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Headline: Anutin hails return to global stage
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Anutin hails return to global stage
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Prime Minister Amitin Chamvirakul chaired a meeting with senior
cabinet members at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs vesterday, thanking
them for helping retum Thailand to what he described as “the world s
ralar”

Those attending included Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister
Ekmiti Nitithanprapas, Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpun and
Foreign Affairs Minister Sihasak Phunngketkeow.

Mr Anutin said the repewed international amention should not be
temporary and urged the government to bulld on it "Quick Big Win’
policies introduced over the past four months,

As a majority government with a four-year mandate, he said, it had the
momentum to strengthen the conmtry's global standing.

“Thailand can be a tiger of any rank, but it must be a tiger,” he said,
addding that the country has the potential and opportunity 1o navigate
current geopaolitical challenges.

Eksiri Pintaruchi, the permanent secretary for foreign affairs, said during
the meeting that the ministry was ready to work with all agencies under
the “Team Thailand® approach.

Ms Eksiri said that restoring | confidence fol g years of
political change and volatility was a key priority.

Subseribe to our newsletters for ier o i
daily updates, breaking news and
Eiind coats o S yoi b T L RN 1 ! MRS

News ID: 1-1260215000299 Page: 1/1

d)Kt T360 Dataxet Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Road, 17 ™ Floor, Mahatun Plaza Building, Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330, THAILAND
CEEEONEIN %0 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700 &2 www.dataxet.co o help@dataxet.co E3 Dataxet Thailand



https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3196805/anutin-hails-return-to-global-stage
https://www.bangkokpost.com

Section: First Section/new norm is now

Fuft: Suns 16 qumﬁ’ué 2569

i9: 39 atufi: 13099 W 1(u), 3 .
Col.Inch: 98.85  Ad Value: 157,171.50 PRValue (x3): 471,514.50 AaY: &8
Wazaz1a: ’%’gma‘[,mi' imseansanvieusd 70 5000 ‘WIsATIN’ USUnsau '3.788a1uaw

NSOINWSSNY

Krungthep Turakij
Circulation: 100,000
Ad Rate: 1.590

51u1a'tn

'Squrathu’ nsouwsaumaugd 70

>3

so0N 'WssASIU USUNSau'3.788 aauaiu’

"\0sguwsaun1Juyy 70
so0N ‘wssASou’ Usunsou ‘3.7883udu’

o

||uun'|sna\ls.a.|.huna1a 2570

tuds=uru

s1elnasgu1aans (G udiuuin)

Wasunaa (%)

Juus:u1rus1e91e (Audiuunn)

Wasunag (%)

AanIsAal (auuin)

nan1sAadse GDP (%)

HUa1s1snu=AYAN (Auaiuuin)

HUANSISIUAVANAD GDP (%)

1610212565 [57]

MG @ m‘:‘himamﬂ'iﬂmm
20931NR nmﬂuammawummwsna
mi'lmy Ehua'n'\'[.'.ﬂm”gmﬂs“mﬁw*mq

avﬂ1aum‘s1m1mles§maﬂawu
gond1 3 sy meiadl Usenaudae
nenelsshfiiudwdovrasthaems
usegnihe etfadeunlsznolunsaanu
Tulasemsina
udlasamsdadlanaduilay
NALLEUSIULIY TuaaunITTar
suhzoaiisthoenluludidnsdonds
fndsnasiatewafiaWanesnlallle
ensthvsns

% 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700

@ www.dataxet.co

FumaumsTovh wsu.aunlsysno
PeNeUsEan 2570 WueMaiLTa
Tudrunsauuaeraduatlssnman
AN STHUAT (ATH.) Wi Eaduauntszanc
TIuA18 3.788 A ua UL UMy
JLAITHOMLLIAGA 788,000 N1ULN

am‘lﬁvm maumsmmmmmmgs
fimmaands LLQ"IﬂWE\ElWN MNIURDU
Msaa w.':f.u.\mﬂs.,mmiuﬁwu
madands dasfidunaumsduiu
JulTEan m’naﬁgmaiwu

mmdmaaummi"ﬁwmmm
WFITMATIA 4 wie [ nsgnmamseds

SHHY12: C-260216011035 (16 N.W. 69/04:18)
dit z360

essential

o help@dataxet.co

dinsuissnm amWanmsieTeana
LAYHIANUWITIG (RFY.) LAY
swesuAssemelne (sUn.) ER
wien¥guue’ Whiaksesudorimue
nrawsutlszanailua wWiafludunsay
suszanonds 1ierinlgiueeu
m3davh w.3.u.sutseanme da

il nuffvatiszanosiaatiy
A¥memssmsguanT™ mah W,
sutlseanmud) 2570 avtlsemeridlu
Fradiau 5.9.2569 @¥aNA WL
auﬂi::ymﬂudwﬂwﬁﬂa:ﬁmﬁdﬁﬂ%
Twiufl 1 a.n.200usaed

v
HuU:
Dataxet Limited ] 888/178 Ploenchit Road, 17 ™ Floor, Mahatun Plaza Building, Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330, THAILAND
[ Dataxet Thailand

1/2




NSYINWSSND | **
dq: 39
Krungthep Turakij Col.Inch: 98.85
Circulation: 100,000

Ad Rate: 1.590

Section: First Section/new norm is now
Fufl: $wns 16 qumﬁué 2569

atufi: 13099

Ad Value: 157,171.50

“wu: 1(Uw), 3
PRValue (x3): 471,514.50
#Iwaw12: ‘Sgualna’ taseansanyiouad 70 sean ‘wssAsIn’ USUnsou ‘3.788a14a1%

Aad: 48

‘lonli’ wSoulAUKUI U470
Lanih@ AAvMuadszand
TAIWIENTINUATLaESaNUATIIMS
NTENTRMIAN Wl neuaums
FINILAUAT AN AU SN
Usednd 2570 amedl Hanadaare
AONSTNMSIEDNGS (NN9.) SUTDING
madendathadiwmems athelsfios
40f fia mmﬂusamﬁmmumwnmu
ﬂvuﬂ’nmamaaam'e‘p‘laﬂq@ma’a
AailldmIasmdiinausanolu
Suapumavhaudsrounthill s
NILLIUMTITNW.I U Sudssnuneag

=1 1 w 1 A =
#2570 snawshagudr e imssuiums
Fovhautlszsnomdnadalonsaluain
snufislyl .
-1 = ) B £ -
“ASgUAIE amﬂnmi‘maﬂnﬁa
ALAURWNI52H19FAANINFINISD
wielsiloinstisdy Mslszanadd 2570
danndnly” wnild nan

SONNWSSASIUNUNIUNU 3.78 dudu
A U AUMITNLNIUNTEL N

sutlszanndd) 2570 v labfu lenfifi némd
NIEUEUSINTINNG asflsnalfiu
ARUNUMIRAITEEE hun s ST asSue
ViU SUNTEFUATIENA SULTENMNaNS
asnsnREsanLuaadulls daveeiu
swanduesnnteuiasladuiy
NITNTINTLNA Sovosiliielaianansn
smeandueiidaanls

A290% BFsEiRN LUfanTsmnanmsads
N&11 MIARYIILUTEamMTIaaTe

152801 2570 silatiedyldadmnn
Lmhuuwnuaaﬂummwmimﬁam
ammm andashafiumemsuag f‘lﬂC‘l
il wn nneSuTaanalEend
I3 nmvue s0 Tu 1Wedssing
“Lvu«; & . g
f397u MsIevsuUsesnmd 2570
ot o M e & il = &
FasnldiSaTu wefausnnisiands
et nne Hassusesuamsiands
£ T g g’ 1 k' e
1A 60 Tu Fnldunauene) faesanTIiLTag
a L 1
WAMTLRDNGIRING12GE

TEITUAIIINNTENTINTTARS
suh dawnthilnsmmswnisadunag
ﬂivmmm'smwaﬁﬂmﬂ 2569
[N 2% Iﬂmﬂmuummmﬁ@m
anlsznnsih 1 lasns vie 318au

FanatefimsTarisulseanm
s Wasugedeutlesnm 2569
frneausznnaslsymesadaums 14
sutlssanmmesne wanaren we
dnaheland wsznnldlseudidiude
e s nsamsinosfifidue

i 70 Us:mAliTdidou s.a.0
905 Yaduniunng Sanued
Usghiiimieniguuad naah msievi
sutssnaseneseand 2570 lvise
Fehwsmadmiinan sz mamas
ﬂ@migmmﬁ%wmmw Snnalvaiavie
vneuthszanmil 2570 \demanseunm
AUMINUYIUN IALSR UL SN0
2933 3.78 Sufminm Ll.ﬂ"[ﬁ?dﬂ’li‘
i rufis T REres LR aY
i & WsRENLMIL Ueme L Reuu e
UL;&:mnnﬁaiﬁaﬂuiﬂmmﬂﬁﬁmuﬂsxmmﬁm
PA19731 WU uszanmd 2570 [zl

ratiadl e lwdow 5.0 04

§yUnausHIsIUnaN 3 nijudau
AUIUNANTIIMTEITDIRY
Lwammaﬂmuuavmtﬁummu
61,2569 NIAT NATIN sum.,vmmu
glananamaeszanme 3nEudum
suiissnadasdmssamems 1
sutlsznmlRun W L.y
1 2570 avtlssmerly
MU 2D U AIUSevh
Julszanmsgant asuiugay
LMY NI LSUhsnmngang
W.1.2570 MENSIMILUAY e
MINUNIUILNISEINTU AUEUD ATN.
Tudou w.n.2569 Mnitu melu
WWau H.8.2569 WanFanue’d
uiflutlsemunavulmnansiai

sutlTmnuneseysyatsudsann
W.¢1. 2570

w NS
FORNAI I W.T U ULsenunee
g sullssanm W.e.2570 ey
OnATLTENaLILLsE I U 25 a0,
2569 or38 I fuzaLTa n s Lae
WILEUD simmmm'mm

muwmuawmmmumm S
2-4 7.8 2569 AMEUNUTIEGT AN TN
THNTUANTE 1 ETUA 18-20W.0.
2569 ammmuﬂﬁm WA N W.TLL
NIEN 2-3 UATTUN 23-24 W.81.2569
AWEAM RNTONTW WL, waelusud
3 5.§.2569 mﬁnm’m“ﬁmiﬂm?ﬁuuﬁ
W9 WL ’nmamm-ﬂ LW
UsemerfasEdungmnesioly

SHHY12: C-260216011035 (16 N.W. 69/04:18) “wu 2/2

dit 1360

essential

Dataxet Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Road, 17 ™ Floor, Mahatun Plaza Building, Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330, THAILAND

% 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700 &€& www.dataxet.co o help@dataxet.co [ Dataxet Thailand



Tnalwae

Thai Post
Circulation: 850,000
Ad Rate: 1.500

d%: 30

Col.Inch: 49.48

Section: First Section/\F3¥3Na
TUN: JUNT 16 NNANUG 2569

auuN: 10683

Ad Value: 74,220
#I28212: danYUaNEaR21aN3age

Wi 1(°uw5'151), 7

PRValue (x3): 222,660

dann4 Uau
gonu1y N3 0y

nu...

gainansaniaN3aad

o : . Q
FlangenuLea NI NUrnIUI 8/ G]‘-D‘I/]NQQI‘N’WHIU

o &
Wiz 6 @ gl ‘FineusanT Uanviu N3 ags pae
ar o a e s . & 2
Mg 4.4 Suly @svduiissunusvioe 1 viuse wisy
fulsifinsueonann L6 1asean 1 §1.A.69 auiissanAdaiiu

29 Aualiy

WA WESETN 1Ude
mmymaAgy  Tugunls:
5IUNTIUNITERINAULUNTY
118 nEMmMAMHAUMTIINS
SwiTaERN N3 T WpaT
Butiud Deaqiuusvaumaduis
Huethed  Teelunensiivas
Nuggate 4.4 dmly wanm
slasdviivanvuoglu
WNOUTITE 177 4.1-4.3 il Bie
Tipawnn Fedudiauissiou
A uSeovaan N3 1

DR wasamnsniuiiuldatin
Hatuasin N3 lalefinnsuwea
ARANLERN L6 BEluuau

“emineuaan bl
el N3 Tmsuauly &9
dapq FiumailluiGeen
wsrzaenliyndieiuls
Hamaui N3 lulsnusdomam
L6 vonuuRaiaussuully 3o
quivnauilindeuinoiilaui
gouidiosulaudfiaunsauia
fadudunudwield  an

flglfuegfl 2-3 sWusie 1l
Tomaiesaeoifisniiu 1 il
Teldamanumngay &
aseiliidegudinnsieli
amudoiluguiinen 9
Hoyanuiiigaimeidoulisn
2 ‘r‘lfl‘u.'ﬁ’]ﬂ“ uﬂﬁﬂ']'imﬂfi"l']
gmunmIINEaINAITIA
(L6) TR uaLWaRd
whetefu Usesmngsumsasn
Musguaseyi Tugdmiui
1 fA2569 sty 20 dw
Aty 970 28 &waiiy Teadsu
il l§imsusudisasn  Ls
WL 1 ety esnaau
fEIMIpeInRIABE LI ALE

uﬂﬂﬂ"lﬂﬂ ﬁﬁtﬂuﬁdﬂ@qﬂ
ulsnomsdiudasiuaainiu
Tiusand®in
WenuuuguengiiUssadaz
waswlemmnsaniuaih
fanGaTia  BeeminausEaInT
yziinTaasn Tifu§Aving
1msmTan 3 euuuuly
5 IEMMULATIR  uATAsLiN
Taamaanuuy 3 nan (N3) T4
8n 1350 Tusesdn BalFiims
FRtRaNINTI 2 WuImw AN
FIUIUF I UNUEAEAINNNNTT
14 wimeidienalsyad
Usulaamaainainuuuluin
Suuuud@ie  dovsneiiiiu

S%d212: C-260216008000 (16 N.W. 69/03:59) w1 1/2

d<t 1360

tial

Dataxet Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Road, 17 ™ Floor, Mahatun Plaza Building, Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330, THAILAND

$J 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700

& www.dataxet.co o help@dataxet.co [} Dataxet Thailand




Section: First Section/\F3¥3Na

| Ui SUN3T 16 NS 2569
Tnalwaci ~

d#: 30 adun: 10683 wu 1(unane), 7

Thai Post Col.Inch: 49.48  Ad Value: 74,220 PRValue (x3): 222,660 Ady:
Circulation: 850,000
Ad Rate: 1.500

2D
210
20

s ¥ ' J’
*"Ivav: ﬂﬂ"lﬂﬂUﬂNﬂaﬂﬂqﬁlN\'BQQﬂ

1 Bonrsdadenseunsnivinlii
ﬁWNWiﬂﬂﬂﬂ%quﬂﬂanLﬂﬁTU
15m 1 fwaty uazldienn
Puialushuzasrandava

“mrsUfuiANdadIY
sanAdaiu dnfneusany
LildwdAna  dnsUsedu
anrunisaiadelnddauas
saUAsy dmIBuuiiinsan
IMNANLEIEI AT 1Y
e 3 wmAesioiu fezun
firsandnafeiresiimadia
Windvdelia  Fefiduanmy S0l T
TEansasmdenee Afng
Wadidly  vililune §3adsei 20 Swariu”
fil 1 flA2560 Hewousan  UHEITEUNETD.

SHHY17: C-260216008000 (16 N.W. 69/03:59) “wu 2/2

d>:<t 1360 Dataxet Limited ] 888/178 Ploenchit Road, 17 ™ Floor, Mahatun Plaza Building, Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330, THAILAND
essential % 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700 & www.dataxet.co o help@dataxet.co [} Dataxet Thailand




[ra— L
L]
Thun Hoon

Circulation: 100,000
Ad Rate: 1.128

d9: 23

Col.Inch: 54.72
ﬁ"nlﬂ‘ll'l‘): ﬁN.ﬂ'l‘l:l'mﬁLﬂ‘Hi

Section: First Section/AAWILLIN
TUN: JUNT 16 NNANUG 2569

auuNn: 5385
Ad Value: 61,724.16

“wu1: 1(a19918), 8

PRValue (x3): 185,172.48 A
& a o "wa o a”

'AANINT LAIINANE ‘Angd5-BRaniisn’

2D
<
20
20

‘wammny s

Fnith3aaaadis

‘neAFanINg
Lﬁuﬂﬁ‘nﬁ‘mﬁyuéﬁﬁﬁy UFUTFuad
DINIINARNNOEAFTISUN I WhEN -
Lﬁua'ﬁgmalwmmﬂJrnwﬁwnammmnﬁ WNIFI
WeeTLRER 30-40% aneauahveandntlas
SMEs e wiendnwauns 5 » gwmd 8

#n‘suqa mns #14%1!“ "

@BNANWIN 1)

=] sqamas

%uﬁwﬁn%-ﬁ’ﬁﬁmmﬁ%g

afudganinsaulna wiafusvag
ﬁadﬂﬁww nwmmwum«amn‘m’ﬂu
ﬂm;wymmumwgm fo msdueden
e mealsaaantunald uasu
Seafanmntlasdenanamadlsfalsd
it euamdo oot Zwsldlilng
wam‘mmwmm‘i.ﬂﬂ&m *Attitude’ 92D
muﬂmmmmmmnamzmtmLwaﬂ{]mﬁ
nTsuN TS Taldewdunsudlasudoy
Lmﬁuuﬁwmpwmm Taaasd 7 95%
&0 madnfigase Sennllatuaymna
Usemefifammadseanuseriaaifienathalng
aza%i‘zaﬂi@'imn
olziismiRuanass-unaavleineiy

wefusvas s ususaddaee
sl ﬂ'ﬁuﬂamﬂi@uﬂaﬁ@hFn‘iﬂuiﬁ
dopanmnnd1 22 EwMSWIN wazine
madafunslinn (saumyseifause
mEewehile) oy 600,000 dumsiad]
mﬁﬂ‘awwzﬂmnmwm.gﬁmmu '.VAT‘ mm‘u
ﬂummuﬁm@ﬂmw 1,600 1M @NL.,@nm'l 1
wrmeafehen WU ssconiumelis
470 dwdvm mabwdiawdes %&%ﬂﬂﬁW“ﬁ
MOMITLL

spnanih %uﬂmmﬂﬂ:mmw 1,500 191
Seiwandulagude 30% Teawdan falls
madulazosSaaduimads uwifaanns
finsaea fmun Funaneud nomide

t_

VWs1D9 A9ENALUY]
POl
ﬁaadé{?aaaiﬁ silslsnansadusenendhn
amuiueiy (Under-Value) damaudem
Irilowidonon Taqifumeldandud
'17{|Lﬂuﬂﬁ'a\!ﬁﬁ@ﬁmlﬁ’m&‘j‘ﬁll.ﬁau 1,000
AunmeiaLfau
ATUANINFENINIUEAIAINTIIE
@1'aNam::‘ﬂmadﬁuﬁmn‘@mﬂsgmﬂﬁﬁdmd
futhunuunaanain Asvhlivaldenen
utsemamelyl Fowadaunms smesia
waethaaTnAud  asslidiessane
tszmeiethuan el lesacluidn
ame lesaeliduing: mnalaaissuy
find (Ecosystem) fidnda smEs lne
Ausznoumalulsameazlifunnaandan
athswin
® salSumBnendisTinians 30-40%
Haqiududndaulagfhihaniusay
nduudidaronsndidy 0% dlesan
da@nas FTA :Lamnﬁ%fgmalﬁmw 12 lu
s sedesIoINIRINNG BT M AN
Waa athalsfiony eumaeh dvdududm
Seoudiafidiivisinelaness (End User)
lddndudnsaamil wasauahmals
Sonmdusasudeafilsean 30-20%
ol SMEs Inudduldf osanilaglu
miwdefisafiuldeiogfifins 10% duq
i
ol nsueeflunuazmiBaiusssi
wlgnafiaawaudlans
Iidwradguuadiimsnazninamsnd
faneantszmemuuaseanaInas Iy

Y1 AUAL A

SHHY12: C-260216016043 (16 N.W. 69/05:42)

dit 1360

essential % 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700

&€& www.dataxet.co o help@dataxet.co

‘Guihdeond Ielauwme o g
wuraemiingnanedacilsimaue el X
mqﬂ‘a‘m‘sﬁﬁa@mnammummﬂwmmﬂiymﬂ
i sl (BU) fifinsuiuenoysaden
ﬁuﬁﬁmamﬁ%mw%wﬁaﬂnﬁmrgﬂ‘izﬂaumﬁ
Ttlsemer

E]H'I\‘!‘L'iﬂﬁl'lll nmlﬂ-ﬂngmmmﬂ-ﬁ
T TOTR e luszos auanmman
TR TNMIeRs eTusana B
Sunidsndunsootig v asnanad
paulatl HetfaqiusammBthiinasdud
R IR TR R O R
ngUANE U UaAuEINeUggaayf
40% WilSusasisnia 5% ?J'ﬁu'l"'ﬂﬂr'ﬁ“ﬂ?ld
maedssnamiasifing sieds Wi
s lalgdemnmenumanfialet
e mmmméumaném wasele

Frlfundefudium i Tuxuy
Goods Lﬁmﬁmmié’l.ﬁ%'g Tourouniii
szmelnedasmaiiu Shopping Paradise
wmmacﬂa@mmwum%ummwrmmu
Luxury Goods NL‘ﬁ"lmfan"@adﬂT‘J u:mmu
Insivolal pvedishman Sirviasdiensidum
dranviaafienbaunelng siftazardatud
winwdslihumelnedals widifiting
dn edmelwseme IodoRuenmentidusng
M sumlsidasmsasabieulnenslne
fuinseany Luxury

Hlaqiiuganmshidraudf Saoglu
naN Luxury Goods HaersimBnmities
iy oy 20%, Sofh 30% Faned oy
§ 0%, widim a&ﬁlt 5%, \eRaddany 0%
iy Luxwy vNmENESEaTMEh
i 0% Sudsdemmihhid Tnns@udh
T avﬂwlﬂmmmhwwawwumwﬂ*
mnﬁ']'nguwm*sm«aaianmmu FTA vhif
FanmBhddnasnnaesmae 0% 13e
atfludenfidr Thildmeldanmiidaes
nsxganing adlungududmhidmang R
Lifisems Tnemdldanmid Saerm
12 w1 w3
STOERAS, N e, it (e BN, WY
inwlsn &

AR

HU: 171

Dataxet Limited ] 888/178 Ploenchit Road, 17 ™ Floor, Mahatun Plaza Building, Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330, THAILAND

‘i Dataxet Thailand




Bangkok Post

Volume: -

Bangkok Post Col.Inch: 82.96
Circulation: 70,000

Ad Rate: 1.331

Section: Business/NATIONAL
Date: Monday 16 February 2026

No: -
Ad Value: 110,419.76

Headline: Customs mulls duty hike on luxury goods

Page: 1(Top), 3
PRValue (x3): 331,259.28

Customs mulls duty hike on luxury goods

Current system a
jumble of rates

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

The Customs Department is con-
sidering raising import duties on
luxury goods to increase government
revenue,

According to Phantong Loykulnanta,
the department’s director-general,
Thailand previously tried to position
itselfas a “shopping paradise” by reduc-
ing import duties on luxury goods.

However, the department needs
to reconsider whether this approach
remains appropriate, he said.

Mr Phantong questioned whether
foreign tourists actually come to Thai-
land to purchase brand-name goods, as
figures indicate it has been mostly Thais
buying these goods atlow tax rates. He
said the department does not want to
promote the consumption of luxury
products among Thais.

“We do not want to encourage
Thais to purchase luxury goods,” said
Mr Phantong.

HUNGRY FOR REVENUE

The head of the Customs Department says
discussions are planned to increase the dufies
for luxury goods. 3

Determining whether import duties
on luxury goods will increase requiresa
policy discussion with the new govern-
ment, he said.

“We need to consider whether we
still want to maintain this shopping par-
adise policy. If we do, our import duty
revenue will decline,” said Mr Phantong.

Import duties on luxury goods vary
by product category. For example,
handbags are subject to a 20% duty,
clothing 30%, jewellery 0%, watches
5% and cosmetics 30%.

He said there is no clear justification

for why watches are taxed at only 5%,
while handbags are taxed 20% and cos-
metics 30%.

“If we consider these products to be
luxury goods, they should be subjectto
the same import duty rate of 30%,” said
Mr Phantong.

He noted some luxury products are
import duty-free. If import duties on
those items were raised, the govern-
ment could generate several billion
baht in additional revenue.

As free trade agreements have been

signed with several countries, many
import duty rates are zero or at low
levels, causing Customs duty revenue

to be concentrated in a small number
of categories.

Of the more than 120 billion baht
in import duty revenue collected each
year, about one-third comes from
imports of vehicles, auto parts, hand-
bags, cosmetics and pharmaceuticals.

Thanks to the collection of taxes on
de minimis (low value) goods intro-
duced early this year, the department

collected 470 million baht in revenue
from this categoryin January alone, said
Mr Phantong.

Full-year revenue from de minimis
goods is projected to reach 4 billion
baht, up from an earlier estimate of
3 billion.

Effective from Jan 1, 2026, imported
de minimis goods priced from 1 baht
are subject to import duties and value-
added tax (VAT).

Previously, goods valued at 1,500
baht or less were not subject to

any taxes.

He said the collection of import
duties and VAT on de minimis goods
has discouraged importers who previ-
ouslyunder-declared the value of their
goods (declaring prices of 1,500 baht or
less to avoid tax) to report higher import

Clip: Full Color

Luxury goods
may be subject to
an import duty
hike in the near
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values, due to stricter inspections by
Customs officials.

As aresult, the department has been
able to collect higher tax revenue.

For the longer term, the depart-
ment plans to propose amendments

to the Customs Act to grant the finance
minister the authority to issue notifica-
tions setting a single import duty rate
for parcel shipments or e-commerce
goods across all product categories.

Such a unified rate could be set at
30-40%, compared with the current
system under which duty rates vary by
tariff classification, with an average rate
of about 10%.

However, as legislative amendments
often take considerable time, Mr Phan-
tong said the department may initially
issue a Finance Ministry notification
in the short term to raise import duties
on goods shipped as parcels or sold
through online platforms.

Import duty rates for such goods
have been reduced from their statutory
ceilings. For example, some items with
alegal maximum rate of 40% have rates
as low as 5%, he said.

Under the proposed notification,
the finance minister would be author-
ised to raise those rates back up to the
legal ceiling,

Mr Phantong reiterated the collec-
tion of import duties on de minimis
goods is intended to create afair trading
system for domestic operators.

“If cheap goods are allowed to be
shipped directly from overseas to con-
sumers’ homes, who will go to markets
or malls? If we do not create a system
that supports Thai small businesses,
they will suffer,” he said.

Mr Phantong, who took office as
director-general just over four months
ago, said he wants to change the
mindset of Customs officials so the
department becomes a trade facilita-
tion agency.

He said any regulations that hinder
business operations need to be
reviewed and amended.
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SME loans to
be aided by

programmes

Schemes offer
up to B250bn

SOMRUEDI BANCHONGDUANG

Despite weak loan growth in the
banking sector, economists believe
existing schemes will be sufficient
to support lending for two years,
particularly for small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs).

Phacharaphot Nuntramas, chief
economist at Krungthai Compass,
a research centre under Krungthai
Bank, said three financial schemes
with a combined value of roughly
250 billion baht should be ample to
support SME loan growth in 2026
and 2027,

The schemes include the SME
Credit Boost programme, jointly
implemented by the Finance Min-
istry, the Bank of Thailand and the
Thai Bankers’ Association, which is
expected to generate 100 billion baht
in new SME loans.

In addition, a 100-billion-baht
soft-loan programme from Gov-
ernment Savings Bank (GSB) and
a loan guarantee programme
worth about 50 billion baht
under the Thai Credit Guaran-
tee Corporation are expected to
support SME lending over two
years.

Authorities expect the SME
Credit Boost programme, which
offers credit guarantees, to generate
100 billion baht in new SME loans
over 1-2 years.

Under the targeted measures, the
programme focuses on SMEs oper-
ating in sectors under the “Reinvent
Thailand” initiative such as tour-
ism, medical and health services,
agriculture and agro-processing,
automotive and auto parts. smart
electronics and trade, as well as
businesses in their supply chains,
including logistics.

SMEs and large enterprises can
use the loans to upgrade business
capabilities or enhance competitive-
ness, including by adopting digital
technology, environmentally sus-
tainable operations and future-ori-
ented innovation, or to add value in
the Thai economy.

“The SME Credit Boost scheme
will help SMEs gain better access to
liquidity, while the GSB’s soft-loan
programme should reduce funding

costs,” said Mr Phacharaphot.
“As a result, these schemes are
expected to support SME lending
this year more than last year”

However, despite support from
these schemes, weak economic
conditions are expected to hamper
SMEs this year. Krungthai Com-
pass forecasts Thai GDP growth
in 2026 at 1.8%, down from 2%
in 2025.

Against this backdrop, he said
authorities, financial institutions
and related agencies should work
together to support SMEs in trans-
forming their business models
and improving productivity and
competitiveness in order to raise
profit margins.

Kanjana Chockpisarnsin, head of
research for the banking and finan-
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cial sector at Kasikorn Research
Center (K-Research), said the SME
Credit Boost scheme would support
SME loans for 1-2 years, in line with
the programme’s time frame.

In particular, the scheme is
expected to help slow the contrac-
tion in SME lending.

K-Research forecasts SME loans
in the banking system will con-
tract by 4% year-on-year in 2026,
which includes the impact of SME
Credit Boost.

“Without the scheme, the
SME loan contraction would be
deeper than 4% this year,” Ms Kan-
jana said.

K-Research forecasts total loans
in the banking sector to decline by
0.7% this year, driven by an 8% con-
traction in hire-purchase loans, a 4%
dip in SMEloans and a 0.5% decline
in mortgages.

In contrast, corporate loans are
expected to grow by 2%, while credit
card and personal loans are fore-
cast to increase by 1.2% and 1.5%,
respectively.

She said while SME Credit Boost
would not be sufficient to drive SME
loan growth among banks, it would
encourage banks to expand SME
lending by lowering credit costs
through guarantees.
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CURRENCY

Baht to remain volatile
despite foreign fund flows

SOMRUEDI EANCHONGDUANG

Although positive domestic senti-
ment has supported baht appreciation
against the US dollar, the local currency
is expected to remain highly volatile
amid persistent external uncertainties.

According to research centres, capi-
tal inflows have supported baht appre-
ciation, pushing it below 31 per dollar
this week as foreign investors returned
as netbuyers of Thai equities and bonds
following Thailand'’s election.

After the election on Feb 8, the baht
has been volatile, appreciating some-
what against the US dollar. On Thurs-
day, the baht strengthened to 30.93
per dollar, marking its strongest level
in two weeks.

The baht's strength against the
greenback has been partly supported
by continued foreign capital inflows
into Thai equities and bonds, driven by
improved investor confidence after the
election, said Kanjana Chockpisansin,
head of research at Kasikorn Research
Center (K-Research).

Maore support has come from posi-
rive domestic factors. While internal
sentiment has helped anchor the baht,
external uncertainties continue to exert
pressure, leading to fluctuations against
the dollar, noted the research house.

According to K-Research, foreign
capital flows in the run-up to Thailand'’s
past four general elections — in 2011,
2019, 2023 and 2026 — reflected inves-
tor sentimentregarding domestic politi-
cal developments. Both local and global
financial and economic conditions, as
well as the monetary policy direction
of the Bank of Thailand and the Fed-
eral Reserve, also played a crucial role
in shaping foreign portfolio allocation
during each period.

From Feb 9-12, foreign investors
posted combined net purchases of
Thai stocks and bonds totalling 32.8
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billion baht.

“This figure is relatively high com-
pared with the same post-election
period in earlier cycles, underscor-
ing renewed confidence in the stabil-
ity of the incoming government and
expectations of policy continuity,”
K-Research said.

Market participants also pointed to
growing speculation over the possibil-
ity of domestic interest rate cuts, which
would support more capital inflows into
the bond market.

The research house said the direc-
tion of foreign fund tlows will depend
on several factors, especially Thai-
land’s economy and investor confi-
dence. These hinge on three factors:
the stability of the new government,
the fiscal stance, and global financial
market conditions.

K-Research noted investors will
monitor the stability of the new govern-
ment and the continuity of economic
support measures, as these will shape
medium-term growth expectations.

Fiscal risks and the stance of credit
rating agencies, particularly concerns
over public debt sustainability that
could affect perceptions of sovereign
risk, are another key consideration,
noted the think tank.

Volatility in global financial markets
remains an important external driver
of capital flows into emerging markets,
including Thailand.

Krungthai Global Markets, a research
centre at Krungthai Bank, said after the
baht appreciated past 31 to the dollar
on Thursday, it weakened overnight as
global markets faced a sell-offled by US
artificial intelligence stocks, which also
contributed to easing global gold prices.

Under this scenario, the currency
is expected to gradually appreciate,
likely trading sideways in a range of
30.90 to 31.20 baht per dollar, noted
the think tank.
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