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Finance Mmlster acknowledges
digital wallet phase 2 delayed
until next year

Oy Fatimya Mnd Septeie

L R

BANGROK, Thaland — Depuly Priree Kinister and Minister of Finance, Plchad
Chaunhavachira, has sdmiled @at the second ghase of the digital wallel program, wiich
|l o distrisute 10,000 baht to over 30 millkon regestered mdivickuals, will not e comgleted
within this year, Septambes 13

“IT's un ety to iappen Mis year Ve nesd 0 ensure tha contmurty and ev#uats saveral
factors tegathes 1o decide what is best,” Pichai slatsd

Ha explamed that tha detay 15 dua to the nead for thorough consideration of vanous issues
‘When asked whether tha fands that are not vsed for this program witl be allocalad 10 other
projects, such as infrastructure mvestments, Pichal amphastzed that praper managemsant of
ther huigat is coceal for the country's Iong-temm stability. He noted that the priority s to invest
In aeas that yield the most immediate e sustameble benafils for he nabon. (T}

News ID: 1-1240914001104 Page: 1/1
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Headline: 32 million digital wallet registrants will not be abandoned: Julapun
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32 million digital wallet registrants will not
be abandoned: Julapun

B satuRDay, SEPTEMBER 14, 2024 @ 2 rinte rad

Government will prioritise payments to vulnerable groups MOST VIEWED
first, says deputy finance minister 1. Autharitios strugghe b sops with Beading i thres rmgiens

2, BOT govarnor urges new aconomic growth stondords

3. THEADD mirnirrum @ 10 #lert Ol a8 s¢heduled Phiphat
Thie grovissatvonbt b el i el ik thi e oo ks o s i s g e il e ¢

have registered via the Thang Raj application far the digital wallet scheme, but did nat sct a time

4. Thal influencess receive widaly vorying incarmes
Frame.

“Mo one will be ahandoned from the digital wallet scheme,” Depoty Finance Minister Julapan 5-;‘::"::;‘:3;"5“"“""""““""’- TERguNCME ot Chetn i b
¥

Amornvivat said on Friday. “All the eligible regiscrants will get their money, although the
disbursement tmeline cannot be specified yer®

Under the scheme, Thois aged cver 16 years will receive 10,000 baht to spend at local businesse: ina
hid ta boost domestic spending and the lecal sconomy.

Oither criteria to qualify for the handout are: the citizen should not he eaming more than Byo.000

baht peer year and not have moce Chinn soo,000 babit in their bankacconns,

The first phaze will start on September 25 Around 19,2 million peaple in valnerable groups, holders
of state welfare cards and those with disahilities will receive 10,000 baht per person.

Tubapiin sald thar curvently misre than 32 million people had reglsvered for the handeut on the
Thang Bajapp. The minisery will soon invive regisezatbon by those svho do ot bave smarphones, be
added.

e want 1 prioritise payments o the vulnerable groops e be sabd “Afer the registration of
people not having smariphones concludes, we will know the total number of eligible cltizens,
minus those wha have already been paid in the first phase.”

The deputy minister added that the government had earmarked iy billian baht to dishurse money
in the secand phase, expected w stan next year, slthough he did now specify whea

[ulapun acknawledged that the implamentation of the digital wallet schemie had been delayed dus
ta the transition to the new government. However, he expected the pavment system to be
cavplited by eaely niet yoar, altes thonsagh testing Leensure s reliabiling

When asked if the money disharsement would be divided between cach and digital money at sm:sn,
[utapun said he could not provide a clear answer 25 the number of eligible recipients needed to he
fnalised Arst.
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Digital wallet delay: No green light
before year-end

Purilg Tanvmegphivasl  Bubignen 105313 Sapteuhar 2024 atsd 1453 13

The highly anticipated second phase of Thailand's digital wallet initiative
Prime Minister and Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira revealing that it's unlikely to roll out
Before the end of the year.

n a briel meeting with the press today, Plchal highlighted the need far a cautious approach,
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Thailand, reported The Nation

Fallen free or
n related news, Prime Minister Pastongtarn Shinawatra firmly believes that the government's Thang Aoad
policy, particularly the digital wallet ha ndout programme. will act as a significant catalyst to videal
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