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Headline: Digital cash handout ‘needs adjustments’

Digital cash handout
‘needs adjustments’

Julapun slams critics
for slowing govt plan

AEKARACH SATTABURUTH

Caretaker Deputy Finance Minis-
ter Julapun Amornvivat yesterday
admitted that the 10,000-baht digital
money handout scheme will need to
be adjusted, saying the decision was
made amid growing public concern
that the handout might notreach those
who need it the most.

The Pheu Thai Party-led govern-
menthad initially vowed to give a one-
time, 10,000-baht handout in digital
currency to about 50 million eligible
Thais who are aged 16 and older.
However, the Paetongtarn Shinawatra
administration has decided to revise
certain parts of the scheme to avoid the

risk of encountering problems forecast
by several state agencies, independent
observers and the opposition.

“T'have to admit that some changes
are needed, including
handing out cash [to vul-
nerable groups],” he said,
adding the final details
of the scheme are still
being finalised.

Mr Julapun, however,
stopped short of saying
what other changes to
the scheme are being dis-
cussed, noting the final
details will be announced
sometime in the middle of
this month.

“Those who have already reg-
istered for the 10,000-baht digital
money scheme need not WwoIrry, as
[the scheme] will definitely continue,”
he said.

“All T can say is that the budget

petitions

Julapun: Bemoans

earmarked for the digital wallet
scheme, which is currently undergo-
ing its second and third readings in
the Lower House, will strictly be spent
for the purpose of stimu-
lating the economy,” said
Mr Julapun.

Asked if these changes
would undermine the gov-
ernment’s goal of boosting
Thailand's flagging econ-
omy, the minister said
there would be both posi-
tive and negative impacts
from the overall scheme.

“Here in Thailand, we
have so many petitioners
whose complaints have
become an obstacle to the govern-
ment’s efforts to improve the economy
and people’s well-being,” he said.

“These petitions have shattered
both consumers and investors' con-
fidence,’ he said.
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Bangkok Post Col.Inch: 11.66  Ad Value: 15,519.46 PRValue (x3): 46,558.38 Clip: Full Color
Circulation: 70,000

Ad Rate: 1,331 Column: In Quote

Thailand is full

of petitioners.

Their petitions

disrupt not
only the

government but
the livelihoods of
ordinary people.

DEPUTY FINANCE MINISTER
JULAPUN AMORNVIVAT BLASTS
POLITICAL ACTIVISTS WHO
HAVE THREATENED TO SUE THE
GOVERNMENT OVER THE DIGITAL
WALLET SCHEME, FORCING THE
HANDOUT TO BE DOWNSIZED.
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