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Headline: Thailand approves major borrowing package to cushion impact of Middle East conflict

WORLD

Thailand approves major borrowing package to cushion impact of Middle East
conflict

Thailand approved a 12.2 billion USD emergency borrowing package on May 5 to cushion the economic impacts of the Middle East tension. marking one of the country's largest
borrowing plans in decades.

Wednesday. May 06. 2026 03:12

“ B & Bangkok (VNA) - Thailand approved a 12.2 billion USD emergeney borrowing
kage on May 5 to eushion the ie ity of the Middle East rension,

marking one of the country's largest borrowing plans in decades,

The cabmet said the funding would be used to boost domestic spending and ease economic
hardships as inflation rises and growth slows, with the finance mmistry last week cutting
its GDP growth forecast to 1.6%. from 2.4% last year.

The loan of about 400 billion THB (12.21 billion T'SD) wall be deployed from Tune to
September. and inchide aid for meore than 20 million low-mcome people under the

government's “Thais Helps Thais" scheme to case living costs.

It will also be need to support alternative energy, Finance Minister Ekniri Nitithanprapas
said at a news conference after a cabinet meeting.

Meanwhile, Deputy Prime Minister and Finanee Mim Elenits Nitirl

pas satd part of
the funds would also support renewable energy.

The confliet in the Maddle East. whach began i lare February. has disrupted global energy
markets. driving up prices of oil and gas. maritime ransport and constmer goods,
Observers say the newly approved package is among the largest borrowings by Southeast
Asta's second-largest cconomy in recent years, though still below levels seen during the
Asian Financial Crisis and the COVID-19 period.

Ekniti noted that public debt stood at 66.38% of GDP as of March. below the 70% ceiling.
and the new borrowing would remain within this limit. Core inflation is projected to reach

3% this year, a sharp inerease from the carlier estimate of 1.3%.,

VA
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Headline: Thailand to borrow US$12.2 billion as Mideast crisis bites

Asia

Thailand to borrow USS$12.2 billion as Mideast crisis
bites

e
(Updated: 05 May 2024 02:26PM)
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Thailand's Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul delivers his govemment's polley statement to the parliament In
Bangkok, Thalland, Apr 9, 2026, (Photo: Reuters/Athlt Perawongmethal

Read a summary of this article on FAST, Related Topics

Thailand

BANGKOK: Thailand approved a US$12.2 billion emergency berrowing package on Also worth reading
Tuesday (May 5) to cushion the ecenomic impacts of the Middle East war, marking
one of the country's largest borrowing plans in decades.

The cabinet sald the funding would be used to boost domestic spending and ease
economic hardships as inflation rises and growth slows, with the finance ministry ° got lucky. Not Former air steward
last week cutting its GDP growth forecast to 1.6 per cent, frem 2.4 per cent last everyone does’: The..  gets jall for taking...
year.

The loan of about 400 billion baht will be deployed from June to September, and
include ald for more than 20 miilion low-income people under the government's

"Thais Helps Thais" scheme to ease living costs, Man.on trial for

aiding sex work by...

®ad flag or normal
behaviour? How...

It will also be used to support alternative eneray, Finance Minister Ekniti
Nitithanprapas sald at 2 news conference after a cabinet meeting.
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prices, resulting in rising prices for oil and gas, shipping and consumer goods. g “‘"’:"‘“ ARy TRELSS Wi .
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Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul called the loan "a tool to move the country
forward and prevent economic weakening”,

"we will get through this crisis together," he told reporters,

The borrowed sum is among the highest in recent history, but below levels seen
during the 1997 Asian financial crisis and the COVID-19 pandemic years:

Public debt stood at 66.38 per cent of the country's GDP in March, below the 70
per cent ceilling, and the new loans will not breach the limit, the finance minister
said.

Thailand's core inflation was forecast to hit 3.0 per cent this year, up from an
earlier estimate of 0.3 per cent.
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Headline: Thailand to borrow US$12.2 bil as Mideast crisis bites
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Thailand to borrow US$12.2 bil as Mideast crisis bites
Aa
AFE 05 M Tradeview sees SkyeChip's
patented IP, geopolitical neutrality
driving 57% IPO upside
Ukas to award MMC Corp-led
ERRENMIB ARLErRIsE o
abrupt cut in ride commissions
Muhammad Faris Johari, 2B-year-
old accountant, named as Sungei
Ujong in Negeri &
Rising input costs may lift
Malaysia's il ion near two-y
high
Fhoto by Zahid lzzanliThe Edge
BANGKOK (May 5): Thalland approved a US5$12.2 blllion {RM48.4 bllion) emergency borrowing package
on Tuesday o cushion the economic Impacts of the Middle East war, marking one of the country’s largest s M A
berrowing plans In decades, Diversification: what Resilient Founders Do
Differenthy
The Cabinet said the funding would be used to boost domestic spending and ease economic hardships as & W m W o
inflation rises and growth slows, with the Finance Ministry last week cutting its gross domestic product
(GDP) growth forecast to 1.6%, from 2.4% last year,
The loan of about 400 billion baht will be deployed from June to September, and include aid for more than
20 million low-income people under the government's "Thais Helps Thais” scheme o ease living cosls.
It will also be used to support alternative energy, Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas said at a news
conference after a Cabinet meeting.
The UiS-Israel war against Iran that began in late February has roiled global energy prices, resulting in
rising prices for oll and gas, shipping and consumer goods.
Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul calied the loan "a tool to move the country forward and prevent
economic weakening”.
"We will get through this crisis together,” he told reporters.
The borrowed sum is among the highest In recent history, but below levels seen during the 1997 Asian
financlal crisls and the Covid-19 pandemic years.
FPublic debt stood at 66.38% of the country’s GDP in March, below the 70% ceiling, and the new loans will
not breach the limit, the finance minister said.
Thalland's cora inflation was forecast to hit 3.0% this year, up from an earller estimate of 0.3%.
Uploaded by Tham Yek Lee
1\
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Headline: Cabinet approves 400-billion-baht loan decree to tackle energy crisis
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Cabinet approves 400-billion-baht loan decree
to tackle energy crisis

L nation

Anutin bamcwing
Wuineg costs, pravent stagliotion and oecelorate Thoiland's
energy transition.
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Cabinet Approves 400 Billion Baht Loan to Tackle Energy Costs

it

share €
Ay 26 views 109 i

The Cahinet has approved an emergency decres authorizing up to 400 killian baht in borrowing 1o address
rising energy costs and support the country” s energy transition. Prime Minister Anutin Charmviraku said
the funding will help ease pressure on households and businesses while maintaining economic stabidity.

The decision follows tensions in the Widdle East that have pushed up global energy and commedity prices,
Increasing living casts and atfecting economic activity. The government is now working to prevant a periad
of high inflation combined with siower growih by enabling faster policy responses under an emergency
frarmewori.

The sum will be directed toward hwo rmain areas! i liate reliel and longer-lerm adjustments o the energy
system. Short-term measures include reducing household expenses and production costs, with support
targeted al sectors such as agricullure through assistance with inputs ke fertilizers and energy.

At the same tlime, authorities are prepanng steps to shill toward & more modern energy struciure, reducing
reliance on fossil fuels while improving energy security and competitiveness. The plan also includes
waorkforce adjusiments 10 align with changes in the energy sector

Oficlals sald the measures will targes low- and middie-income groups, farmers, small businesses_ and
industries impacted by rising costs. The Finance Ministry is expected to provide further detads, with the
governmenlt indicaling thal borrowing will be managed under fiscal discipline lo address global economic
uncertainty.
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Headline: Cabinet to consider Bt400bn loan decree to address Mid-East fallout
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Cabinet to consider Bt400bn loan decree to address Mid-
¢ East fallout
DS May s by Tha P wel:

| RELATED NEWS

B FishAl app in hot water over poor performance

Thunderstorms expected as Thailand transitions
into rainy season
@ D& May 2026

YouTuber sorry for Songkran grout prank, repeat
offence risk
B (106 may 2028

P LsTEN ] O 0B 0~ 0 1 -

The Cabinet is expected to deliberate over a 400-killion-baht emergency loan decres today, aimed at cushioning the
Thai against the ing cenflict in the Middle East, ing to Prime Min Anutin C| i

The proposed barrowing will fund the Thai Chuay Thai Plus' (Thais Help Thais Plus) stimulus packages, an initiative set to
run from June to September this year.
| Suggested For You
The Prime Minister, who also serves as Interior Minister, emphasised that the funds would focus on lewering the cost of
living and accelerating the country's energy transition, . .
Southern Bhumjaithai MPs under fire over SEC
bills

@ 06 way 2026

"I szld it and | will do it Anutin told reporters, relterating his administration's commitment to swift economic
Intervention,

According to Government House sources, once the Cabinet grants its approval, the Ministry of Finance will meet with
the Office of the Cauncil of State to vet the draft decres. The decument will then be submitted for Royal enderssment
and published in the Royal Gazette, allowing the government to begin the process of securing the loans immediately. .
Thunderstorms expected as Thailand transitions
into rainy season

T D& May 2026

The cornerstone of the stimulus package is the ‘Whon Lo Khrueng Plus’ {Half-and-Half Plus) co-payment scherme, which
is expected to cover more than 20 million citizens.

Additlonally, the plan includes a direct cash infection of 4,000 baht per persen for approximately 13.4 milllon state
walfare cardholders.

Gambling forecasted to surge 51% during Euro
2024 : Stop Gambling Foundation

116 Jun 2024

This benefit will be di in manthly i of 1,000 baht starting June 1. The Ministry of Finance estimates
that these measures will regquire owver 100 billlon baht in fending.

Fallowing today's initial review, the specific details of the walfare card top-ups and the co-payment scheme ara
expected to be finalised for formal Cabinet endorsement next Tuesday,

If approved, registratlon for the schemes will open during the final two weeks of this month.
P 2 5 j Increasingly-popular Donald Trump has been

: ) i P found guilty of many felony charges

The gowvernment intends for the projects to commence officially on June 1, as part of its broader strategy to maintain

P s £ @114 Jun 2024
domestic consumption amid global volatility. un

| caTEcORY
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#¥228217: Ekniti says ‘Thai Help Thai Plus’ set for June 1 launch, with state covering 60%
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Ekniti says ‘Thai Help Thai Plus’ set for June 1
launch, with state covering 60%

[ TUESDAY, MAY 05 2026

v Aation

SO D ad

Finance Minister Ekniti says the ‘'Thai Help Thai
Plus’ scheme could reach Cabinet by May 18,
offering a 60/40 co-payment model for up to 30
million people, plus direct aid for the most
vulnerable.

Dieputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas said the
Finance Ministry is preparing to submit the “Thai Help Thai Plus” schemie ta the

govertment’s | pending i nekt week, with the plan
enpeoted to go before the Cabinet for approval as carly as May 19 as part of
measures to sase cost-oft living pressures.

MOST VIEWED
Ekriith said the programme is designed o merge the concepts of the “Khon La

Khrueng” co-payment scheme and the state welfare card into a single package. 3 el sl i il o Ml t o oyt b Meniie
Japan in July
Under the proposed design, lower-income peaple wha are still able to contribute
wotld wee g eo-poyment model, with the government covering 6o% and individoals 2 Japan vows wider Asio energy aid as Middie East
pving go%, Those Facing severe hardship and with no ineome would receive direct Renong it
assistance withaut any co-payment requirement.
3. "Cancer is Curable” Redefining the Journey of Care -

The government bs still argeding Jume o for registeation and rellout, he said The Bhana Chandrakamal, MD. | Time to Talk EF.53
initial estimate places the 60% co-payment suppart group at 3o million people,
while the current welfare card holder base is 13-4 million. Details will be reviewed 4. AOT plans obout THEED billion investment to expand
again by the sereening committee. airpart capacity
On funding, Ekniti said the budget eould be drawn from muleiple sources and E. True, Google and Thallands Gavernment Lawnah
wotld mot be lmited to borrowing alone. He cited theee potential channels: Haticnwide Al Litaracy Drive

* an emergency borrowing

®= the central comtingency | T |

. rou tnils pulled biek from hudgets that kave not vet

entered procurement,

Ekniti stressed that the funding source and spending plan are separate issues, and
that the Binance Ministry will determine the most suitable fanding mix. He urged
the public ot to worry, saving the June @ launch remaing in line wich the
government’s stated timeline,
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