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No penalty for accord move: PM

Pact freeze, US trade
talks ‘separate’ issues

APINYA WIPATAYOTIN
PHUSADEE ARUNMAS

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul
has confirmed the United States will
not link Thailand’s suspension of the
Kuala Lumpur Peace Accord to ongoing
trade negotiations.

Mr Anutin posted on his personal
Facebook page yesterday that: “Malay-
sian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim,
who also serves as the Asean chair,
telephoned me again on the evening
of Nov 15.

“In our discussion, he informed me
that he had spoken once more with US
President Donald Trump, following his
earlier conversation with me.

“President Trump shares my position
that humanitarian de-mining is a criti-
cal issue in the accord jointly signed by
Thailand and Cambodia. He has there-
fore requested the Thai government
expedite mine-clearance operations as
quickly as possible, as the remaining
mines pose a grave danger to people
in both countries.

“President Trump also asked Prime
Minister Anwar to convey to me, once
again, his confirmation that: ‘The
United States will not link Thailand's
suspension of the accord to the ongo-
ing trade tariff negotiations between
Thailand and the United States.

“Iwish to informall concerned mem-
bers of the public of this matter. I also
asked Prime Minister Anwar whether |
could post this information. He replied,
‘Go ahead, Anutin, and said he would
likewise confirm it through his own
communication channels. I therefore
wish to inform everyone who has been
concerned about this issue.

“Furthermore, the letter issued by
the Office of the United States Trade
Representative regarding the suspen-
sion of negotiations with Thailand was
drafted before my telephone conversa-
tionwith President Trump on the even-
ing of Friday, Nov 14. My information is
therefore more up to date!”

Mr Anwar posted on Facebook
yesterday that “During my conversa-
tion with President Donald ] Trump,
Prime Minister Hun Manet, and Prime
Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, we reaf-
firmed our commitment to ensuring
the full and effective implementation
of the Kuala Lumpur Peace Accord. We
also concurred that meaningful pro-
gress must be made on the issue of de-
mining, without involving any form of
trade cooperation.

“I continue to appreciate President
Trump's personal and active commit-
ment to resolving this matter,” said
Mr Anwar.

Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithan-
prapas said trade negotiations would
continue as planned. Discussions with
the Minister of Commerce, he said, the
latest information indicates the minis-
try will provide clarifications to the US
trade representative (USTR). The letter

issued by the USTR may have been sent
before the prime minister spoke with
Mr Trump.

Negotiating teams will need to pro-
ceed with discussions within the exist-
ing framework, and he is confident
everything will progress according to
schedule. He added that trade matters
are directly linked to people’s liveli-
hoods and must move forward.

Commerce Minister Suphajee
Suthumpun said the government is
ready to proceed with all preparations
to ensure trade negotiations with the
United States are concluded within the
original timeframe.

She said the government attaches
the highest importance to protecting
national sovereignty and security, just
as any government would. At the same
time, the Ministry of Commerce recog-
nises the strategic significance of Thai-
US trade negotiations.

So, the ministry is advancing meas-
ures to ensure Thailand is well pre-
pared, enabling an expedited conclu-
sion to the negotiations within the
agreed schedule, she added.

In addition, the ministry is accelerat-
ing consultations with state agencies
to drive the negotiations towards a
swift conclusion.

It is also moving forward with
measures to strengthen the Thai pri-
vate sector and address issues such
as tariff evasion and transshipment,
Ms Suphajee said. These efforts aim to
build confidence among both the US
government and American businesses
that Thailand operates transparently.
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Govt vows action over price hikes
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The government s taklng decksive actlon against shops that rabsed prices
after jolning the Khon La Khreng Mus” eo-payment scheme, following &
slew of comy thar paint to abuse of the

benefits.

Minister attached to the Prime Minister's Office, Sanii Piyatat, snid price
Increases were the MOST common Lsue reported Mrough he Olee of he
Consuer Prowection Baard (OCERL, which recelved 66 complaints
nstionwide between Det 29 and Nov 11

©F these, 29 cases involved shops iaflating prices immedintety after
loining the scheme — a practice the government considers a deliberare
attempt to prafit from public sibsidies.

Other compiaiig iclsded six cases of shops charging value-added fx on
alrendy discounsed goods, five cases of merchants Falsely claiminig to be
partielpating in the scheme by posting mislesding QR codes, Hve cases of
shops imposing mnautharissd service fees, and four cisss invobving the
sobe of banned ltems sich as aleohol and obaceo,

Mr Santi said such behaviour was contrary to the scheme's objectives of
easing eitizens’ fnancial burdens and stimnlating kel econiies.

“These price hikes betray the spirit of the gavernment's sipport mensres
and erode puiblic confidence,” he said. The OCPS has coordinated with
1he Fiscal Policy Office, the Department of Internal Trade, and provincial
commeree offiees to purswe legal action agains vielatoss and strengthen
proactive monitaring.

He added that the government was determined to ensure falmess and
transparency by holding dishonest retailers accountable.

Al relevant agencies MAuST 8eT quickly to peotect consumers and prevent
shops from exploiting the systen,” he said, adding that the OCPB would

eontinue te educste both shoppers and vendots an legod complianes asd
consumer rights.

According 1o the Fiseal Poliey Office, more than 13 million users have
successfully made payments under the "Khon La Khroeng Plus” scheme,
With total spending exeeeding 35 billion balt as of Nov 13

The co-payment programune, whick runs until Dee 31, currently includes
422,401 pegisterad shops. Citizens can use up 1o 200 babt daily threugh
the PAnLANE app berween Gan @nd 11 P,

M Santi reaffirmed thot shops found inflating prices or otherwise
exploiting the scheme would fice srict penalties to ensure conmumers can
henefit fully, fairty, and safely from the government's assistanee
mensures

Meanwhile, the Finance Ministry eonfirmed that 58 of Tuesday, wral food
delivery spending under the sehemme reachied 419,42 million babt, with
LINE MAN accounting for 249,74 million babr — the highest among
delivery plasforms.

TINE MAN also reported more thin twe million sccumubared arders
placed veithin five days by over ane millian wsers natanwide, More than
40,000 testausants on the platform geneeated pearly 300 million baht in
transserinn

Meanwhile, Gralb reported over one nullion orders and a threefold sales
Inerease for participating led by he-dish meals sucly a8
somtam (spicy pepayva salady, noodie dishes, fried chicken, and Thai tea
favourites,
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