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COMMERCE

‘Investment fast pass’ set
to go to economic cabinet

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas
says he will submit the “Thailand Fast
Pass” project — an initiative aimed at
expediting domestic investment — to
the economic cabinet on Monday.
Delivering a keynote address at
FTI Outlook 2026 on the topic “Policy
Vision for Thailand's Economic Trans-
formation” yesterday, he said Thailand
Fast Pass would serve as an executive-
branch mechanism to accelerate invest-
ment by businesses that have already
received investment promotion certifi-
cates, enabling them to proceed with
actual investment more swiftly.
During the first nine months of this
year, investment promotion applica-
tions reached 1.3 trillion baht, a 94%
increase compared with the same
period last year. These applications
span a range of sectors including food
processing, electronics, circuit board
manufacturing, data centres, electric
vehicles (EV), automation, wellness,
and advanced medical services.
However, of the 1.3 trillion baht in
approved projects, 470 billion baht’s
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worth was ready for immediate invest-
ment this year but remains stalled due
tovarious domestic approval processes.
Thailand Fast Pass is intended to accel-
erate real investment activity, with the
expectation that it will unlock at least
300 billion bahtin capital expenditure.

Mr Ekniti added that transforming
Thailand also demands transformation
of people and technology. On human
capital, aside from government initia-
tives to upskill small merchants under
the Khon La Khrueng co-payment
scheme, the government will also pro-
vide upskilling through the competi-
tiveness enhancement fund. This will
be carried out in partnership with the
private sector, tailoring training pro-
grammes to industry needs, with the
state covering all training costs. The
target is to train 100,000 people within
four months.

Regarding technology, Mr Ekniri
said the state can utilise investment
mechanisms such as public-private
partnerships (PPP) and the Thailand
Infrastructure Fund to undertake pro-
jects without placing additional pres-
sure on the national budget.
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PM . k
. 3 the party has grown, it is appropriate
Cand]date irio set for to have more people capable of shar-
. ing leadership responsibilities,” he said.
Sunday submission Mr Anutin said he is confident that
Mr Ekniti and Ms Suphajee can serve
as the party’s prime ministerial candi-
MONGKOL BANGPRAPA dates. Both are results-oriented and,
although still adjusting to their roles
Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, in  after joining the administration, have
his capacity as Bhumjaithai Party (BJT) limited time to settle in. Many minis-
leader, yesterday unveiled the party’s  ters — both political newcomers and
three prime ministerial candidates, experienced politicians — had adapted
saying thatifa party meeting quickly and performed
can be convened on Sunday, effectively, he said.
the nominations will be sub- He praised them as pro-
mitted immediately in line fessional administrators
with its internal timetable. who work diligently once

Speaking at Govern- entrusted with responsibili-
ment House, Mr Anutin ties. “These days1 barely see
confirmed the nominees many ministers in person,’
are himself, Deputy Prime M _ he said. “We mostly speak
Minister and Finance Min- 500 < by telephone. Wherever
ister Ekniti Nitithanprapas, Ekniti: Deputy PM, they are in the world, they
and Commerce Minister FM can always be reached if
Suphajee Suthumpun. : problems arise.”

“All three names mustbe | Asked whether the two
formally proposed to the candidates would be placed
party’s general assembly. on the party-list slate, he
If the meeting can proceed said itwas “possible’ adding
on Sunday, the nominations | . that he had observed their
will be submitted immedi- ' dedication, determination
ately, pending final con- 3 A and quick decision-making.
firmation of the timeline,” & > % Olarn Thinbangtieo, a
he said. b AT =3 political scientist at Burapha

He said both Mr Ekniti Suphajee: University, said Bhum-
and Ms Suphajee are highly Commerce Minister jaithai’s unveiling of the
capable, hard-working and figures reflects a deliberate
well-versed in their portfolios. Headded  strategyto address long-standing weak-
he had not invited Ms Suphajeetobea nesses and refresh the party’s image
candidate but actually had insistedshe  ahead of the next general election.
accept the role to complete the list of Mr Anutin added that when minis-
three nominees. ters deliver good results, he does not

“In the past, Bhumjaithai was still interfere but gives them a free hand
a small party, which meant I was the while offering support. This, he said,
sole candidate for prime minister. Now  applies to all cabinet members.
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SHHY12: C-251120005076 (20 W.2. 68/06:09)
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