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GOVERNANCE

State procurement touts digital projects

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

Government procurement will
focus primarily on investment in
digital innovation and green ini-
tiatives, says Finance Minister
Ekniti Nitithanprapas.

In his keynote speech at the Inter-
national Public Procurement Confer-
ence, attended by countries across the
Asia-Pacific region, Mr Ekniti said
that Thailand's public procurement
system, overseen by the Comptrol-
ler General’s Department, plays a
key role in shaping national develop-
ment strategies.

In Thailand, public procurement
accounts for around 10% of GDP,
while in some countries it can be as
high as 20%.

He added that Thailand aims to
use public procurement as a tool
to support the growth of Thai small
and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs) by providing them with

certain advantages.

However, the core focus of Thai-
land’s public procurement strategy
willbe on investments in digital inno-
vation and green initiatives to drive
national development.

Mr Ekniti said the Comptroller
General's Department will enhance
the efficiency of the public procure-
ment system and make it more con-
venient for businesses contracting
with the government, especially SMEs.

The department plans to develop
the e-GP platform into a central plat-
form accessible to financial institu-
tions, enabling them to provide loans
more easily to SMEs that are govern-
ment contractors.

He also stated that digital sys-
tems will be increasingly adopted in
procurement processes to improve
transparency and speed. In addi-
tion, the department will make
more of its data publicly accessible
to further enhance transparency in
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Mr Ekniti said Thailand’s public
procurement system plays a key role
in shaping national development
strategies.

government procurement.
Regarding the second phase of the
government’s “Khon La Khrueng”

programme, also known as the “Thai
Chuay Thai” project, Mr Ekniti said
that funding sources are currently
under consideration.

One potential source is budget allo-
cations that cannot be contractually
committed by April 30.

The government plans to issue a
budget transfer act to reallocate these
funds for the programme, with the
Comptroller General Department’s
director-general and the director of
the Budget Bureau assigned to review
the matter.

Previously, Mr Ekniti estimated that
uncommitted budget funds by April
30 could total between 80 billion and
100 billion baht.

The Thai Chuay Thai project is
expected to begin by June. Initially,
participants will receive 1,000 baht a
month for four months. The govern-
ment will cover 60% of the expenses,
while the remaining 40% will be paid
by participating citizens.
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TRADE

Thai SMEs urged to seek new markets amid shipping hurdles

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

Exports by Thai small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs) are expected
to be adversely affected by changes in
shipment patterns, says the head ofthe
Export-Import (Exim) Bank of Thailand.

According to president Charat Rat-
tanaboonniti, the conflict has forced
exporting SMEs to adapt to survive
based on disrupted international ship-
ping routes passing through conflict
zones, resulting in higher logistics costs.

As a result, export pricing calcula-
tions must separate product prices from

transport costs, as shipping costs are
affected by volatile oil prices and rising
insurance premiums.

For example, a product may cost
US$100, with an additional $10 for ship-
ping. If the price is quoted inclusive of
shipping, exporters may be exposed
to fluctuations in oil prices that could
increase costs, he said.

Therefore, exporters should adopt
free on board terms, allowing import-
ersto bear transport costs because they
have a better understanding of regional
shipping routes than Thai exporters.

According to Mr Charat, low export

volumes for SMEs were not economi-
cally viable even before the war, and
now small shipments are even less fea-
sible due to elevated transport costs.

In contrast, large exporters benefit
from bulk shipping and have signifi-
cantlylower transport costs than SMEs.

He said the bank advises entrepre-
neurs facing energy cost increases of
no less than 30% to adopt consolidation
strategies, shifting from frequent, small
shipments to full truckload transport to
reduce per-unit shipping costs,

SMEs should also leverage tech-
nologies such as GPS and artificial
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intelligence to optimise delivery routes,
minimising distance and avoiding traf-
fic congestion toreduce fuel consump-
tion and time.

In addition, businesses should
implement effective backhauling man-
agement by ensuring return trips are
not empty, such as carrying goods from
other suppliers, said Mr Charat.

Sourcing raw materials domestically
or within the region can further help
reduce transport costs.

Moreover, forming additional logis-
tics partnerships is recommended
to enhance bargaining power and

diversify risks arising from potential
disruptions caused by war, he noted.

In a sluggish global economy, Mr
Charat said importers may increase
price negotiations with exporters,
including asking exporters to share part
of the transport costs. SMEs may need
to negotiate for higher import volumes
to make exports more viable.

He said they should also seek more
stable export markets, while SME prod-
ucts need to be improved in terms of
packaging and innovation, making
them more difficult to replicate.

Thai SMEs need to expand further

into international markets, as domes-
tic consumption remains limited, said
Mr Charat. However, many traditional
export markets have been affected
by the war, prompting exporters to
increasingly turn to the US and Chi-
nese markets.

Exim Bank said there are still nearby
markets attractive for Thai exports,
referred to as the “VIP” markets: Viet-
nam, Indonesia and the Philippines.

Outof roughly 3 million SMEs nation-
wide, only about 20,000 to 21,000 are
currently capable of exporting, noted
the bank.

# help@dataxet.co ﬁ Dataxet Thailand

Page: 1/1

Dataxet Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Road, 17 Floor, Mahatun Plaza Building, Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330, THAILAND




Ad Rate: 1.200

uDAG
[ nsauys]

Khao Sod (Mid-Day)
Circulation: 950,000

Section: First Section/ABaNH/N15L 889
Fudi: W6 29 LNWE% 2569

i9: 36 avuf: 12936
Col.Inch: 18.13 Ad Value: 21,756

Wi 7(nang)
PRValue (x3): 65,268

o YO & o ! !
$#2282172: SU.UANUSLI1IWRaUSUBIEATATOIEN

Aad: 217-6n

sUUANUI LB TUADUITUBIYAIATDIDN

dotuf 27 wowafya swidsn Tawn
sghdninuwniguuas Aawonsal Ta Twa’
aonnfadiafanuimmand wounwsHad139
ANURATILUDIIEINNIADNATMI UM ATOIIN
Gea “wendenldr masmstrominsoain’
Turaa 20-21 waewun Uszmnwudiulvg
AOUSVITILINAD 12 11ATMITHIOADAAT BTN
SRR SIRE Iﬂumwmumifjnﬁ’uﬁ}mﬁamﬂ
MINEAT UazMITIANYUANIITY AeNusoLe
aamszm i ovealszanwuldedaihigisisy
b E’guTaé’iﬂﬂmuﬂmmﬁﬂlﬁuuasﬁuﬁﬁ
Uszwim 185 ums wmasnisuazith ladanay
galvvesiguialums memasmnsoaim ussm
mmifead sulsganauuuuwaih

HHY12: C-260429037074 (28 13.9. 69/03:54)

TudavmasmsminAuiasd Taan Uiy
210 300 VW WU 400 1 Adszanrumanda
' ¥ P
Iinsvemdamudmiv fsualdmion
L L A o 1]
AT svwmaseaswaunIugilide mu
£
wasmsyoa i venaind nsensamsnad
dusafamasns “Inoeaelne wae” Fanuaun
(19 d! TR 1 ] A J 1 ﬂ: ‘J
Auasnse waa TWungaiu madezisulds
110 ldmelufond.v. i
% 1 ~ 3 = r_é '
Halwag g Doudnviareanialums
Aammidssazouvonlszansy Sguandamh
VAR LIS W ea AU LA Muan Toy
A1 Moussmanuneadsutlszansu ad
Tomamadsugine wiowq Sulnsadalssms
Tusguzeny”

HU: 171

Dataxet Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Road, 17" Floor, Mahatun Plaza Building, Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330, THAILAND

d:t: 360

essential %S 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700

@ www.dataxet.co o help@dataxet.co ﬁ Dataxet Thailand



nasy

Thai Rath
Circulation: 800,000
Ad Rate: 750

Section: First Section/-

Fudi: §9A15 28 w8 2569

4: 77 aUuufi: 24934
Col.Inch: 29.76 Ad Value: 22,320

Wi 3(5’13)
PRValue (x3): 66,960

#wagez1a: Inedy: Jumsalasduiulszanadzo

Aad: 217-6n

.

UTINIIT 28 LUBIIU N.7.2569

Sumsalaufuanlsanail 7o

[

nsSugmsmanianlszanm
1) 2570 A miwo LAY ITNA LN
Fpuues v lidninan)sznumnsznina
N13NAN AN NTAATEIN WAL AN
UHAA (d79.) srnrsuradszming
(51n) iorsanmumnaiuanszanm
M0 1) 2570 iedunaouu Tuui
Ssuranulaingatouingd

MBI wsansoussnams
ERUD R ERUEITE R ITENR R R LA R E TR T
(unsanami hifesnin s imthnnla
drvao Tsauihlnsndszonlunana

e s
rie hilissuranamuuuildeian
= wtf @t " :; -=:
vadduimi deaduu Touiuaraginiu
dztauni T wil 1duedaansznudo
msndvaasauialu 8 Y
@t 73 @’ o/ =i o

luuclﬂﬂ'lﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂflﬁﬂ"ﬁ“ﬂ'}w‘l']u
i) izaﬂﬁmvﬂﬁmnﬁqﬂ aalinsens
Tvitiouas nrolddevrnanoudnann
Tunsiormav)szunasiedros=zan)
2570 1HTUTNHIVINITIUNITANI AL
FERUININAATHFAD 19EUIONId
Faaradaaulinamizenusisnis
o at q"l o & 5
Falantui hisuduoonTiitanue

= L] o/ W 4 1

Tﬂﬂuwmm‘mﬁaﬂﬂmﬂumu

drimanlsznamiwhemunueing

HHY12: C-260428009003 (28 t¥.8. 69/01:57)

drxt 360

essential

%S 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700

&€ www.dataxet.co

a5 nmmHsnumnig doinaunsa
1R3IMIANEIia NI BNITVON AN~
io’ W =] T b ) W
raeunie li adratieannflullau
ynsmaAsIAs YN N aav.dnsouarll
A0ANAR AN NIMUIATNITNITIY
N1INae noudadolauenaizuia
lll cﬁl - | o g
P73 LI DU UMV DT
g 2 i 5
og e il aan e fivsa
I numulsznanisswld nnua
wlowie yadua)szua 1asaasn
adszunwa 11 2570 nazdouonmsd
b
swnsioniigniuiulanlszuw
39311,000 v ) vidow iy
AU EEANIATIBNIINIINTY 500
aruanau
ﬂ' (- -y

LUD 4 1EIMANNIAATHEND
awduaoa Tsauhnsnda alonlod
tiauﬁ’mdmlhl-ﬁﬂnuﬁmﬁﬂauwam‘sam
s o Thasadn vioHhaiog
Wpdramantsiiod una1udodnne
VINOANYUADI WIWNTAL VIANIDIY afel.
Qs A =‘} = d-:’ @
{TyBse¥o nssmlszasiad innaduay
GDP v lneduduie 157

2
= oy = i

;.jluuU‘jUﬂLﬂﬁﬂgﬂﬂﬂ'Nﬁnﬂ
ngd 1 2552 n3adngAlnia 1 2563
nasanaAn Imin Sguiasnisoon
nzamavdszanalfluada tieuile
anumIERnR e wnn iy
ANINTTBITUYEY WIANTI 172 Loy
wIMasean landnianiiios Taw
Tnmdoeaiovvo sz vuunihs
pINTantn.

# help@dataxet.co ﬁ Dataxet Thailand

HU: 171

Dataxet Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Road, 17 Floor, Mahatun Plaza Building, Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330, THAILAND




