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Laem Chabang Port upgrade okayed

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

The Public-Private Partnership (PPP)
Committee has approved the Laem
Chabang Port Terminal Bl and B2
improvement projects, with a com-
bined investment value of 12.8 billion
baht, aiming to enhance the competi-
tiveness of the regional port.

Speaking after the PPP Committee’s
meeting he chaired on Tuesday, Deputy
Finance Minister Paopoom Rojana-
sakul said the committee approved in
principle the terminal improvement
project, which involves merging termi-
nals B1 and B2 under the Port Authority
of Thailand (PAT). This consolidation
aims to extend the berth length to more
efficiently and flexibly accommodate
larger vessels.

The project will be implemented as
a PPP net cost model with a total value
of 12.8 billion baht, he said.

Under this model, the private
sector is responsible for infrastructure
upgrades, procurement of equipment
and cargo handling technology, as well
as the maintenance, rehabilitation and
overall project management.

Meanwhile, the PAT supervises
the quality of operations, receiving
annual returns in accordance with
agreed conditions.

The project aligns with the 13th
National Economic and Social Devel-
opment Plan, which positions Thailand

as aregional trade and investment gate-
way and a key logistics hub.

The project is expected to improve
operational efficiency by optimising the
use of terminal facilities and increasing
container throughput capacity, in line
with the government’s policy to boost
Thailand’s economic growth potential.

In addition, the PPP Committee
approved revisions to the 2020-27 PPP
Investment Plan to reflect current pro-
ject readiness and update the plan.

The updated plan comprises 139
projects with a combined value of 921
billion baht, to be executed under vari-
ous PPP models.

The revised plan serves as a clear
strategic framework for PPP imple-
mentation in Thailand and aims to
attract more private investment in
state projects.

The plan includes an expanded
scope for social sector projects, includ-
ing those related to public health and
water/wastewater management.

The committee also wants to acceler-
ate project timelines to ensure public
services become accessible more
quickly and conveniently.

Terminal B1 is operated by LCB Con-
tainer Terminal 1 Co, under a 27-year
contract that began in November 1995.

Terminal B1 features a berth length
of 300 metres, a depth of 14 m from
mean sea level and the capacity to
accommaodate container vessels of up
t0 50,000 DWT (deadweight tonnage).

The terminal can handle up to
600,000 TEUs (twenty-foot equivalent
units) per year.

Terminal B2is operated by Evergreen
Container Terminal (Thailand) Co,
which began operations in 1993 under
a 27-year concession.

Terminal B2 spans 105,000 square
metres, has the same berth length and
depth (300 m and 14 m, respectively),
canreceive container ships up to 50,000
DWT and has an annual capacity of
600,000 TEUs.

The project is expected to improve efficiency
by optimising the use of terminal facilities and
increasing container throughput capacity.
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ENERGY
Oil prices unchanged
despit tax hi
espite fuel tax hike
YUTHANA PRAIWAN litre) and diesel (from 5.99 to 6.92
baht a litre), according to officials.
Officials have managed to keep Gasohol 95 is a mix of 10% etha-
the retail prices of oil unchanged nol and gasoline, with the number
despite regulators deciding to 95 indicating the octane rating,
increase the fuel excise tax by while gasohol E20 is blended with
15%, says Energy Minister Pira- 20% ethanol and gasoline.
pan Salirathavibhaga. To offset the impact of the tax
Agencies regulated the pricesby  increase, the board of the Oil Fuel
reducing motorists’ contributions  Fund Office (Offo), chaired by Mr
to the state Oil Fuel Fund, he said.  Pirapan, resolved during its meet-
Excise tax and money paid to  ing on May 6 to reduce motorists’
support the Oil Fuel Fund are contributions to the Oil Fuel Fund
among the key components of the by between 11% and 15%.
structure of domestic oil prices. Contributions for gasohol 95
Changes in excise tax rates and  dipped by 15% to 3.70 baht a litre,
contributions to the Oil Fuel Fund  contributions for gasohol E20
are occasionally made to control  decreased by 11% to 2.40 baht a
domestic oil prices. litre, and contributions for diesel
The higher excise tax policy, declined by 12% to 3 baht a litre.
which took effect yesterday, “The move aims to prevent oil
increased the tax rates of gasohol retail prices from increasing to con-
95 (from 5.85 to 6.70 baht a litre),  trol living costs at a time when the
gasohol E20 (from 5.20 to 6 bahta  economy has yet to fully recover”
he said.

The Offo was previously assigned
to study how long contributions
to the fund can be kept low to

‘ ‘ deal with the impact of the excise
tax policy.
The move aims The findings suggest lower con-
d tributions can be applied until
to prevent oil Sept 30, which is the end of fiscal
retail prices from 2025, said Pornchai Jirakulpaisal,
. . director for policy and strategy at
increasing to control  the offo.
liVing costs at a time If crude oil prices fluctuate, caus-
ing global oil prices to increase, the
when the economy Offowill askthe Excise Department
to reduce the tax rate, he said.
has yet to fll"y The lower contributions will
recover. cause the fund's revenue in the oil
category to be reduced by 49.5 mil-
PIRAPAN lion baht a day, down from 394 mil-
s A”RATH AV'BHAGA lion baht daily, said Mr Pornchai.
o As of May 5, the fund posted a
Energy minister loss of 47.8 billion baht — 2,54 bil-
lion baht from subsidising oil prices
and 45.2 billion from subsidising
liquefied petroleum gas prices.
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