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Bad debt scheme to be
launched in New Year

Problem loans are
to be restructured

SOMRUEDI BANCHONGDUANG

The government plans to roll out
the new debt resolution programme
“Clear Debt, Move Forward” in Janu-
ary next year, offering measures such
as interest payment waivers and
reductions of principal for quali-
fied borrowers.

The Bank of Thailand, in collabo-
ration with the Finance Ministry
and financial institutions, yesterday
launched the initiative to address
bad loans through the purchase of
retail debt by asset management
companies (AMCs). The programme
is slated to take effect in January
2026, according to Finance Minister
Ekniti Nitithanprapas.

Speaking after a memorandum
of understanding signing ceremony
among the relevant agencies yester-
day, Mr Ekniti said the scheme aims
to help small borrowers break free
from the cycle of non-performing
loans (NPLs) and return to the formal
financial system.

£

Central bank governor Vitai Ratan-
akorn said the new measure is a one-
time, special initiative targeting unse-
cured NPLs. The programme covers
individual borrowers with total NPLs

across all financial institutions of less
than 100,000 baht per person as of
Sept 30, 2025.

In the initial phase, the pro-
gramme covers around 1.6 million
loan accounts, or 1.2 million bor-
rowers, from commercial banks and
their affiliated financial businesses,
representing roughly 43.6 billion baht
in debt.

Sukhumvit Asset Management
Co (SAM), the country’s second-
largest AMC under the supervision
of the central bank, is purchasing
these loans and offering flexible
debt restructuring to help borrow-
ers resume repayments.

Mr Vitai said the central bank
plans to reposition SAM as a “social
AMC, focused on public debt reso-
lution rather than profit generation.
For the next phase, the programme’s
scope may expand to allow SAM to
purchase debts from other types of
financial service providers, he said.

“Borrowers participating in the
programme will receive debt restruc-

6
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turing under more favourable terms
than usual, such as waivers of all
accrued interest and fees, and partial
principal reductions,” said Mr Vitai.
“These measures will enable bor-
rowers torepay debts faster, improve
their creditrecords, and regain access
to formal credit channels”

The programme provides two
repayment options: lump-sum set-
tlement, allowing borrowers to pay a
portion of their debt to immediately
close their account; and instalment
repayment, allowing repayment in
instalments for up to three years,
during which no interest will be
charged if the borrower meets the
programme’s conditions.

For borrowers from specialised
financial institutions, assistance is
provided through Ari AMC, which
is to purchase and restructure about
330,000 loan accounts under simi-
lar principles.

The programme is expected to
assist up to 1.9 million retail debt
accounts nationwide.

A grilled chicken
and som tam
vendor near Chao
Pho Suea Shrine
at Phra Nakhon,
Bangkok. A new
state scheme
aims to help
small borrowers.
APICHART
JINAKUL
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TRAINING

Upskilling scheme targets
small entrepreneurs

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

The government's upskilling pro-
gramme for small entrepreneurs under
the “Khon La Khrueng Plus” (half-half
plus) scheme is designed to equip them
with the skills needed to thrive in the
digital economy, according to Finance
Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas.

“I recently met with the prime min-
ister of Singapore, who agreed we must
equip our people with the skills needed
to thrive in the digital age or we risk
being left behind,” said Mr Ekniti fol-
lowing the economic cabinet meeting
on Monday, which approved a proposal
to provide incentives for small firms
under the programme to enhance their
digital skills.

He said the training programme will
allow small entrepreneurs to receive
training on how to use digital tools to
increase their sales.

The training topics cover selling
via online platforms, taking appeal-
ing photos of food to attract more cus-
tomers, arranging shops to look more
inviting, managing inventory and
basic accounting. The topics aim to
help entrepreneurs improve sales and
reduce costs.

Interested participants can apply
for the training through the “MyMo”
application of the Government Savings
Bank or through the Business Devel-
opment Department under the Com-
merce Ministry.

Once they complete the training, the

News ID: C-251112001062 (12 Nov 25/04:01)

government will provide participating
shops with a 20% top-up on the amount
it subsidises.

For example, ifa customer buys food
worth 200 baht, the government will
subsidise 100 baht and then provide an
additional 20% top-up on that amount,
meaning the shop will receive a total of
120 baht. The total amount of top-up
a shop can receive cannot exceed
2,000 baht.

Entrepreneurs who choose not to
attend the training may alternatively
practice on their own by making atleast
five sales via online platforms to qualify
for the top-up incentive.

The government plans to grant
participation rights to 400,000 shops
nationwide, using around 800 million
baht remaining from the scheme’s
budget.

The upskilling programme is sched-
uled to run from Nov 19 to Dec 19, with
top-up payments made to participating
shops on Dec 25.

Mr Ekniti said the initiative aligns
with Apec’s goal of promoting digitally
inclusive growth.

Meanwhile, finance permanent
secretary Lavaron Sangsnit said the
programme reflects the government's
intention to encourage entrepreneurs
to learn about the digital world.

Under the 400,000 participation slots
available, eligibility will be granted on a
first-come, first-served basis.

More than 900,000 small businesses
have already registered for the scheme.
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