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LAMONPHET APISITNIRAN

The next industry minister should
prioritise measures to protect local
industries against the influx of low-
cost Chinese imports, says the Federa-
tion of Thai Industries (FTI).

New Prime Minster Anutin Charnvi-
rakul is still deciding on the incoming
industry minister, though Thanakorn
Wangboonkongchana, deputy leader
ofthe United Thai Nation (UTN) Party,
is tipped to succeed outgoing Akanat
Promphan, who is secretary-general
of UTN.

Mr Thanakorn resigned as a party-
list MP on Sept 8.

“We want the new minister to con-
tinue measures againstcheap products
trom China that do not meet interna-
tional standards, especially environ-
mental regulations,” said Kriengkrai
Thiennukul, chairman of the FTI.

The influx of Chinese products into
the Thai market has worried local busi-
nesses foryears and the Joint Standing
Committee on Commerce, Industry
and Banking (JSCCIB) said earlier this
year the problem is expected to inten-
sify in 2025.

The Industry Ministry already
instructed the Thai Industrial
Standards Institute (TISI) to work with

r

&

the Customs Department to inspect
the quality of imported goods.

There are 143 products overseen by
TISI that are examined and certified to
ensure they meet quality and safety
standards, according to the institute.

JSCCIB suggested the government
add more measures, using the 1999
Anti-Dumping Act and the 2007 Safe-
guard Measures on Increased Imports

Act to better deal with the impaort of
low-cost products from China.

Measures against low-cost Chinese
imports will be among the proposals
the FT1 plans to present to the new
industry minister, said Mr Kriengkrai.

The federation will ask the minister
to push for policies to upgrade and
modernise Thai industries by focus-
ing more on green technologies and
digitalisaion, he said.

Helping small and medium-sized
enterprises is another important task
for the incoming minister as many
businesses face a liquidity squeeze
and need access to financial sources,
according to the FTI.

Mr Kriengkrai also wants the Anutin
government to continue to work
on removing outdated laws and
regulations to facilitate business
operations.

Officials make a
routine
inspection at
Laem Chabang
Port. Increased
inspection of
imported
products is
meant to protect
Thailand against
aflood of
substandard
goods. APICHART
JINAKUL
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