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Seven people could be competing for the
position of Bank of Thailand governor,
according to the finance minister. B2

Up to 7 contenders for BoT governor post

Applicant list likely
Wednesday night

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI
SOMRUEDI BEANCHONGDUANG

Either six or seven candidates are
expected to compete to become the
next head of the Bank of Thailand, with
the complete list of applicants slated
for release last night, the closing date
for applications.

Speaking yesterday, Finance Minister
Pichai Chunhavajira said he expects 6-7
individuals to apply for governor of the
central bank.

“Idon’t know who has applied, but

I expect around 6-7 applicants. We
should know the names this evening,’
he said.

The Finance Ministry is accepting
applications for the position to replace
Sethaput Suthiwartnarueput, the cur-
rent central bank governor, who is due
to retire at the end of September. The
application period opened on May 13
and ended yesterday.

Mr Sethaput was appointed governor
in 2020 and is ineligible for a second
term because he reached the retirement
age of 60.

The application process for a new
governor is required by law to com-
mence at least 90 days before the term
of the current governor ends.

According to a source who
requested anonymity, the candidates

confirmed so far include: Roong Mal-
likamas, deputy governor for finan-
cial institutions stability at the cen-
tral bank; Kobsak Pootrakool, senior
executive vice-president of Bangkok
Bank; Somprawin Manprasert, chief

economist at SCB EIC, the research
arm of Siam Commercial Bank; and
Anusorn Thamjai, dean of the econom-
ics faculty at the University of the Thai
Chamber of Commerce.

The Finance Ministry reportedly

nominated Vitai Ratanakorn, president
of the Government Savings Bank, as a
candidate for the post.

Last month, Pornchai Thiraveja,
director-general of the Fiscal Policy
Office (FPO) and secretary of the selec-
tion committee for governor, said the
committee would hold its third meeting
on June 20 to consider the applicants’
qualifications and schedule dates for
qualified applicants to present their
vision to the committee.

A fourth meeting on June 24 is
expected to focus on these vision pres-
entations. After this meeting, the com-

mittee must propose the names of two
suitable candidates to the finance min-
ister by July 2.

Mr Pornchai said the qualifications
for this position are consistent with

those used in the past. However, if the
number of applicants is low, or if there
is a compelling reason, the committee
may convene to consider whether to
extend the application period. The term
is five years.

Mr Anusorn confirmed his candi-
dacy and said yesterday Thailand needs
leaders of key institutions such as the
central bank to be courageous, selfless,
and genuinely committed to serving the
public interest.

Such leaders should be open-
minded, receptive to diverse view-
points, and not overly attached to their
ownideas, he said. These leaders must
be able to work seamlessly with other
government economic agencies to
address various economic challenges
effectively, said Mr Anusorn.

Thailand needs leaders of key institutions such as
the central bank to be courageous, selfless, and
genuinely committed to serving the public interest.

ANUSORN THAMJAI

Dean, economics faculty, University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce

News ID: C-250605001021 (5 Jun 25/03: 41)
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ECONOMY

Govt tips 0.8 growth boost from casino complex

WICHIT CHANTHANUSORNSIRI

The government says an entertainment
complex featuring a casino will sdll be
an economic growth engine with the
Finance Ministry projecting it will drive
a 0.8% increase in GDP.

At the launch of “Thailand Enter-
tainment Complex” yesterday, Deputy
Finance Minister Julapun Amornvivat
said the countryneeds a fresh economic
driver and the casino-entertainment
complex projectwill transform the tour-
ism and service economy and attract
more international visitors.

He allayed public concerns about
the socialimpacts and possible money-
laundering activities through casino
operations, saying that a bill to regulate
this so-called man-made tourist desti-
nation is set to be reviewed by parlia-
ment. The House will examine the bill
when parliament reconvenes in July.
The first reading was initially sched-
uled in April but was postponed due
to strong opposition. Mr Julapun said
the government held multiple rounds
of hearings with various sectors to listen
to their concerns and answer questions.
“This is Thailand’s opportunity ... an
essential engine to drive the economy,’
he said.

News ID: C-250605001011 (5 Jun 25/03:

Suksit Srichomkwan, deputy secre-
tary-general of the prime minister, said
the service sector plays a vital role in
the tourism industry and contributes
about 18% to the GDP thanks to high
employment levels. While tourism is
recovering strongly, Thailand should
do more to increase tourist spending
and encourage longer stays, he said,
noting that events such as Formula
One, international music festivals, and
mega-Songkran celebrations can draw
more visitors.

Mr Suksit said the country can no
longer rely on natural attractions due to
high competition from other countries.
The casino-entertainment complex
could operate year-round, reducing
reliance on seasonal or nature-based
tourism, he said. The complex will
include a large indoor stadium capa-
ble of hosting international concerts,
an exhibition hall to showcase Thai
culture and products, a five-star hotel,
a luxury shopping mall, museums, and
fun parks among other attractions.

The project, which could be worth
100 billion baht, is expected to create
9,000 to 15,000 jobs, benefit small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), and
generate 100-200 billion baht per year
in tourism revenue. Mr Suksit said the

19)

project is projected to boost GDP by
0.23% during the construction phase,
and once open, it could contribute
0.2-0.8% to annual GDP on conserva-
tive esimates.

Annual tax revenue from the project
waould be 12-40 billion baht, excluding
additional income from other fees, and
the government plans to spend the
money on education, similar to how sin
taxes are used to support sports initia-
tives and vulnerable communities. "Can
the project exclude the casino? Thisisa
business model ...it's integrated. It is a
new growth engine that adds value to
the country’s tourism sector,” he said.
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Bangkok POSt Date: Thursday 5 June 2025
Volume: - No: - Page: 3(Bottom Left)

Bangkok Post Col.Inch: 21.49  Ad Value: 28,603.19 PRValue (x3): 85,809.57 Clip: Full Color
Circulation: 70,000

Ad Rate: 1,331 Photo News: Big intercept

~ intercept

The Customs
Department presents
33.73 kilogrammes
of seized drugs,
bound for Australia,
with an estimated
value of over 100
million baht at their
final destination.

The drugs were
unveiled for the
media’s inspection at
the Customs X-Ray
and Technology
Center, Bangkok
Port Customs Office.
WISUTTIPONG RODPAI
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