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TAXPAYERS ARE LIKELY TO RECEIVE GREATER SUPPORT FROM
THE KHON LA KHRUENG SCHEME, POTENTIALLY AT A 60:40 RATIO.

Short-term relief
ahead of election

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI
NAREERAT WIRIYAPONG

The Finance Ministry has endorsed the
idea of granting greater benefits under
the “Khon La Khrueng” co-payment
scheme for those within the income
tax system.

According to finance permanent
secretary Lavaron Sangsnit, discus-
sions have been held with the gov-
ernment team responsible for the co-
payment project, which is expected
to stimulate the economy in the final
portion of this year.

Their initial decision is all Thais are
entitled to participate in the scheme,
with the government paying for 50%
of items in the programme. However,
those within the tax system or those
who file tax returns will receive greater
support, possibly at a 60:40 ratio,
for example.

There are 11 million individuals

in the income tax system. However,
only about 4 million of them earn a
monthly income of atleast 26,583 baht,
the minimum threshold required to
pay tax, while the remainder earn less
than this level.

As for the preliminary spending
conditions, Mr Lavaron said they will
not differ much from the previous
project, though new features may be
added to make it more attractive.

“Regarding whether taxpayers will
receive greater benefits, we stipulated
those entitled to more benefits are
individuals within the tax system or
those who file tax returns. This does
not mean only those who actually pay
taxes to the state will qualify,” he said.

In terms of the daily spending limit
and project budget, Mr Lavaron said
no conclusion has been reached yet.

The government has roughly 25 bil-
lion baht remaining from the previous
administration’s stimulus programme
that could be used, which would allow
the project to proceed quickly, he said.
Whether the project requires a larger
budget than this amount depends
on future policy decisions, said
Mr Lavaron.

“Of course, the larger the budget,
the more likely it will have an eco-
nomic effect. However, discussions
on whether the entire amount should
go to this project or be parcelled out
to other schemes need to be held,”
he said.

On Monday, Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul confirmed plans to revive
the Khon La Khrueng co-payment pro-
gramme, citing strong public support.

He said this shows the government
listens to the people rather than simply
copying policies from other parties.

Mr Anutin said discussions with
incoming Finance Minister Ekniti
Nitithanprapas proposed a 60:40 split
to incentivise taxpayers, while other
Thais in the income tax system would
remain on a 50:50 basis.

He said the scheme must comply
with the constitution, budget and fiscal
discipline, adding it can be imple-
mented within four months.

Chaiyatorn Sricharoen, an ana-
lyst with CGI International Securi-
ties (Thailand), said the co-payment
scheme is a quick-win stimulus ahead
of the next election cycle that supports
small merchants.
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Fired up

Thirat Attanawanich,
director-general of the
Customs Department,
second from

right, presents
counterfeit goods which
have been seized. More
than 758,000 fake
products and 234.8
kilogrammes of
cannabis, worth 60
million baht in total, will
be destroyed at the
Nong Khaem Waste
Disposal Centre.
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SSSG Performance (% voy)

SSSG 3023 4023 1024 2024 3024 4024 1025 2Q25 Jul-Aug 25
BJC 20l -0.5 0.1 -1.9 0.0 2.2 2 -3.2 -2.5%
CPALL 3.5 3.6 4.9 3.8 3.3 41 3.0 -0.8 0.0%
CPAXT (Makro) 3.2 1.7 3.4 1.8 1.5 3.0 1.0 -1.2 -0.5%
CPAXT (Lotus's) 3.9 3.6 4.9 3.9 23 g 0.5 0.0 0.2%
CRC 0.0 -2.4 1.0 -1.0 -3.0 -1.0 -4.0 -6.0 -4.0%
DOHOME -7.1 -9.1 -9.8 -5.3 -4.5 1.5 1.5 -9.3 -10.0%
GLOBAL -12.3 -12.4 -5.3 -2.3 -6.5 -3.7 -8.0 -10.7 -2.0%
HMPRO -3.6 -8.0 -2.1 -7.3 -5.4 03 -3.5 -8.0 -5.0%
Source : Company, Yuanta Research 11/09/2568 [ T
P 5- - _‘_‘t_— , - - ‘E %E'"’__
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