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Bangkok Post
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Photo News: Drumming up support

Page: 3(Top Left)
PRValue (x3): 114,878.61 Clip: Full Color

.

Drumming up support

Sihasak Phuangketkeow, a Bhumjaithai PM candidate, joined by Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas and Commerce Minister
Suphajee Suthumpun from the party's economic team, at Lumpini Park for the ‘One Day Trip’ campaign event. APICHART JINAKUL

News ID: C-260112001010 (12 Jan 26/03:02)
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Headline: Bhumjaithai notes positive feedback on economic policies from Bangkok voters
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Bhumjaithai notes positive feedback on
economic policies from Bangkok voters

[ SUNDAY, JANUARY 1L 2028

News ID: I-1260111000417
dt 360

essential

Party says public response encouraging

ghiok an Sunduy, key fgunes e Bhumpaivhai Party sod

e pubilic 1o the party's ceanmic palicies,

Ministers in the Bhumijaithal-led administration, inclding Commerce Minister Suphajee
Siuthumpun, Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas, and Foreign Minister Sihasah
Phsinghetieow, went on s campalgin il a2 Banghkakos Lumphini Pack, whete tsey met with

poepbe wnrising in (e s

The three have been numed by B i leader Amutin C

as candidates for depury
prime minister if the pany leads the farmation of the next government, with Sihasak also
nominated as a prime ministerial candidate alongside Antin

Sihasak sakd he spake with mary parkgoers, wha expressed sipport for Bhsmjaithal,

cinead the campign trail 1 help the pany's
Banghok MP candidates ahead of
positive and healthy atmospheee

Felsruary & clecebon, addlg hat she was pleased with the
Eknith saii thin was his first time going out 1o listen directly to the public and that he had spaken
with masny eldorly poogle.

He said issaes refated to the *eldedy coonamy” were ratsed iluring the discussions and are already
inclued in the party's “io Econnmic Policies Plus” plaform,

v wantd the parsy s “alf-half phis® co-payment scleme o have o

ng that he had taken their fesdback fnto account,

Intradued undor the Prayor Chan-o-cha sdministration, the scheme subsidises hall the cost of

puerchases made by consumens.

“Listening o people’s apinions his been extremely beneficial and has helped mahe our policies
alearor,” Thnii said.

“Everyans vapressed appreviation for what we have done for the costry. Mary als said they want
115 10 continue helping for s long time.” he alded.
He said b wats delighted by the positive response 1o the Bhamjaithai Party's policies
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Thailand and United States
reaffirm economic partnership,
advance talks on trade and
emerging industries

By Pty Mail Jaruary 11, 2026 w205 e

BANGKOK, Thaland — Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Fmance Ekniti Nitithanprapas
hald discussions with Michag G D . United States Secrelary of State for
East Asian and Pacific Aftairs, and Sean O'Neill, the United States Ambassador to Thailand,
at the Ministry of Finance on January 9, 2026.

Bath sides reaffirmed the strong relationship between Thailand and the United States and
i , and high-potanbal emenpng indusings,
aspecially hosa critical (o giobal supply chains

The discussions noted progress in on tanffs Both paries
agresd to furiher cooperation across key seciors, including enengy, semiconduciors
. and L o and ansura iong-

temn mutual benefits for both countries. (RNT)
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Govt grip
on gold
tightens

New crackdown on
grey capital kicks off

WICHIT CHANTHANUSORNSIRI

The government has tightened scrutiny
of gold and digital-asset transactions
in an effort to curb grey capital and
money laundering.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul
yesterday chaired the first meeting of a
subcommittee on financial data integra-
tion, tasked with enhancing oversight
of suspicious transactions under the
so-called Data Bureau framework. He
said tackling technology-related crime
requires comprehensive, high-quality
and interconnected financial data,

Such data would allow authorities
to act on two fronts: suppression, by
intercepting illicit capital flows to limit
damage, and prevention, by analysing
criminal patterns to block suspicious
transactions before harm occurs,
he said.

The Data Bureau is designed as a
national mechanism to link finan-

cial data across agencies, improving
the tracing of money flows and clos-
ing loopholes exploited by grey capi-
tal. Tt will use technology to connect
data in real time across the banking
system, the gold trade and digital-
asset markets, addressing long-stand-
ing fragmentation.

Mr Anutin said the system must rest
on two pillars: a complete and reliable
database covering identity profiles,
behavioural data and inbound and
outhound transaction flows; and an
efficient data-linkage system, includ-
ing an upgraded Central Fraud Registry
(CFR), to ensure full traceability.

He also issued policy directives to
relevant agencies. For physical gold
trading, the Anti-Money Laundering
Office (Amlo) was instructed to serve
as the central body for collecting trans-
action data, in line with its mandate to
oversee anti-money laundering compli-
ance among gold traders. Authorities
were asked to review existing report-
ing requirements, including the current
threshold requiring gold shops to report
transactions of 2 million baht or mare,
with consideration given to lowering
the ceiling in stages.

For online gold trading platforms,
where no physical delivery occurs,
the finance ministry was told to revise
foreign-exchange regulations. Platform
operators would be required to comply
with stricter conditions, while the Rev-
enue Department would establish a
special register mandating the sub-
mission of transaction data. Agencies
were also instructed to study the fea-
sibility of imposing a specific business
tax on gold-trading operators, with the
Finance Ministry working jointly with
the central bank.

In the digital-asset sector, the Secu-
rities and Exchange Commission was
asked to consider enforcing the “Travel
Rule’, which would require service pro-
viders to collect and retain transaction
data between digital wallets, including
information on senders and recipients,
to strengthen traceability.

Concerns over moneylaundering via
gold and digital assets have intensified
since 2024-25, particularly following a
sharp rise in gold exports to Cambodia.
The value of such exports surged more
than tenfold to about 105 billion baht,
raising suspicions of links to grey capital
from scam operations, online gambling
and transnational crime networks, Offi-
cials said the trend has contributed to
baht volatility and poses risks to Thai-
land’s economy.

The Bank of Thailand and Amlo have
identified weaknesses in the current
system, notably a reporting threshold
considered too high.
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Headline: Thailand to Curb Gold Trading to Stabilize Baht, Combat Money Laundering
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Headline: Finance eyes gold import tax overhaul to curb grey money
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