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® BANGKOK, May 22 (TNA] - The Supreme Administrative Cowrt today ordered former Prime Minister Yingluck
Shinawatra to pay 100028 billlon baht {5306 million} in damages related to her administration's controversial nica-

pledging scherme.
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The ruling partially overturned an earlier Central Administrative Court declsion that had revoked a 2016 Mini
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The Ministry of Finance had appealed the Central Administrative Court's declsion,

AB IS Foruo
ra's government from 2011 1o 2014, bought rice

fing the military, deemed it

Ther

~a-pladiing scharme, 2 flagship palicy of Yingtuek Shingw

farmers at above-market prices. While popular among farmiers, critics

financially unsustainable and prone to cormuption, leading to significant stata tos

a5,

This controversy significantly contributed 1o the palitical unrest that culmineted in the May 2014 military coop that

ousted Yingludk. She was subseguently impeached in 2015 by the mi

ary-appointsd legislature, beading toa five-

wesr political ban. in a separate criminal case, the Supreme Court's Criminal Division for Pers

slding Political

Positinns ¢ nead het in abeent

1 Mive years In prison in 2017 for negligence in the schieme; she fled Thaltand

before that verdict

The civil ges was initiated under military fule. The ini 35.7 billion baht claim sgainst her &

from alleged financial irregularties and her perceived failure to helt losses, <613 (TNA}
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BANGKDK, May 22 (TNA) - Thailand's Supreme Administrative Court s schaduded 1o deliver its verdict today In a high-stakes case challenging

government order far former Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra Lo pay 35.7 billien baht (S968 million] in civil damages related 1o her administration’s

@ cantroversial rice-pledging scheme, =
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¥ingluck i= appealing a Ministry of Finance onder, 1ssued under the pravious militany-becked govemmeant’s Saction 44 powars, which hoids har

accountable for 20% of the estimated 178.5 billion baht in losses from the scheme. This figure was derived from the period after sha was allegedly mada nEswginEuan

aware of patentlal damages. While & Supreme Court, Criminal Division for Persons Holding Political Positlens previsusly senterced her to five years In PERL AL f_an_ﬂ
FIAzIED Gin
prisan for falling to halt the scheme®s:Losses, that court had cited potential damages as high 25 280 bil lion baht. o

The Central Aoministrative Court in 2021 Initially revoked the finance ministry's crder, arguing thiat the civil Hability committee failed to tharoughly
investigate other potentisily liable ofMcjals and the rull extent of damages. The Supreme Adrinistrative Court’s ruling today eoutd either uphatd This G =i
B3 50 Fagundn

dacision, absolving Yingluck of payment; raverse It, forcing her to pay the 35,7 nililon bant; or modify the smount at its discretion, -518 (THA)
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Ex-PM Yingluck ordered to pay B10bn
for Thai rice scheme losses

ive ot o s lower court il

Listen to this articl

The Supreme Adminitrative Court has ordered fugitive former prime
minister Yingluek Shinawatra to pay 10 billion baht in compensation for
the lasses incurred by her administration's rice-pledging scheme more
than a decade ago.

The ruling, issued on Thursday in Bangkek, upheld the points maised by
the Ministry of Finance in its appeal against a lower-court decision.
However, it reduced the compensation to less than one-third of the 35.7
billion baht the ministry had sought.

The count found thar the pledging scheme, which simed to boost farmers”
incomes by buying rice at above-market prices, resulted in massive
fAnancial losses and distorted the rice market.

It said it based its figure on 50% of the damages of 20,06 billion baht
attribusable to government-to-government rice sales, or 10,03 billion
baht

nistratve Court ruled n 2021 that the finance
ministry’s compensation order was not legal because the cormiption in the
rice programme — which included verification of farmers” eligibility,
illegal uge of foreign rice, subsrandard storage and fake Goto-G sales —
happened at the operationl level.

The lower court said the ministry admitted there was no clear evidence
proving that Yingluck had been directly responsible for damage caused by
the scheme.

Tt alsor sid thaat Yingluck, in her capacity as prime minister, was nvolved
only in the memorandum of understanding signing to mitiate G-to-G rice
deals, bat she had na role in the rice sales themselves

Ite ruling was in response to Yingleck's petition against the compensation
order. The original 35 7-billion-batt Ggure was considered to be 20% of
the total damage from the rice-pledging programme,

In its appeal, the ministry said the Central Administrative Court miling
contradicted an earlier ruling by the Supreme Court’s Criminal Division
for Persons Holding Political Positons, which found Yinghick guilty of
mishandling the rice subsidy scheme.

Yingluck, who fled Thailand in 2017 before the Supreme Court sentenced
her to 5 years in prison, has consistently denied wrongdoing. Her legal
team argued that the rice palicy was well-intentioned and that she was
not directly responsible for operational failures,

While Thureday's court ruling i final, the specifics of how the damages
will be paid 1o the government are not chear, After Yingluck fled the
country, some of her assets were seized, including her house in Nawamin
Soi 111 in Bangkok, Howaver, it has not been put up for sale
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Yingluck Shinawatra Ordered to Pay 10 Bi
Scheme Ruling
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I & legal whivlwingd unfolding faster ths

a Bangleok nssh hoar, fio 1awatra has been

Prime Minister Yinglick

ered by the Suprenie Adminlstrative Coant to covgh up a befty 10 billion bant. The rllng ries back o the notorioos riee-
pledging scherme, 4 lietle over 3 decade In the mak here grand ambitions colided with financlal seality, leaving the
govemmisent pocketing a mammaoth defick

The courtroam drama in the heart of Banghkok echoed with the Ministry of Finance's arguments, which were a reverber

af discontent and fiscal concern. Initially, they had thrown @ sum of 35.7 billion baht into the ring, demanding this calossal
compensation. But to everyone's surgrise, the court granted a sprieve by slashing the amaunt to a lighter” 10 billion baht —

still @ sum that could make anyone’s wallet fiown.

At the heart of this financial sags was 2 schense meant to be 3 knight in shining armor for the farmers, By pledging rice at
ex, Instead of a Cinderella story, what emerged
1p severe losses,

prices above macket valoe, It was supposed to elevare their fortu
was a Shakespenrean tragedy, with accusations of distorting the market

bahe, a 50% sli

0-G) sales damages
ed off was a collective

of the government-to-goverminen
# courtioom math class where stakes ae high and esch baht

t pinpointed irs figuae to 1003 b
ataling 20.06 billion baht. Pietus
sigh of retief in fiscal palicy comidors.

Rewitiding to 13
lining fo¢ Vingluck, declaring that the compensation osder was legally unsound. Notably, the seemly swamp af cormpt
pilfering through the discount rice was finked to verification malpractices, fareign rice sneaking onto the scene, and bagus
G-to-G sales. But these painted Yingluck not as the orchestrator, but more 2 spectator in this crime dismantled at its
operational faundatkon.

Central Administrative Court’s ruling in 2021, there was 2 cinematic twist. The cowrt then found a si

vinghuck's connection to the rice scheme's core operations was akin to a distant friend's REVE — there mainly for the
signing of the r ndum, pot for executing the rade itself. This sparked her legal crosade against the proposed
compensation, chalking oflginal damages at eve-warerlng levels as an unfalr penallzacion for meiely shewing up at the

wrong party.

ol 3 bone to
ion for Persons Holding Political Positions. That court had

Ta 2 spice ta this courtoom canundiim, the Ministr's appeal stined the pat, claiming the previows ruling h
pick with a decision made by the Supreme Court's Criminal Di
already convicted Vingluck of botching the rice subsidy circus.

Escaping the gaze of Thal law in 2017, ¥ingluck ex
Supresne Court. Despite these antics; she has stood
and that she wasn't exactly chief arch

d stage left before serving a five-vear sentence handed down by the
n bet Innocence, her legal team argulng that intentions were noble

With Tharsday's decree set in stome, how
remains uncertain. Her assets, including her residence on Nawarnin Sai 111, are tagged and
monetary saga, thaugh they remain unsald. stacking up dust and intrigue

As the curtain falls on this episode, coe of Th nd's most ambitious tums into & Eis al;

stiaddiing high hapes, financial nsin, and 2 labvrinthine legal s3ga that could make courtioom dramas jeslous. One can anly
watch as the next act unfolds, where political glory and financial accoantability dance on & tightrape of jis and
aspiration
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Yingluck Shinawatra Fined 10 Billion Baht: The Ongoing Saga of
Thailand’s Rice Scheme

MEPYCINGL CANNYBLS
PELIERY

ingav
Prime Minster ¥i
tradition, as Yingluck's tale unfolds acr

id image of courtroom diama, rice fields, and tense legal debates, we delve into the surreal journey of for
sre The seene: Bangkok, & bi
societal backdrol

ng metropolitan hub blending modernity with

exsial and captivating, an enduring sagaof 2

once-ruling power dealing with the echoes of political and ecor
Flashback ta Movensber 18, 2016: Y makes her way theough acr
of supportars outside a Bangkok courthouse, She is a figure of peise smidst turmail, contesting allegations related to
adminisnation’s infamatis rice-pledging seheme. The eanvss of her story, splashed with vibrant hues of ambition and peril,
contines to intrigue global audiences

tme minkster, gracefully

giuck Shinawatia, the former

rame administiarive Court has decl
tion. This carmes as 3 cansequence of the fina
h the

Fast forward, and the 5

T ruled far Yinghick to cough up a staggering

haht in compe s rice

al finsco puipartedly spimed by her governmen
ppoting Tha Trates above
. 4 noble gesture on paper—but one that allegedky spiraled inta econcmic tutmeil and market

subsidy scheme, crafted over a decade ago wit farmers by purchasing rice

tenti

the crdinary market pric
valatilicy

With the cowrt's recent 1ullig ona balmy Thursday in Bangkoek, the Miniswy of Finance's argunyen ve frally found
firmation, albeit with a substantial redwction from their original compensation demand of 53.7 billion baht. Despite
vietory, the |udgenent left the Minkstry with anly a feaction of what they soughe, totalling to 10,03 billion baht—remarkably
iy an anticipatad. The court reached this numbar by att g 50% of the immense 20,06 hillion bakt losses said to
result fram faulty rice

This turn af events comes after a panel of the Central Administrative Court peeviously contested the legality of the original
I
conuption within the rice falke tr ions to the mism af praduct—ocrurred primarily at the

Thelr verdicr dismissed direct c

artiibuted to Yingluek, pointing vut that the

operational leved, rather than within the g ming executive echelon where Yingluck sat,

ertheless, the Minkstry of Flnance clung to a sarative of contiadiction, recalling & juxtaposed nallig by the Supreme
5 Criminal D n for Persons Holding Political Pasitions, This eaclier ruling held Yingluck accountable for failing
avert the mismansgement switounding the rlce subskdy scheme—a judgement that hung over her like a persistent spectre.

Having fied Thatland in 2017, Yingluck ve
wiy. Her legal

rently dentes any wrongrolng, challenging the aceusarary fingers pointed her
oore, was concocted with benevolent

ized 4 cential thesis: the rice poli

intentians, while any operational missteps were beyand her immediate puriie

ordinary stor ¥hile Thursday's verdict marked the final na the coffin for this

L= this the last chapter in Yingluck's e
lesal batthe, who ti

Knows whe some of ¥l anal

gluck’s pes

the saga wanders next? Afrer her departure from Thatlan

wamin S0i 111 remains unscld. A cusious detail inan

fe |1 stands: 8 once-respected leader, a contentious cowt case, and a nation still reflecting on the consequentes of
itical actions past. The jourmey of Yinghick Shinawatra challenges us to contemplate the complexities of gevemance,

accoumtzbility, and the echoes of deelslons upon our shared destinles.
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Yingluck hit with 10 billion baht rice
scandal payout

Court orders ex-PM ta pay 10 billion baht rice damages

9 Puntid Tentivangphaisal 5 minutes

W1 menute read

o Last Updated: Thursday,

Former Thai Prime Minister ¥ingluck Shinawatra has been ordered to pay a staggering
10.028 billion baht in damages over her role in the infamous rice pledging scheme,
following a dramatic ruling by the Supreme Administrative Court today.,

The court overturned a previous lower court decision that had cleared Yingluck of financial
liability, instead holding her personally accountable for failing to stop fraudulent
government-to-government (G-to-G) rice sales during her tenure. The ruling marks a
significant turn in a years-long legal saga surrounding one of Thailand’s most controversial
policy failures.

AD

insafiu Vantage
— gasaaindaviia
mistang®

The original demand from the Finance Ministry sought 35.717 billion baht in damages,
and the Legal Execution Department had ordered asset seizures from both Yingluck and
her husband, Anusorn Amaorchat. However, the court quashed both those orders, saying
the evidence did not support such a large penalty.

still, the court ruled that Yingluck must pay half of the 20,057 billion baht in damages
caused by the corrupt G-to-G rice deal, landing her with a hefty personal bill of 10.028
billion baht.
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Thai court orders former PM
Yingluck to pay fine over rice-
pledging scheme

Source: Xinhua Editor: huaxia 2025.05-22 201330 n n n

BANGKOK, May 22 (Xinhua) -- Thailand's Supreme Administrative Court on Thursday ordered former
Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra to pay 10.03 billion baht (306 million U.S. dollars) in damages over
the rice-pledging scheme that occurred under her administration over a decade ago.

The ruling upheld the Ministry of Finance's appeal against a lower-court decision but reduced the
compensation from the originally sought 35.7 billion baht (about 1.08 billion dollars), according to local
media reports.

The court held Yingluck liable for financial losses related to her role as prime minister and chair of the
National Rice Policy Committee, citing her negligence in failing to prevent corruption within the rice
program,

The court found that the scheme, intended to support farmers by purchasing rice at above-market
prices, led to significant market distortions and financial damage.

The former prime minister fled Thailand in 2017 befare a court hearing concerning a separate case
related to the rice scheme. She was found guilty of criminal negligence and sentenced in absentia to
flve years in prison. =
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BANGKOK (Reuters) -A Thai court on Thursday ordered sell-exiled former premier Yingluck
Shinawatra 1o pay 10 billion baht ($303 million) in damages over 3 botched rice pledging scheme
that saw her sentenced in 2017 to five years in prison for negligence.

Yingluck, one of four members of the billionaire Shinawatra family 1o have served as prime
minister, has been living overseas o avoid jail for failing te prevent corruption in the rice scheme,
which paid farmers up to 50% above market prices and caused massive losses to the state

The programme, a flagship policy of her populist Pheu Thai party, cost the state billions of dollars
and led to millions of tons of rice going unsold. Thailand is the world's second-largest rice
exporter

Thursday's ruling was on Yingluck's appesl against a previous order to pay 35 billion baht ($1.07
billion} in damages to the finance ministry.

“The accused performed duties with gross negligence that caused damage 1o the state and
therefore must pay compensation,’ the Supreme Administrative Court said, adding the previous
order exceeded the legal threshold of her responsibility and was unlawful.

Yingluck 57, came to power in 2011 after a landslide election viclory and resigned just days
befare her governmenl was ousted in a coup in 2074, She |5 the aunt of current Prime Minister
Pastongtam Shinawatra and younger sister of former premier and pofitical heavyweight Thaksin
Shinawatra,

Thursday's verdict comes less than two years after her family's Pheu Thal party returned to power
after a decade In the political wildernass, coinclding with Influential brother Thaksin coming
home after 15 years in self-exile to avoid jail

The Shir have consi ly denied wrongdaing and have long maintained they have been

victims of political vendetias by powerful figures in the conservative establishment and rayalist

military.
Yingluck on Thursday said the order 1o pay 10 billion baht was excessive

"Even if | repaid it my entire life, it would never be enough” she said on social media. *| will
continue to demand and fight for justice”

(Reporting by Panarat Thepgumpanat and Chayut Setboonsarng: Editing by Martin Petty)
Copyright 2025 Thomson Reuters
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Headline: April’s vehicle manufacturing lowest in 44 months: FTI’s Auto Club
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April’s vehicle manufacturing lowest in 44
months: FTI's Auto Club

B THUREDAY, MY 22, 2025

April's vehicle manufacturing hits 44-month low amid
economic slump, but BEV production soars. Exports and
sales decline, pickups expected to recover.
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Export Figures Show Continued Downward Trend
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