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Govt seeks to
blunt blow
to economy

APINYA WIPATAYOTIN

The government will hold a meeting
today with key agencies and the pri-
vate sector to discuss measures aimed
atreducing the impact of the conflict in
the Middle East.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul
said yesterday he has called a meeting
with the National Security Council at
10am, to be followed by talks with state
agencies, the private sector, banks and
chambers of commerce.

Discussions will focus on trade,
exports and imports, as well as possi-
ble price control measures to mitigate
serious effects on consumers, he said.

Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanpra-
pas has been instructed to prepare for
all possible situations, as higher living
costs, fuel prices and energy costs are
likely to affect Thailand, he said.

Asked if the contflict involving Iran,
Israel and the United States could esca-
late further due to the backing of major
powers, Mr Anutin said Thailand must
be ready and ensure the impact is kept
to a minimum.

Commerce Minister Suphajee
Suthumpun said she has ordered all
58 overseas trade promotion offices
to monitor economic and trade con-
ditions, especially in the Middle East,
Europe and the US.

She said the offices will track ship-
ping routes, marine insurance, logis-
tics costs and import orders, along with
product-specific impact assessments.

The ministrywill also look at expand-
ing exports to South Asia, Africa and
Latin America to reduce reliance on any
single market, she said.

Ministry officials will meet the Thai
Chamber of Commerce, the Federation
of Thai Industries and logistics opera-
tors to find reliefmeasures and coordi-
nate with state financial institutions to
help exporters affected by global market
volatility, she said.
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to Shield Nation from Middle East Fallout
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Anutin: Thailand must stay ‘as neutral as
possible’ amid Middle East conflict
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Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul says Thailand will MOST VIEWED

maintain neutrality while preparing to assist Thai nationals n Ministry Puts Alari e
in affected countries, with the Nationol Security Council set Hlcle Bt EMI Dy

to meet on March 2 to finalise support and evacuation 2 oPece Agrees Tosti Bt
measures. Globol O Supply

25 Korears Lee b3 ke stap for better tins with Japan

4. Thodar Fnpeaes Petcbsur Export Ban end AcBvates
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Ve i Thailusd eermains concerid bicase Th people aze living asd working i countsses
linked b e conflicn, wad virged all sides 1o peioritise diphamasy. & o iran's

“Meutral as possible,” while urging diplomacy

Asked how Thailand shoold pesition itself, Anutin sid the country must maintain newrality 10 the
grentent extens pusaible, while contimuing to sonitoe developiments chisely.

“We appeal o all sides to priorinse diplomatic negoclations, dislogee and building understanding
1 the greatest extent possible.” he sabd, “We want peace in ourworld nssoon as possible.”

NSC meeting set for March 2

Anutin said the Nt

provide arsistance o

15,

v Council (MSC) will meet an March 3,202 to st measires to
ot ax quickly ns poesibie

s relevant agencles are ors sandly, bichuding e Minisiry of Fordgn Aflairs, Minky of

Defience, Ministry of Labioar, Minisery of Literdor, Minbsuy of Publle Healeh, acd the Minlstry of

Finance

Related

Thoiland's Foreign 5. Korea's Lee To Toke  Jopan Stresses
Ministry Puts 110,000..  Stops For Better Ties..  Opposition Tolran's...
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Assistance and evacuation readiness

Hesaid thene wos no need to worry aboul evacuations, as the Royal Thai Air Force has reported on

Economic impacts expected
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pacts an the psblic
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Thai Government Steps Up Preparedness Measures in
Response to Iran-Israel Situation
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Thai Government Steps Up
Preparedness Measures
in Response to Iran-Israel Situation
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Anutin calls NSC meeting on Gulf conflict
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ordoring evacuation preporednoss for Thal rationats,
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| Thailand Urges All Parties to Prevent Conflict in the
Middle East from Further Deterioration I

Thi statamant smes "Wa urga all the parties 1o pravent the sonflict from further detariaration, theraby undarmining intermationsl peacse and securiey

and affecting innocent chillans. Thailand refterates the urgency of dialogue and diplomacy.”

Mearmihile, Brime Minister Anutin Charmvirakul has affirmed the Thal govemment’s commitment to ensuring the safety of Thal nationals amid escalating

tensions in the Middle East, which are expected to have broader implications for the giobal economy, including Thailand.

I b statement pested an his efficial Facebeck page and published srn 1 Meseh 2026, the Prime Minlster emphasized thet altheugh T

and |5 not
diractly imvelvad in the conflict, tars of thausands of Thai citizens are lving snd working acress the regien, particularly in iren and lsmal, Ho strassed
that the safety and well-being of Thal nationals remain the Government's highest priority.

This Prirme Minister statid that e has Beon elasely essrdinating with the Minister of Fersign AMairs aned the Commandar-in-Chiaf of tha Reyal Thai Ak
Force to prepare alrcraft to evacuate Thai nationals stranded in Imn. The dovernment will take all necessary measures 1o ensure their safe and timely

return ta Thsiland

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has alic established an operation center to closely assess the situation and b

mrsasures Al relevant sfencies, including tha Office of the Prima Minister, tha Minlstry of Finsnca, the Ministry of Laber, tha Ministry of Public Heslth,

tha Ministry of Defense, and the Ministry of interier, have Been instructed te ramain an full sperational resdiness areund the cloek

The Prime Minkster acknowledged that the conflict may affect Thafland's economy. particulary during Its recovery phase: However, he aswred that the

Gevarmment wauld take pramctive maasins te minimize the Imesct and sefeguard national scersimic stability,

Ha reaffirmed that the Government would eperste at the bast of it ability to protect Thal natienals oversess and ensure their safe return as guickly #s

possible. The Prime Minister sise gave morsl support to all Thais In the high-risk sreas
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Headline: Thai economists urge caution despite lower US tariff
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Customs addresses local content loophole

Fines for false ‘Made
in Thailand’ claims

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

The Customs Department looks set to
amend regulations on local content to
prevent imported goods from exploiting
tax privileges to compete with domes-
tic producers.

The effort also seeks to tighten con-
trols against the false use of the “Made
in Thailand” label for exports, especially
to the US.

According to Phantong Loykulnanta,
director-general of the department,
imported goods, whether stored in
a free zone or not, are eligible for an
import duty exemption if their local
content can be increased to 40% and
the products are sold in Thailand.

If the same goods are re-exported,
they can be claimed as “Made
in Thailand".

The local content criteria were last
revised during the administration of the
National Council for Peace and Order,
stipulating the local content designa-
tion required a specific manufacturing
process carried out in Thailand — not

.

A worker cans food in a factory. The Customs Department plan to haﬁ lm;orlad agricultural products from qualifying for the

merely the addition of domestic profit
and labour costs.

However, some importers cir-
cumvented the rule by conducting
very simple processes. For instance,
imported animal offal is very cheap
because it is not commonly consumed
in Western countries. When it enters a
free zone, it is repackaged and frozen,
which allows it to be classified as having
40% local content.

Another example is imported garlic,
which normally carries an import duty
of 57%. However, when it is brought
into a free zone and undergoes a small
additional production process such as
peeling and a profit margin is added,
it registers 40% domestic value added,
allowing it to qualify for a preferential
tax rate of 0% when sold in the domes-
tic market.

Mr Phantong said he discussed the
issue with the finance permanent sec-
retary and the finance minister, and
they agreed the rules must be amended
to protect domestic entrepreneurs
and farmers.

To qualify for 40% local content, the
goods must either undergo production
that results in a change in tariff clas-
sification (product category), or must
contain domestic raw materials and
domesticlabour of a certain percentage

3

so that Thailand genuinely benefits,
he said.

For agricultural products, Mr
Phantong said they should be wholly
obtained in the country.

He said imported agricultural prod-
ucts should not be allowed to undergo
any processing in Thailand and qual-
ify for 40% local content, enabling
them to be sold domestically with an

import duty exemption, as this harms
local farmers.

“To ensure real value is genu-
inely created in the country, whether
through domestic raw materials or

domestic labour, the rules must be clear.
Itshould not be a matter of adding profit
and carrying out simple processes to
qualify for local content privileges,” said
Mr Phantong.

The Customs Department plans
to cooperate with the Foreign Trade
Department, which is responsible for
issuing certificates of origin, with Cus-
toms providing a list of importers con-
sidered at risk of falsely declaring origin,
he said. An example is a company that
imports a product and exports the same
product to a third country.

In addition, Customs wants to imple-
ment penalties for products falsely
claiming “Made in Thailand”. There is

40% local content import duty exemption for domestic sale based on any processing in Thailand.
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Headline: Customs addresses local content loophole

currently no penalty for this claim, but
the department plans to begin impos-
ing fines equal to the value of the goods.
He said some importers brazenly
print “Made in Thailand” in China, then
import the goods into Thailand.
Regarding the US push for Thailand
to abolish the customs reward pay-
ments to officials for seizures of goods
attempting tax evasion because they
represent a conflict of interest, Mr Phan-
tong said he will initially abolish such
rewards for directors, up to the level of
director-general. Abolishing rewards
for all officials requires amendments
to the 1926 Customs Department Act.
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