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Headline: Govt unveils financial relief

Govt unveils
financial relief

Loans, moratoriums
for victims of floods

MONGKOL BANGPRAPA
WICHIT CHANTHANUSORNSIRI

The government has unveiled 0% inter-
estloans and debt moratorium meas-
ures to swiftly support flood-affected
households and businesses in the
southern provinces, with emergency
funds made immediately available.

At the Finance Ministry yesterday,
Prime Minister Anutin Charnvira-
kul chaired a meeting on integrating
assistance, relief, and rehabilitation
for flood victims in the South. He said
the meeting was held to prepare eco-
nomic recovery measures and sup-
port for citizens and entrepreneurs
affected by the flooding, enabling
them to resume their everyday lives
as quickly as possible.

“We must therefore integrate
efforts relating to assistance, relief,
and rehabilitation. The government
has aligned resource networks and

communication channels so that
all work proceeds in a coordinated
manner consistent with the situation
on the ground,” he said.

The prime minister said an emer-
gency flood response centre has been
set up at Government House to coordi-
nate with Hat Yai's forward command,
and he also announced measures to be
taken by the Finance Ministry.

“Today, I ask the meeting to outline
approaches and for the Finance Min-
istry to devise short-term assistance
measures, such as ensuring access to
food, drinking water, medicine, and
temporary shelter,” he said.

“Medium-term measures will focus
on boosting income and reducing
burdens, including 0% interest loans,
debt moratoriums, as well as com-
mercial measures such as sourcing
goods priced below cost, subsidised
by the state, to ensure that they reach
the public — alongside donated goods
and products from the private sector”

Mr Anutin, who also serves as the
interior minister, said the third phase
would involve restoring affected areas
tonormalcy. He expressed confidence
that most entrepreneurs and business

operators would have insurance cover-
age for their assets.

“What we need to do,” he said, “is
accelerate coordination with insur-
ers so that compensation payouts
are made as quickly as possible. At
the same time, we will arrange access
to have 0% interest repair loans for
homes, shops, and other eligible
damage,” he said.

“The Interior Ministry stands ready
to cooperate fully with the necessary
assessments, as coordinated action is
essential. This is the framework I am
assigning to the meeting so that swift
action can be taken.”

Further financial support meas-
ures would follow, including tax relief,
exemptions, debt suspension, and
interest-free loans for repairing and
rehabilitating homes and businesses,
all aimed at reducing living costs for
local residents as much as possible,
he noted.

Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithan-
prapas said after the meeting that the
government will allocate an additional
100 million baht in advance budget
tunds to provincial governors for use
in supporting affected residents.
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