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Headline: Casinos could end up in monopoly hands: coalition MP
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INFRASTRUCTURE

Casinos could end up in monopoly hands: coalition MP

AEKARACH SATTABURUTH

Bhumjaithai, a key coalition party,
yesterday reiterated its support for
Pheu Thai'’s idea of legalising casi-
nos, but it also voiced concern over
possible monopolies reaping most of
the benefits.

Bhumjaithai has never objected to
Pheu Thai’s entertainment complex
idea, but it does not want to see only
one or two companies dominating the
industry, says Korrawee Prissananan-
takul, a Bhumjaithai MP for Ang Thong.

He was speaking during a joint
meeting between the House of
Representatives and the Senate on the
government's casino plan.

Mr Korrawee said Bhumjaithai does
not wish to see such a complex built in
asmall city either, because it would not
ensure fair income distribution.

More importantly, he said, the gov-
ernment must carefully consider the
advantages and disadvantages of casino
legalisation before pressing ahead with
this idea.

The most important question is
whether it would be fair for Thais if
the government legalised casinos in
exchange for concessions worth an
estimated 1 billion baht a year, he said.
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“Why doesn’t the government invest
and operate [these casinos] on its own
to earn the income and use the revenue
to help the poor,” he said.

“If the government does that, all
Thais would benefit from this policy,
not only certain investors.”

Ex-PM Thaksin Shinawatra, seen as
the de facto Pheu Thai leader, has said
previously that the amount needed for
the government’s entertainment com-
plex project would be at least 100 bil-
lion baht.

He also said the government would
not have to invest a single baht into the
project but could still reap the benefits.

Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut,
leader of the opposition People’s Party,
said the government’s flagship plans,
including those on legalising casinos,
the digital wallet handout and the
Land Bridge, would likely benefit pri-
vate investors.

Deputy Finance Minister Julapun
Amornvivat said the casino plan has
already attracted a great deal of atten-
tion from potential investors.

“With clear support from coalition
parties, and a [favourable] study by
the Ministry of Finance, the project is
ready to be proposed to the cabinet
for consideration.”
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Data lake
to bolster
policies

Thais, entities and
areas to be scored

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

The Finance Ministry is developing “Ari
Scoring” to serve as a profile for Thai
citizens, encompassing both liabilities
and assets in order to support eco-
nomic development.

According to finance permanent
secretary Lavaron Sangsnit, the data
lake development that the ministry
dubs Ari Scoring will enable the gov-
ernment to design better national
development policies and identify the
strengths and weaknesses of each area
of the country.

Mr Lavaron said this data lake will
aggregate various types of information
about people nationwide, including
taxrecords, credit bureau information,
land ownership, utility payment history
and loan data.

This information will be valuable
for formulating future policies, such as
implementing a negative income tax,
he said.

Mr Lavaron said the data will
indicate an individual's financial
discipline, which is beneficial for

financial institutions when consider-
ing loan approvals.

A source from the ministry who
requested anonymity said the data lake
will include information on individu-
als, legal entities and spatial data, uti-
lising inputs from 20 different sources
for analysis.

Some examples of data include:
income data from taxes collected by
the Revenue Department, Customs
Department and Excise Department;
state welfare card data for 13.5 million
individuals from the Finance Ministry;
welfare data for vulnerable groups from
the Comptroller-General’s Department;
savings deposit information for 45 mil-
lion people from the Deposit Protection
Agency; the National Credit Bureau’s
data for 32 million people; student
information from the Education Minis-
try; information on 24.5 million people
who have social security insurance
under Section 33 of the Social Secu-
rity Act from the Social Security Office;
data on 90,000 One Tambon, One Prod-
uct entrepreneurs and 180,000 prod-
ucts; data on 175,000 lottery vendors
from the Government Lottery Office;
and information on 342,000 public
driver’s licences from the Land Trans-
port Department.

This data will help identify the
strengths and weaknesses of each area

The data will indicate
an individual’s
financial discipline,
which is beneficial for
financial institutions
when considering
loan approvals.

LAVARON SANGSNIT
Finance permanent secrefary

in the country across various aspects,
including infrastructure, public
health, education, economic stabil-
ity, human resource challenges and
the environment.

For example, in terms of infrastruc-
ture, there are 12 indicators such as
night-time light intensity per area and
road length per area.

In education, there are 15 indicators
such as English proficiency and number
of schools per area.

In terms of human resource chal-
lenges, there are 21 indicators including
population density, mortality rate and
suicide rate in each area.

In the past, the Fiscal Policy Office
used data to drive government poli-
cies for seven projects, such as the
state welfare card project for 13.5
million people that utilised big data,
and the “Eat, Shop, Spend” (Chim
Shop Chai) project with 11.8 million
participants.
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