | will monitor this closely. There will be no 'under-the-table’ deals ar
collusion. Everything must be transparent and sclely for the benefit of the pecple” Anutin said. Firm ordered to recall all canned fish
mislabeled mackerel
Addressing concerns raised by credit rating agencies like Moody's, regarding Thailand's new barrowing, [T 05 May 2038
the Prime Minister argued that the move is financially seund, noting that the government is borrowing
exclusively in Thai Baht, effectively eliminating exchange-rate risks.
Furthermore, he emphasised that the loans carry low interest rates and will not require raising the Gambling forecasted to surge 51% during
existing public debt ceiling. Euro 2024 : Stop Gambling Foundation
116 Jun 2024
*The real burden for any government is interest, but we secured very low rates.” Anutin explained, "This
also provides liquidity to domestic financial institutions. Lending to the governmeant is secure. Thers is
no risk of Mon-Performing Loans [MPLs], so banks do not need to set aside heavy reserves” he claimed:
¥ Increasingly-popular Donald Trump has
Unlike long-term infrastructure projects that take years to yield results, he stressed that this capital been found guilty of many felony charges
injection is designed for immediate relief. R —_—
"This money goes directly to the people. Itisn't for projects that will anly be seen In five to seven years,"
he sald, adding "it allows citizens to access funds iImmediately to lower thelr cost of living and improve
their overall quality of life.”
| caTEGORY
News ID: I-1260507001281 Page: 1/1
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PM signs B400bn loan decree,
i vows zero graft

D07 May 2026 by Thal PES Word

‘ | RELATED NEWS

in
® 1 Company apologises after
tilapia sold as mackerel
D 07 May 2026
==
ﬁ - Trump says Iran deal 'very
possible' but threatens...
0 7 May 2026
ASEAN leaders urged to
take tougher stance on...
@D O7 May 2026
' LISTEMN 7] ek o=t = e <0 s - 0 e o o
. . < . Chadchart remains
Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul announced yesterday that he favourite for second term:,
has officially signed a draft emergency decree authorising the s sy acas
Ministry of Finance to borrow 400 billion baht to address energy
crises and fund the country’s energy transition.
Speaking at 6.10pm, Anutin, who also serves as the Interior Minister,
assured the public that the funds would be managed with absolute I Suggested For You
transparency, promising "not a single satang” would be lost to
corruption or collusion. Chadchart remains
favourite for second term....
The Prime Minister stated that the decree will scon be published in (© 06 May 2026
the Royal Gazette, A screening committee, chaired by the permanent
secretary for finance, will be established to vet all proposed projects
to ensure they align strictly with the decree's objectives. Firm Ofd?red to recall all
canned fish mislabeled...
"As the head of government who signed this decree, | am personally 0% May 2026
responsible for every baht... | give my word that the Cabinet and | will
mcmlt_or this close_ly, There will be no 'under-the-table' deals or Gambling forecasted to
collusion. Everything must be transparent and solely for the benefit surge 51% during Euro 202
of the people," Anutin said. 3 Sk 3025
Addressing concerns raised by credit rating agencies like Moody's,
regarding Thailand's new borrowing, the Prime Minister argued that Y Increasingly-popular Donald
the move is financially sound, noting that the government is Trump has been found...
borrowing exclusively in Thai Baht, effectively eliminating exchange- (D 14 Jun 2024
rate risks.
Furthermore, he emphasised that the loans carry low interest rates
and will not require raising the existing public debt ceiling. I CATEGORY
"The real burden for any government is interest, but we secured very
low rates" Anutin explained. "This also provides liquidity to domestic
financial institutions. Lending to the government is secure. There is
no risk of Non-Performing Loans (NPLs), so banks do not need to set
aside heavy reserves," he claimed.
Unlike long-term infrastructure projects that take years to yield
results, he stressed that this capital injection is designed for
immediate relief.
"This money goes directly to the people. It isn't for projects that will
only be seen in five to seven years," he said, adding "it allows citizens
to access funds immediately to lower their cost of living and improve
their overall quality of life."
News ID: I-1260507001057 Page: 1/1
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Anutin pledges full scrutiny after signing
B400bn loan decree

0 PruEsIAY, WAT U7, 2028

News ID: I-1260507000586

Anutin says the B400bn domestic loan will carry low
interest, avoid exchange-rate risk and directly benefit Thai
people

Prime Minkster anid Bateroe Mikster Anagin Chansinkal said he has shgied e draft emergency

decros sathorising the Pinance Minlsery o b Buaoo billion 1o address the impact of the energy
ertabs and suppart Thalland's energy tramsition,

Speaking at Government Howse at eapm an May 6, Arutin said the decree would nexs be
published in the Roy . A praj L will then b

ihe y oo the

, chaired by

i
He saiek all progsed prajects must he screened by the permanent secretary and mast eomply with

the objectives of the hoan decros, Anucin added that e, as prins minksier, would be responsibie for
caring the maney is ased ramsparently.

“Fwant oo stress thar | sm the hesd of the T bsas s shymed chiis d Therefore,

every bahz und every sating of this loan must be supervised by me o ensure it s not misdsed and
thar there is no leakage at all,* Anutin said.

Hic saiel b pegarided the respomsshility as an bonc and pledged tha the By billion would be
elosely monitored by himselfand the Cabinet.

Nt a slrge satang muss slip away, nateven the smallese amount, o anything that does vor
benelit the peaple. Enenthing must he
the peaple,” he said,

& 3 Froe from collasian and wloby for

Anked whether cradit ating agency Moody's had éupressed conéem over Thailand's loan decres,
Awtin sald the real busden for the govermment was Interest pryments, hu the bosrawing woukd
carry a vy Jow interest mate bocause |t woubd be raised entiredy in Thai hahe

He saidd this meant there vouald be no exchange-rate risk, po need to raise the borrowing ceifing,
ned the move would alse supparn Byuldicg among Bnanetal nsinnion kersllig o the govesnmest
Such loans, he wlded, woakl cortainly not hecome non-performing loans and woull nat regquise
heavy risk provivians,

Asusties anid thee ot of interest was alsast incompnhle with the spportunities the Losn weuld

creae for the pablic.

Hie salel the meomey woild reach people dircstly, rather than being spent on profects thar imight ke
fiwe t1 sevien et shiwe rosubts The aims, he s, was sn reduce people’s cost of living while

g their gqualivy af lif,

Related

People's Party Warns BOT Warns Proposed Moody's Names
B400bn Loan Decree.. THB400bn Borrowing.. Thalland Among Mo..

Moy OB, 020 Moy 06, 3038 Moy 06, 2028
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Headline: Stimulus scheme to open registration on May 25
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Stimulus scheme to open registration on
May 25

Prograines will be jmgle

ented 1 twao phases, with each covering two months

wADPO O

EXPO2026

BANGKOK

How does Thai Chuay Thai Plus use Al for SMEs? -+
What economic goals drive Thalland's subsidy schemes? +
Where ate Thal Chuay Thai goods distributed? -

5 o —
(?”Mtlrou Ask Bangkok Post nnything oj.

The Ministry of Finance is scheduled to open registration for the “Thai
Chuay Thai Plus™ {Thais Help Thais Plus) scheme and the state welfare
eard programme on May 25.

Speaking after the cpening ceremony of the Money Expo on Thursday,
Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas said people who suecessfully
register and qualify for the government schemes can begin using their
benefits from June 1.

Under the programme, people who do not hold state welfare cards
receive 1,000 baht per month in their e-wallets for four months.

The g beidises 600 of spanding, with 400 paid by
participants. Boughly 30 million people are expected to qualify under this
category, he said.

State welfare cardholders total 13.2 million people, and they receive an
additional 700 baht in their e-wallets on top of the existing 300-baht
beqefit, providing 1,000 bahi per month for four months.

The funds can be spent at participating stores wnder Thai Chuay Thai Plus
and at Blue Flag shops operated by the Ministry of Commerce. Around
1.5 million shops previously joined similar government subsicy
programmes.

Mr Ekniti said the programmes will be implemented in rwo phases, with
each phase covering two months.

Druring the first phase, the government reviews the eligibility of state
welfare cardholders. Those who no longer meet the criteria, such as
individuals earning more than 100,000 baht per vear, lose welfare
benefits bur will qualify for the eo-pay scheme, he said.

Thai Chuay Thai Plus will be enhanced through the use of artificial
intelligence {Al} technology to help merchants analyse their balance
sheets, income, expenses and best-selling products, said Mr Ekniri.

This database will help vendors and small business owners when they
apply for leans from state-owned financial institutions, he noted,

Thailand must make use of Al to help create wealth for Thais and
strengthen the nation's position as a foreign investment hub, as the
country’s neutrality and stability make it a safe destination for investors,
according to the minister.

TikTok recently raceived investment promation approval for an outlay of
900 hillion baht in Thailand, halstering investment in data centres, he
nated,
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Headline: Moody's upbeat on economy’s strength

Bangkok Post
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Moody's upbeat on economy's strength

* Al leadership: the new divide in the
workforce

* Tata mulls mere solar as oil prices
apike

* Thailand approves $25-billion
investment by

PADO =

* AT initiative targets healthears
revolution

= Private credit faces a stress Lest

YOU MAY LIKE

Shawshank Hedemption Cast Explain What Most
Fans Never Figured Out

Maoody's Ratings has icentified Thailand as one of five emerging
e bear itioned to with d global shoeks, highlighta

srronger policy les and tmp i over the past five
VeRrs

In its latest report, carried by the Star newspaper in Malaysia, the agency
grouped Thailand with Malaysia, Indin, Indowesin and Mexico amaong the
mast resilient performers. It said that despite facing Covid-19, global
Interest rate tghiendng, banking sector stress amd trade ensions, these
eronomies avoided sharp spikes in risk premiums and maintained market
access.

Moody's said velarility in bond yields and exchange rares persicre in lne
with giobal cycles, but credit risk spreads have remained relatively stahla,
il mnvestor in meo i Reforms
such as inflation targeting, exchange te flexibility, improved debt
managament and deaper local currency markets have enabled these

eountries 1o absorh shoeks withour triggering funding erises.

Responding to the assessment that Thailand can withstand economic
shocks, Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Ekniti
Mirithanprapas said thie reflects the government's efforts 1o outline a clear
economic reform plan, particularly its forus on clean energy investment,
He gaid regulatory easing. including the Board of Investment's Fast Pass
scheme, helped accelerate mvestment, with actual investment in the first
quarter rising 18% year-on-year.

Moody's also views Thailand as economically stable, supported by a
current account surples and international reserves of about $280 billion.
Including forward positions of $20 billion, total reserves reach around
$300 billion, equivalent te 10 months of imports, Even if all short-term
external debt were withdrawn, reserves would remain 2.5 times higher,
he said.

Self-care for older adults Coconut waters the
during Thoiband's summes  nataeal hoalth drnk foe
hailand's brutal heat

Unemplovment rémains below 1%, while inflation is celatively low,
although it recently rose to 2.9% due o higher domestic costs nked o
the energy crisis. Mr Ekniti added Moody's considers Thai govermment
bonds highly resilient and liquid. About 99% of government borrowing is
domestic, while bond yields remain ow.

Subseribe to our newsletters for
exclusive content.
KEVWORDS  Thailand ceeamy Mocdy's credit rating Gecuamic resilicnce
Fareign investment thailasd kit

Thatland internasions] meeres
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Hame  Markets Thai Land Bridge Project Poised to Attrac: Forsign Investments and Benefit Darnestic Contractors

y Chum
Ranong phon

Thai Land Bridge Project Pois
Domestic Contractors

Markets, Thailland

The Tha: government has announced a sweeping revision of its strateqc plan for the

Land Bridge project, which aims to connect the Gulf of Thalland ta the Andaman Sea

The new direction, under a committes ked by Deputy Prime Ministar and Finance
Mini
prior
90 days—will assess economic prote

 Ekriti Mitithanpr rmvolves a comprehensive feasibility study e

wiEwing

¢ and expanding the proje n within

= gcope This study—set for compsle

on, technoiogical sdvancemsnt, and impacts on

local commurrith

<. Upea confirmation of economic value, the findings will move 1o the

Cabinet for consideration

Previous Land Bridge studies lackad comprehensive logistics integration, prampting

Prime Minister Anutin Tharmvirakul to call for a brosder review This includes aval

th the Southem

systems such as dualtrack raiway links and integrating the projs
Econemic Cormdor (SEC) The SEC now covers Nakhon 5t Thammar
mphon, and Ranong, expanding the project’s reach and address

+ wi

1. Surat Thani,
oncarns such

a5 land expropristion

The project feasibility will now include new geopolitical factors—like possible tolls for
the Stralt «

Malacca—reflecting evolving global chalienges Studles completed two
years ago by the Office of Transport and Traffic Policy and Flanning are considered

cutdated dus to recent geopolitical developments

it deemed viable, the government will promptly proceed The project, championed

since 2019 and further unified with the now only awaits solutions for funding For

resentatives from sav,

rsight, the new committee features

including the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, the Ministr

of Energy.
nrmental and

and the Ministry of Industry—to ensure coordination and address envi

community concerms

Oin the technical side, the Land Bridge modet! will comprise four main components a
deep-sea port at Laem Riu {Chumphon), a deep-sea port at Laem Ao Ang {Ranong), a

90-km connectar raute with both motorway and dual-track railway, and oll and

pipelines. Planned rail links will allow exports from Laem Chabang and the EEC

1o Ranang, strengthening export routes to Europe and China and bypas

Singapore. This infrastructure is positioned to support nearly & milion co

exported annually.

Kamo! iamaltrakd, an (rdependent scholar, noted that the project remains in the
stuely phase t | =11 far bidding in 2026 under a Public Private
Bartnershiy Fi or ls anticipated to handle D0% of conctruction and

operations under a5sion, with an estimated investment of THE T triicn
The govermment wiil cover land

THE 10 killion in public funds.

xpropriation and key f

tation, requering at least

el 50

majerity foreign ewnership In return for medern technology and capital Interested

oups could |

0% stakes, with the government allowing

parties include OP World (UBAE), New Werld Development (Heng ong), CHEC and

2 {China), Mitsui (lapon), as well as funds from Singapore, Saudi Aratia, Europe
and the US Major Thai contractors, including STECON, CK, ITO, UNIC; PYLON, SEAFCC,
C, are expected 1o benefit fram constructic
backlogs

emand and boost thelr contract

The project structure rewards f sionalras witl

oraign conc

year rights, loglstics
fees, and property development potential, whiie offering substantial construction
opportundties to Thai partner firms and spurring industrnal growth within the SEC
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Headline: Thailand orders 90 day review of Landbridge project amid global uncertainty - Pattaya Mail
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Thailand orders 90 day review
of Landbridge project amid
global uncertainty

By Pawaya Mail May 7, 2026 @043 wmaq

tweet

Deputy Prime f
geopalifical lensions

BANGKOK, Thailand — Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas
has launchad a comprahensive 90-day review of the multi-billion dollar "Landbridge” project,
citing the need io account for a volatile global gecpelitical landscape and ongming mantime
conflicts

Eknib, recently appointed by Prime Minister Anulin Charnvirakul to chair the project’s study
committea, stated on Wednesday that the government will update existing feasibility studies
rather than starting from scratch. The renewed assessment aims o provide clarnty on the
project's economic viability in hght of shifing global trade dynamics.

Ekniti said the world situation has changed significantly and emphasized the need to
integrate current global contexts into the project's assumplions, particularly geopohtical
tensions, active wars, and disruptions in key international straits that are currently impacting
the global aconomy.

Thea Landbridge project, designed to bypass the congested Strait of Malacca by connecting
the Andaman Sea and the Gulf of Thailand via rail and road, has faced scrutiny over its
envirmnmental and social costs. Ekniti emphasized that the new study will move beyond
pure economics to rigorously evaluate environmental impacts and community feedback.

The National Economic and Social Development Council (NESDC) will serve as the
committes’s secretarial. Ekniti pledged that the 90-day investigation would be conducted
with total transparency to ensure the project delivers maximum benefit to the Thai public. “1
confirm that | will perform this duty to the best of my ability a5 a Thai citizen,” Ekniti said.
"We will adhere lo principles of ransparancy and integrity to ensure this study serves the
highest interests of the country.” — 819 [TNVA)
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Headline: Land Bridge panel to review past studies

Land Bridge panel to review past studies e
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Headline: Hormuz crisis revives Landbridge push with Ranong port lead

L1 News

Hormuz crisis revives Landbridge push with
Ranong port lead

sl finet-phose investment
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Headline: BOT rejects stagflation fears as loan decree lifts GDP outlook
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BOT rejects stagflation fears as loan decree
lifts GDP outlook
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BOY says is notin with the
baht loan decres axpected to lift 2026 GDP growth to 21%.
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