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‘Half-Half Plus’ scheme set to
pump 88 billion baht into
Thailand’s economy by year-
end

By Pomaya Masil Ociober 16, 2025 @ 120 e

2 et to pump BB biion hant nzo Thatand s sconomy

wingnty Nelipe
e et g b, e -
ahive OO Dusnesses dnd
 CO-O@)mes i A 5 and exfva wefare fo TONIErE, AYTHY o
18 DOOST HOUSE T 5 i] Stmaiite GIOF grown i e 2025

BANGKOK, Thaitand — The “Half-Half Plus’ Co-payment Scheme, a key instiative of Prime
Minister and Minister of Interior Anutin Charmvirakul, 2ims to stimulate Thailend's sconomy
m the final quarter of 2025 by generating ncome, raducing kving costs, and strengthening
smiall businesses nationwids.

Daputy Prima Minister and Finance Minister Eknit Mitthangrapas affimad that all meschant
data undar the schemea will be kapt confidential, with noinformation shared with the

D itand ne tax coflection. The measure aims to boost
confidance and encourage parmcpation from small and muicre enterprses—egal entiies
eaming no more than 1 8 million baht @ year—which play a vital role in supporting local
BCONONEes.

Reqistration for shops and entreprensurs & open from October 15 to December 18, 2025,
wvia the official webaite, while the general public can register from Oetober 20 to 26 2025,
through the Pao Tang application. Participants caen begin using their benefits from 20
October 20 t0 December 21, 2025, with food delivery services available from 7 Movember
omvard,

Participants will receive a 50% co-payment of up to 200 baht per day — 2,400 baht for those
in tha tax system and 2,000 baht for othars. For state welfare cardholders. the government
will provide an addiional 850 baht par month in Novembar and Decembar 2025, mising otal
support to 1,150 beht par month o help ease year-and living costs

Govermnmean Spokesparson Sinpeng Angkasakiulkiat sald a Phase 2 ragistration will open for
those who missed fle fiest round, with detais to ba announced later, The gc | is atso
TEVIEWING & New weltare card registration round o indude Mo who have never applied,
BASUTING N0 oNe is left behind and that Ainancial 8kl reaches all eligible cilizens.

The govemment sxpects “Half-Hall Plus” to inject anout B8 billion baht nto the econonmy
driving GDP growth by 0.29-0.22% while extra welfare payments could It arowth by
another 0.07-0.08% m late 2025 The mhative serves as a strategie year-end stimulus 1o
boost household spending, support small and gthen Thaiand's
foundation for 2026, (NNTY
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New measures to boost tourism

Government aims to
lift GDP by 0.4%

AEKARACH SATTABURUTH

The government plans to roll out a
package of measures, in addition to
the Khon La Khrueng Plus scheme, to
stimulate domestic tourism and eco-
nomic activity, which are expected to
boost this year's GDP by 0.4%.

Speaking after the new economic
policy committee met for the first
time yesterday, Finance Minister
Ekniti Nitithanprapas said the panel
has approved a raft of measures to
revitalise the tourism sector, which
has contracted by 8% over the past
eight months.

The package, to be submitted to the
cabinet for approval next week, com-
prises three key initiatives: a 20,000-
baht tax rebate scheme for individu-
als; a programme to expedite seminar
budget spending by government agen-
cies, state enterprises, and local admin-
istrative bodies; and a tax deduction
scheme for hotel renovations.

Under the tax rebate scheme,

individuals will be eligible for deduc-
tions on travel expenses — once for
trips to major provinces and 1.5 times
for travel to secondary provinces. The
scheme will run from Oct 29 to Dec 15.

The second measure aims to accel-
erate the spending of seminar budgets
by the public sector without requiring
new funds.

Agencies will be required to disburse
60% of the total six-billion-baht budget
by the end of January, instead of wait-
ing for the third and fourth quarters, to
help drive faster economic expansion.

Mr Ekniti said the ministry will also
study a proposal by the Thai Chamber
of Commerce to allow companies to
deduct travel expenses for employee
leisure trips.

The third measure provides double
tax deductions for hotel renovations
in secondary provinces until March
next year.

Eligible expenses include air-con-
ditioning, solar panel, and wastewater
treatment systems.

Other proposals under consideration
include tax reductions for entertain-
ment venues to encourage operators to
register their businesses properly and
gain tax benefits.

Mr Ekniti said the meeting also set
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disbursement targets for the current
fiscal year at 75% for investment budg-
etsand 93% for fixed budgets, with these
targets to serve as key performance
indicators for state agencies.

Unspent funds from the 2025 fiscal
year total 300 billion baht, with only
65% of the investment budget dis-
bursed, he added.

Government spokesman Siripong
Angkasakulkiat said the measures are
expected to increase economic growth
by 0.4% of GDP.

Regarding the co-payment scheme,
which opened for merchant regisiration
yesterday, Mr Ekniti said it is expected
to inject 88 billion baht into the econ-
omy, with 900,000 vendors and about 20
million people expected to participate.

The Khon La Khrueng Plus pro-
gramme offers beneficiaries between
2,000 and 2,400 baht per person, with
daily spending capped at 200 baht for
up to two months,

Addressing tax concerns, Mr Ekniti
said data collected under the co-pay-
ment programme remains confidential
butemphasised that paying income tax
is a legal obligation for all earners.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvira-
kul said he had instructed the panel to
focus on achieving quick wins.
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Headline: Finance Ministry Kicks Off "Half-Half Plus” Registration for Merchants Nationwide

Enghsh

Finance Ministry Kicks Off ““Half-Half Plus’’ Registration for

Merchants Nationwide

M) (g e QOO @®

Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas, together with

Deputy Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Finance Akrut Sonthayanon, and
executives from Krungthai Bank, led a media delegation to observe the opening
of merchant registration for the Half-Half Plus ( Khon La Khrueng Plus ) scheme.

The visit tock place at the market located behind the Ministry of Finance. where
the team also encouraged vendors to register and take part in the program
designed to support local econormic activity.

The Half-Half Plus campaign is open to a wide range of Thai business operators,
from food. beverage, and retail vendors to service providers such as massage,
spa. nail, and hair salons. Eligible participants also include public transport
operators — including taxis, vans, tuk-tuks, and motorcycle taxis — as well as
small registered businesses and community enterprises. All participants must be
Thai nationals with verifiable business operations and, where applicabis,
possess valid operating licenses.

Merchants who took part in the Half-Half Phase 5 scheme can re-register
through the Tung Ngem mobile application, while new applicants may sign up at
Krungthai Bank branches nationwide. Public mass transit operators can also
activate their accounts directly through Krungthai Bank. If a merchant’s
business details are not found in government databases, officials from the
Ministry of Interior or Bangkok Metropolitan Administration must verify that the
business is in operation before registration is approved.

The Ministry of Finance emphasized that this initiative not only promotes greater
participation from small entrepreneurs but also strengthens Thailand’s
grassroots economy. The visit reflects the government’s continued commitment
to ensuring transparency, accessibility, and inclusion in nationwide economic
stimulus programs.
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STIMULUS

Co-pay scheme expects 900,000 stores
WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

The government kicked off retail shop
registration yesterday for the “KhonLa
Khrueng Plus” co-payment scheme,
expecting participation from at least
900,000 stores and an estimated 88
billion baht in economic circulation.

According to Finance Minister Ekniti
Nitithanprapas, the ministrv wants to
encourage small retailers to partici-
pate in the scheme to ensure funds
are broadly distributed throughout
the economy. Retail shop registration
closes on Dec 19.

Registration for the public is sched-
uled from Oct 20-26 and targets 20
million participants. The estimate of
88 billion baht comprises 44 billion baht
contributed by the government and 44
billion in consumer spending,.

Participants can spend under the
scheme from Oct 29 to Dec 31. The gov-
emment believes the programme will
help the economy evade a contraction
in the fourth quarter.

For existing retail stores or those who
previously participated in the Khon La
Khrueng Phase 5 — around 900,000
stores — they can update the Thung
Ngern app and accept the new terms
and conditions to immediately join the

co-payment scheme. Roughly 100,000
stores remain active on the platform.

New retail shops wishing to join the
scheme must prepare their national ID
card and photos of their actual store,
then verity their identity at their dis-
trict office or the Interior Ministry in
their area.

Afterwards, they must bring the
verified documents to Krungthai Bank
(KTB) to confirm their identity and
store authenticity.

Verification is estimated to take three
days, then shops can access the Thung

7

A customer scans a R code with his phune'during the previous co-payment

scheme. CHAKKRAPAN NATANRI

Ngern app.

Merchants can download applica-
tion forms from www.AUREATINAE.
com, and KTB offers full assistance
throughout the pracess.

“This scheme focuses on small and
micro businesses, including market
vendors and street sellers. It does not
allow large enterprises or modern trade
retailers to participate,” said Mr Elmiti.

“This time, the programme also
opens opportunities for small juris-
tic persons with annual income not
exceeding 1.8 million baht to join —
expanding the previous scheme that
was limited to individual merchants!””

The government is also allowing
public transport services, including
licensed motorcycle taxi drivers, to
participate. Their information must
be verified through the Land Trans-

port Department and the Trans-
port Ministry.

He said all data within the co-pay-
ment system will be kept in a closed
and secure system to protect user
privacy. No transaction data will be
shared externally, not even with the
Revenue Department.

However, Mr Ekniti reminded people
that paying taxes is the duty of every
Thai once income is earned.
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Ekniti gets nod to lead key US trade talks
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Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprap

The cabinet has appointed Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister
Ekniti Nitithanprapas to lead a strategic task force to drive trade
negotiations with the United States, identifying US tariff talks and the
Thai-EU Free Trade Agreement (FTA) as top priorities over the next four
months.

Government spokesman Siripong Angkasakulkiar said on Tuesday that
Prime Minister and Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has established
a special working group to coordinate the negotiations.

The task force, chaired by Mr Ekniti, includes six ministers as vice chairs:
Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpun, Foreign Minister Sihasak
Phuangketkeow, Agriculture Minister Thamanat Prompow, Industry
Minister Thanakorn Wangboonkongchana, Digital Economy and Society
Minister Chaichanok Chidchob and Public Health Minister Pattana
Promphat,

The director-general of the Department of Trade Negotiations will serve
as secrefary.

Mr Anutin emphasised that both the US tariff talks and the Thai-EU FTA
are integral to government plans and will be discussed when the cabinet
meets today to outline the government's economic direction.
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Opposition MP Urges PM Anutin to Choose:
Stand with Criminals or the People, Calls for
Permanent Task Force to Combat Call Center
and Scam Networks
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