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The cabinet has approved a support package worth more than 300 billion

baht for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) to boost liquidity and
credit access.

Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas said the cabinet has approverd a
327-billion-baht assistance package aimed at easing liguidity constraints
and expanding credit access for SMEs,

Speaking after the cabiner meeting on Tuesday, Mr Ekniti said more than
half of SMEs still lack access to formal financing, worsened by a
continued contraction in lending. The government is therefore creating a
new ecosystem through a "Quick Big Win" strategy to strengthen liguidity,
improve efficiency and expand opportunities for SMEs.

The floods in the South since the middle of last month have intensified
vulnerabilities among SMEs and affected employment in flood-hit areas,
making immediate support essential, he said.

The measures endorsed by the cabinet include 217 billion baht in low-
interest loans, 50 billion baht in SME credit guaranrees, and 60 hillion
baht in expedited tax refunds for SMEs.

The government will cover credit-guarantee fees for SMEs for three years.

The Bank of Thailand and the Thai Bankers' Association will design a new
SME fund to compl I the eredit guarantee system under
the Thai Credit Guarantee Corporation.

The Government Savings Bank will issue 100 billion baht in soft loans to
commercial banks ar 0.01% interest, enabling them to relend to SMEs at
3.5%.
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B327bn aid
for SMEs
approved

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

The cabinet has approved a support
package worth more than 300 billion
baht for small and medium-sized enter-
prises (SMEs) to boost liquidity and
credit access.

Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithan-
prapas said the cabinet has approved
a 327-billion-baht assistance package
aimed at easing liquidity constraints
and expanding credit access for SMEs.

Speaking after the cabinet meeting
yesterday, Mr Ekniti said more than
half of SMEs still lack access to formal
tinancing, worsened by a continued
contraction in lending. The government
is therefore creating a new ecosystem
through a “Quick Big Win" strategy to
strengthen liquidity, improve efficiency
and expand opportunities for SMEs.

The floods in the South since the
middle of last month have intensi-
tied vulnerabilities among SMEs and
affected employmentin flood-hit areas,
making immediate support essential,
he said.

The measures endorsed by the cab-
inet include 217 billion baht in low-
interest loans, 50 billion baht in SME
credit guarantees, and 60 billion baht in
expedited tax refunds for SMEs.

The government will cover credit-
guarantee fees for SMEs for three years.

The Bank of Thailand and the Thai
Bankers’ Association will design a new
SME guarantee fund to complement the
credit guarantee system under the Thai
Credit Guarantee Corporation.

The Government Savings Bank will
issue 100 billion baht in soft loans to
commercial banks at 0.01% interest,
enabling them to relend to SMEs at
3.5%.
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