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Govt plans Q4 GDP boost

Co-payment scheme
seen as pivotal

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

The government’s “Khon La Khrueng
Plus” co-paymentscheme, worth 44 bil-
lion baht, is expected to bolster GDP in
the fourth quarter, said Finance Minis-
ter Ekniti Nitithanprapas.

The cabinet yesterday approved the
budget for the scheme, which will be
eftective from Oct 29 until the end of
this year, with the aim of preventing
the economy from becoming trapped
in contraction in the current quarter,
the minister said.

Mr Ekniti, also a deputy prime min-
ister, said the cabinet’s approval of
the scheme reflects the government’s
policy as declared to parliament, and
recognises the urgent need to stimulate

7 d -
."‘l
iy o

the economy.

The scheme is intended to increase
household income and reduce expen-
ditures, thereby enhancing people’s
purchasing power for everyday con-
sumption, he said.

This is especially important as the
Thai economy faces a risk of contraction
and slowdown in the fourth quarter.

The Khon La Khrueng Plus initiative
is positioned as a flagship measure,
complementing the recent top-up in
welfare card balances that the cabinet
also approved last week, to promote
a more distributed and lasting eco-
nomic recovery.

According to Mr Ekniti, Khon La
Khrueng Plus will provide 20 mil-
lion entitlements, under which the
government will contribute half of
the spending.

The aim is to aid small and micro
businesses by stimulating consumer
demand. Over the medium to long term,
the programme also targets tax-regis-

tered citizens, who will receive 2,400
baht each, as well as support for local
vendors via technology and training to
reduce costs and modernise trade.

“The government emphasises that
this scheme is intended to act as the
engine to drive Thailand's economy and
prevent a negative trajectory,” he said.

Unlike the previous version [for per-
sons aged 18 and above], eligibility in
this round is extended to all persons
16 and above, recognising that younger
generations have purchasing power and
engage in online commerce.

“The government will also raise its
daily subsidy contribution from 150 to
200 baht, thereby increasing purchas-
ing power and driving short-term eco-
nomic stimulus,

“Meanwhile, subsidies for those in
the tax system will rise to 2,400 baht,
in contrast to the general subsidy of
2,000 baht. The scheme will run from
Oct 29-Dec 31, and those who have reg-
istered but not yet used their entitle-

Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas, second left, speaks at a press conference on the ‘Khon La Khrueng Plus’ scheme at
Government House yesterday, after the cabinet approved the 44-billion-baht scheme. CHANAT KATANYU
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Registration:

Cannot claim

Spending period:  Oct 29-Dec 31 (6am-11pm daily),

Food delivery services:  Nov 7-Dec 31

M Holders of state welfare cards on Oct 1
B Those whose rights were suspended in the earlier phases 1-5

Oct 20-26 via the 'Pao Tang' app

The cabinet approved its 'Khon La Khrueng Plus’ co-payment economic stimulus scheme, worth
44 billion baht, which it hopes will help secure a 2.2% GDP growth boost for 2025.

Total economic injection

Phase six bonuses:
@ Lower age threshold: 16 years and above
. Increased daily spending limit: 200 baht per day per person

(including citizen contributions)
but the first purchase must be by e
Nov 11, 11 pm to retain eligibility 88 billion baht
(from 6am-9pm daily) e
om 6am-9pm dai
b 20 million Thais over 16 years
old with ID numbers

. Taxpayers receive 2,400 baht, people outside the tax system 2,000 baht
@ Small operators and micro SMEs are eligible to join
0 Vendor skills upgrade through digital finance and cost-saving technologies

Source: Compiled by the Bangkok Post

ment must make their first fransaction
by Nov 11 to retain their eligibility,” Mr
Ekniti said.

He said the purpose of the scheme
is to help ease living expenses for 20
million people, requiring citizens to
also contribute 44 billion themselves
— thereby injecting a total of 88 billion
into the economy.

Furthermore, at the previous cabinet
meeting, the government also approved
top-ups for 13.4 million welfare card
holders, 1,700 baht each, funded by
another 23 billion baht budget alloca-
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tion, Mr Ekniti said.

This means that by year’s end, more
than 100 billion baht will have been
mobilised to stimulate the economy,
which is expected to raise GDP by an
additional 0.3-0.4%, he said.

While economic growth was forecast
at 0.3 % for the quarter, these measures
could see it double that target, he said.

“The government will sequentially
roll out stimulus measures each week to
push the Q4 GDP to expand by at least
1%,” he said.
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Cabinet Approves the Half-Half Plus Co-Payment
Program
8 a1 @ o a8
The Cabinet, during s meeting on 7 October 2025, gave the green light to the “Khon La Khrusng.” or “half-half plus co-payment” program, aimed at

baosting domestic cansurmption and stimulating the Thai economy,

It alsa sppreved a budget of 44 billisn baht ta carry cut the program. propased by the Ministry of Financs, In lire with the Gavarnmant's palicy
statement presented by Prime Minister Anutin Chamwirakul in the National Assembly on 29 September 2005,

This scheme was first launched under the Prime Minister Prayut Ch h. r, as part of the 's COVID-19 relief measures to

boest the people's purchasing power, It was implemented in five phases and was found te be effective in respense to the needs of the peeple

The hatf-half plus co-paymaent program allows registered individuals who buy goeds from local sheps to pay only half the price of thalr purchasas, with
the Gevernrment subsidizing the other half, threugh the G-\Wallet system. eomprising the “Pae Targ" app for buyers and "Thung Ngeen™ app for traders.
The permitted purchases will nat inclede alcohalls drinks, tobacce, ar lettery tickets,

The target group covers 20 milllon participants aged 1€ and over, who are Thal nationals and are not state welfare cardhelders. Gut of this number,
taxpayers will receive 2,400 baht. with a daily spending cap of 200 baht, while non-taxpayers will receive 2,000 baht, with a daily spending cap of 200
Eaht,

Reglstration |3 open for traders and stores from 18 Sctober to 18 December 20285 Members of the public may reglster o join the program from 20 ta 28
Cictober, butwein 06.00 he and 22,00 hr, and spanding is sllowed fram 29 October to 31 Dacembar 2025, betwain DE.00 hr and 23.00 hr. Purchases of

food and beverages via food delivery platforms, approved to join the program, are allowed from ¥ November to 31 December, Betwesn 06.00 hr and
2100 be.

These whe parscipated In phase 5 of the previous scheme will be required to confirm eligibility to participate In the program throwgh the Fac Tanz aep.
and thase who did not participate in phase § must register to |oin the scheme.
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Headline: Ekniti upbeat 2025 GDP to grow at least 2.2% from stimulus packages
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Ekniti upbeat 2025 GDP to grow at least
2.2% from stimulus packages
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Headline: Thailand deploys B44bn stimulus to spur consumption
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Thailand deploys B44bn stimulus to spur
consumption

= Booining bakt seares off Japan

* Co-payment, welfare eard schemes
taeked to Tl GOP

= Us shutdown hits Vietjet Thailand
operations
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Priste Minister Anutin Charmvirakul's government has green-lit 2 44

billion balit « oo stimulus p to host &
weonony and ity popularity abead of o general election,

The so-catled co-payment programme, endorsed by the cabinet on
Tuesdny, is essentially a govemment sibsidy on the costs of some fond,
goads and services. It's a flagship policy of Mr Amutin, who became the
country's leader kst month and promised to announce an electicn by

Janunry.

While the subsidy is part of a populist push to appeass voders, |t comes ar
a thme whes Thailasd's ecanomy is 1o dice need of 4 e Econonsdsts na
Bloombery survey expect growth to stall in the second half of this year,
weighed down by tariff-hit exports, slowing toarism and softening
consumIption.

The government expects the subsidy — the frst under its aptly named
“quick big win™ initintive — to cost 44 billian Baht. It projects higher
spending by some 20 million eligible consumers to help incrense gross
domestic product by 0.5 to 0.4 percentage point.

The Bank of Thailand has bes ary policy, and in August eur
its key interest rate by 25 basis points, citing the need for accommodative
policy o support groveth, Polirymakers are expected ro lowes borrowing
costs again at their next meeting on Wednesday as the annaunl inflation

Fate [eInAins negative

“With fourtl-quarter growih likely faliering. this progromme will give a
short-term boost,” Finance Muuster ket Nitithanprapas said at a press
briefing on Tuesday, “It will be ane of the engines to drive the ecomomy."

The co-payment programme will ron from Ot 29w Dec 31, with st beast
2,000 haht aliotted to most Thai citizens aged 16 and above. The subsidy,

however, will be capped at o daily rate of 200 baht per persan until the
Hinit is reached
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Thai Cabinet Greenlights ‘Khon La Krueng
Plus’ Stimulus

O Tuespay, OCTOBER 07, 2025

44 billion baht co-payment scheme appreved for 20 million
citizens, with tax-registered individuals receiving a higher
2,400 baht subsidy

The Thil Cabinet has officially approved the "Khon Lo Krueng Plus” (Let's Go Halves Plis) co-
paynrent seheme, allocating a budget of 4q hillion baht e cover 2o million eligible citkzens,
according to a report by Thanserakij,

The populist scheme is a key palicy of the Anutin Charnvirakul ndministration.

Siripong Angkasakulkiat, spokesperson tor the Prime Minister's Office, confirmed the approval
Follawding the Cabinct mecting caricr today {October 7, soag)

The approved budget of 44 billion baht will be drawn from both the econcmic stimulus budget and
the central contingency fund, covering the total number of 20 million heneficiaries, as proposed by
the Ministry of Finance.

Under the Khon La Krueng Flus' progranune, general citizens will receive 2 government subsidy
equivalent te 2000 baht per person, operating on a standard so:50 co-payment ratio. These funds
will be transferred to the individual's "Pan Tang” application

Crucially, citizens who are registered in the tax system will be incentivised with a higher subsidy,
receiving a total of 2,400 haht, based on @ more gencrous Go:4o co-payment ratio twith the
government covering 60% of the cost).

The Ministry of Finanee estimates that this project will provide a significant Giscal boost, helping 1o
increase the country’s Gross Domesthe Product GDP) by approximately 6410 04%.
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The cabinet d the h
31, undar which Thai citizens, aged 16 and up, will bo to have a il of 2,400 baht each for
those already in the tax system and 2,000 baht each for those outside the tax system wired into their accounts via
the “pas tang" or “thung ngern” applications.

Registration to apply for the entitlements are scheduled for Gotober 20 through 26.

Deputy Prime Minister and Finanes Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas told & press conference today that the scheme will
help boost public spending in the fourth guarter of the year and |s eéxpected to boost economic growth by 0.3%-0.4%,
adding that, without this populist scheme, the growth rate may stagnate.

He described the co-payment scheme as a short-term measure, which will have a long-term and positive effect on the
Thai econcmy.

The co-paymaent scheme of this administration differs from that launched by the govemment of Prayut Chan-o-cha in
sEveral ways,

Beneficiaries can naw be as young as 16 years old (instead of 18], the daily spending limit has inereased from 150 baht ta
200 baht, taxpayers are entitied to a one-time payment of 2400 bant, businesses with annual revenue not exceeding 1.8
billian baht can join the scheme, and it alms to help entrepreneurs enhance thair skills in leveraging Al technalogy for
business,

The deputy prime minister said that the scheme will cost the taxpayer about 44 billien baht, of which 19 billion bahtwill
come from the Central Fund and 25 billion baht from the residual budget of the 2025 fiscal vear.

Coupled with the 44 billion baht to be spent by tha 20 millien participants in the scheme, plus an additional 23 billion

baht to be spent by state welfare card bolders, he claimed that the Thai economy will receive an injection of 100 billion
Baht, which will boost economic grewth for the fourth quarter.

News ID: I-1251007001520
dit 1360

essential %J 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700

&2 www.dataxet.co

IN-DEPTH ~

teday, which Is scheduled to run from October 29 through December

PROGRAMMES MORE + ABOUT US C, SEARCH

New co-payment scheme starts Oct 29: What to know
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The cabinet approved the co-payment scheme today, which is scheduled to run froam
October 29 through December 31, under which Thal citizens, aged 16 and up, will be entitled
to have a one-time payment of 2,400 baht each for those already in the tax system and 2,000
baht each for those outside the tax system wired into their accounts via the “pao tang" or
“thung ngern” applications.

Registration to apply for the entitiements are scheduled for October 20 through 26,

Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Eknitl Nitithanprapas told a press conference today
that the scheme will help boost public spending in the fourth quarter of the year and is
expected to boost economic growth by 0.3%-0.4%, adding that, without this populist scheme,
the growth rate may stagnate,

He described the co-payment scheme as a short-taerm measure, which will have a long-term
and positive effect on the Thai econamy.

The co-payment scheme of this administration differs from that launched by the government of
Prayut Chan-o-cha in several ways.

Beneficiaries can now be as young as 16 years old (instead of 18), the daily spending limit has
increased from 150 baht to 200 baht, taxpayers are entitled to a one-time payment of 2,400
baht, businesses with annual revenue not exceeding 1.8 billion baht can join the scheme, and it
aims to help entrepreneurs enhance their skills in leveraging Al technology for business.

The deputy prime minister said that the scheme will cost the taxpayer about 44 billion baht, of
which 19 billion baht will come from the Central Fund and 25 billion baht from the residual
budget of the 2025 fiscal year,

Coupled with the 44 billion baht to be spent by the 20 million participants in the scheme, plus
an additional 23 billion baht to be spent by state welfare card holders, he claimed that the Thai

econamy will receive an injection of 100 billlon baht, which will boost ecanomic growth for the
fourth quarter.
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REVENUE

Department to speed up
VAT refunds of B160bn

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

The Revenue Department has been
instructed to expedite the refund of
outstanding value-added tax (VAT)
amounting to 160 billion baht to
enhance liquidity in the business sector.

According to Finance Minister Ekniti
Nitithanprapas, he ordered the depart-
ment to speed up the refunds of VAT
owed to the business sector, amounting
to a total of 160 billion baht, as a way to
inject liquidity into the economy.

“The economic engineis running low
on fuel and we need to inject liquidity
into it, using financial and tax measures.
For small and medium-sized enter-
prises [SMEs] and firms in the supply
chain, we will provide loans of up to 1
million baht each. For large businesses,
we will use tax measures to encourage
them to assist SMEs,” he said.

“For example, under the ‘Big Brother
Helps Little Brother’ programme, we
will speed up tax refunds for large
firms that help SMEs. There is about
160 billion baht in tax refunds pend-
ingreview.”

As for the refund process, normally
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the department must complete full veri-
fication of information before issuing
refunds. However, this time the depart-
ment will review only 60-70% of the
data first, and then conduct post-audit
inspections, said Mr Ekniti.

This approach was previously imple-
mented during the pandemic to help
inject liquidity into the system.

In addition, he said the ministry
will introduce stimulus measures to
promote tourism in secondary cities,
allowing hotel operators in those areas
to deduct renovation expenses from
their taxes at an increased rate — pos-
sibly 1.5 to 2 times the actual cost.

The ministry is also preparing to
propose to the cabinet that govern-
ment agencies accelerate disburse-
ment of budgets for training and semi-
nars, known as “front-loading’, with
a requirement that such training and
seminars be held in secondary cities
by January 2026.

This budget is expected to total 10 bil-
lion baht, consisting of 3.6 billion from
government agencies, 3 billion from
state enterprises, and the remainder
from local administrative organisations.
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