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Pheu Thai’s Bold Casino Legalization Push: Can They Win Over
Bhumjaithai?
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Immigration pelice conducted a high-profile raid on an illegal casino operating within a Nenthaburi hotel last November,
spatlighting a simmering debate an the legalisation of gambling in Thailand, The zoverning Pheu Thai Party remains
steadfast, believing It can sway its coalitlon partner, Bhumjaithal, to drop its resistance o legalizing casinos,

Pheu Thal has ambiticusly sponsored a bill to usher casinos into legality, envisioning sprawling regional entertainment
complexes designed to ignite Investment. However, Bhum|aithal, the second-largest coalition partner, publicly dectared its
opposition o the bill this past Tuesday.

fust hours hefore belng ousted as prime minister by the Consttutional Court on Wednesday, Srettha Thavisin expressed
optimism thar Pheu Thal would eventually win over their coalition counterparrs. My, Siertha candidly acknowledged the
contentious nature of casino legalisation bur Insisred thar more dialogue was needed among coalition parties 1o alrer theis
stance. He stressed that a unifled consensus was crucial before presenting the bill to the House,

The much-talked-about Entertainment Complex Business Operation Bill, which secured cabinet approval in Apeil, is
currently under an online pubblic hearing process organised by the Ministry of Finance, iunning fiom August 2 to 18. Me.
Srettha peinted out that the debate over legalising gambling has persisted for decades. He argued that legalisation would

allow for regulatory oversight, a peint he hoped would eventoally bring Bhumjaithai on board.

Bhumiaithai laid out four key reasons for their opposition. Firstly, they believe legalising casinos won't eradicate illegal
gambling and may exacerbate existing gambling problems. Secondly, they contended that the predicted financial gains from
taxing casinos don’t justify the investment required. Thirdly, they questioned the wizhility of using casinos to boost tourism,
citing Thailand’s zlready abundant, world-renowmed attractiens. Finallv, thev argued that the bill lacks clarity on how it
would secura job stability for Thai wovkers,

Somkid Chueakong, the former deputy secretary-general to Mr. Srettha, suggested that state agencies would be tasked with
addressing concemns raised by Bhumijzithai and other coslition parties. This, he believed, would help bridge the gap in
opinion.

Adding to the complexity, the bill faces staunch oppositien from the two main appeosition parties, the People’s Party and the
Democrat Party. Rangsiman Rome, a People’s Party MP, voiced serious concerns that the entertainment complex scheme
could be mismanaged, potentially turning Thailand into a new hub for intemational money laundering, He mentioned
unsettling ramours of individuals lobbying for licenses to run such entettzinment complexes with casines

The swarling debate paints a vivid picture of Thailand's strugele ta balance tradition with medemn econemic incentives, as
the government strives to chart a course that satisfies bath morsl imperatives and financial aspirations. The coming months

will undoubtedly reveal whether Pheu Thai's high-stakes gamble on legalising casinos will pay off or fold ander pressue
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The governing Pheu Thai Party s convinced it can persuade the second-
largest coalition partner, Bhumjaithai, to drop its opposition to legalising . . .
- Coalition party joins critics of
CASINDS, -
casino bill

Pheu Thai has sponsered a bill to legalise casinos as part of a project o
create large regional entertainment complexes to spur investment. gy

N a6 reF i 3 P. 5 Thai govt finalises casing
However, Bhumjaithai announced on Tuesday that it opposes the bill, Legalisation bill

Speaking hours before ke was remioved as prime minister by the
Constitutional Court in Wednesday, Srattha Thavisin said he was Singapore to tighten casino

aptimistic Pheu Thai can eventually win over Bhumjaithai. rules to counter terrorism
funding

Admitting that making casinos legal was a controversial issue, Mr Srettha
said mere talks are needed with coalition parties to change their views
All parties must be convinced and agree to legalise casines before the bill
ig presentad ta the House, he said.

After gaining cabinet approval in April, the Entertainment Complex
Business Operation Bill is currently undergoing an online public hearing
process organised by the Ministry of Finance from Aug 2-18,

The debate over whether to legalise gambling has been ongoing for
decades, Mr Srettha acknowledged. Pheu Thai wants to make gambling &
legal aetivity so that it can be rogulated, said Mr Srettha, who added he
believes Bhumjaithai will eventually agree to it.

Bhumjaithai on Tuesday said it opposed the bill on four key points, First,
it would not solve the issue of illegal gambling and may cause more
gambling problems, Second, the supposed financial benefits to the stare
and private sector generated from taxing the casinos do not justify the
investment.

Third, using casinos to stimulate tourism is untenable, given the pre-
existing abundance of renowned attractions all over the country. Finally,
the party said, the bill fails to spell our how an enfettainment complex
can provide job security for Thai workers,

Soankid Chueakong. former deputy secretary-general to Mr Srettha, said
state agencies would answer questions that Bhomjaithai or any other
coalition party may have about the bill. This will help reconcile
differences in opinion among them, he said.

The two main eppoesition parties, the People's Party and the Democrat
Party, are against the bill, Rangsiman Rome, a People's Party MP, said he
was concerned the entertainment complex scheme risks being
mismanaged and could end up tuming Thailand into new money
laundering location for shady international businesses.

He also said he had already heard rumours about peaple lobbying for a
licence to operate an enteriainment complex with a casino.
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