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Headline: Buy one get one free with new 3-digit lottery system
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1 News

Buy one get one free with new 3-digit
lottery system

0 TUESDAY, JUNETL 2034

ok nation

® XD aD

Punters will get two chances at winning for the price of one ~ MOST VIEWED
once the new lottery system is launched, says deputy 1. Buy ane get one free with new 3-digit iottery system

finance minister
2. Srottha puts SET index's nosedive down to pormal markst
conditions

The Cabinet approved the Finance Ministry's drafl directive allowing buyers of the upcoming

3. Cabinet okoys 8.28bn Daht for measures to help SMES get loans
three-digit lotery to bave a second go if they fail o win in the frse drav.

4, Political tensions si ing a8 i h

Deputy Finance Minlsier Prophum Rojanasakul said che dreaft dicecelve approved on Tuesday will
be in addition to an earlier one that allows the Government Lottery Office (GLO} o sell three-digit
Iotteries.

5. 200,000+ paopia bock gout's mova to reciassity connabis as
narcatic

The new draft will allow buyers to specify two sets of three numbers that they want to bet on. The
second serof numbers can be the sare as the firse one. 1 the firstse fails to win, the punters will
automatically be eligible for the second draw, he said,

He said GLO has yet to sot a date for the launch of the three-digit lotery. even though everything is
in place for the kick-off.

A Finapee Ministry source said this additional divective will make the new three-digit lotwery far

more attractive than the underground lotte becawse it will give them twa chances for the price of

one,

News ID: 1-1240611001918
@gewsCIip
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3 News

Srettha puts SET index’s nosedive down to
normal market conditions

[ TUESDAY, JUME 11, 2024

P D aD I

-2
Though PM admits investors may have been scared off by MOST VIEWED
Thaksin's lese majeste indictment, Move Forward's 1. Buy ene get ona fres with new 3-digit lottery system
dissolution case and his own ethics breach case = =

2. Srettha puts 82T index’'s nosedive down to normal market

conditions

Thaough the prime minister ateibuged the higgest stock marker shump in four vears to a noemal 3. Cabinet okays B.28bn baht for measures to help SMES get lsans
market condition, he admitted thar the palitical sleuation may also have had an impoet on marker
seniiment 4. Political tensions as Thak wit clash

When asked on Tussday Bow his government will shore up invesions’ confidence following the

B. 200,000+ pecpla hock govt's Move ta raclassify cannobis as
harcetic

plunge, PM Srettha Thavisin said the drap was part of narmal stock market movements.

«d {SET)

The Stock Exchange

xopened on Monday morning at 131336 points, the

lowest in four years and elosed s, marking & drop of 14,7 points or 1.06% with a wtal

trading vel of 3832 billlc

When asked if the three ongoing p

1ses may have cavsed concerns among investors, he said

they may be another factor affecting the market sentiment

The three cases are the lese majeste oz

I

eagainst former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra, the

case against Move Forward Party and the palitical ethics case against Srettha in the

Constitutional Court,

However, the premier said Thaks se was @ persomal issae and the one against Move Forward

was not related to the government, H ospid that he had already submitted his defence to the

Constitutional Courr

Srettha declined o comment when asked i0he market sentiment will mprove once hiese cikes are

settled, saying only “it's not appropriate to talk about their fture resulia”.

Meanwhile, Comerce Minister Pliumtham Wechayachai said it was novmal for the SET index to

etee o fall, and was

ir for peportecs o compare Monday's slump o the soare of the marker

during the previous government's tenure.

He was replylng 1o repor shed hin s comment on ¢

ks that this slwrmgp was far

deeper than anything experienced during General Prayut Chan-o.cha's government,

“You can't sax that. The market's fall ar rise is not caused by the [ruling] P Party | or [the

previeus gavernment of] General Prayut, but it depends on the current situation, it ham said.

Phumitham, who is aleo depury PM, sasd he believes the marker sentiment will improve once the
three cases come to an end, adding that repors on the cases may have worried or frightened
invess

Earlier oo Tussday, Finance Minister Plehai Chunhavajira said that

investigate each section of the market vo identify what is causing problems and deploy suitable

measures aceordingly.
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Headline: Cabinet okays 8.28bn baht for measures to help SMEs get loans
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1 News

Cabinet okays 8.28bn baht for
measures to help SMEs get loans

L1 TUESDIAY, JUNET), 2024

Measures set to cover interest, MOST VIEWED
and guarantee fees for 10-year 1. Cabinet okays 3280n baht for
loans of ne more than 10 million measures to help SMEs gat loans
baht per small business
2. 200,000+ propie back gavt's
move to reclmairy canhabis as
The Cabinet has approved two proposed by ATt

the Finance Ministry that will se the government

apending &.24 billion baht on interesc and loan SMecharaigees ofi Gotex Ko

guarantees to help SMEs ger lnans. Naht s psmngeialing
Speaking to reportess alter the weekly Cabinet meeting & :ﬁ::':;mf:’g':;:gﬁ::
on Tuesday, Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin said the 2004

government will spend 1z billion haht an the first

measure, which will help SMEs In thres 1arget groups 5. Chada will not interfers in drug
get soft loans from the Government Savings Bank case against nephew: B

{GSB1.

He zald the Cabinet has also earmarked pog billlon for
the Thai Credic Guarantes Corporation to spend on
guaranteeing loans for SMEs under the nth phase of
the Portfolie Guarantee Scheme (PGSn)

Afer Srertha spoke oo the press, guvernment
spokesman Chai Wacharonke stepped forward to
elaborate.

Under the fiest measure, which is called the *1gnite
Thailand” seft lean projecy, the GSB will provide 5
killion baht worth of soft loans w SMEs in the
industries of tourism, wellness and medical, and

agriculture and food.

He explained that the government will spend 115
billion haht an covering the interest cost for GSB,
adding that each SME will be eligible fora soft lean of
no more than w million baht for wo years

These loans will be granted at an interest mte al 2.3%
perannum for the first two years with a six-month
grace period. The interest will then be reduced 1o ors%
per anrrim for the following vwo years befoze it rises o
175% per annum from the fifih year.

Chal added thae under the second measure, the Thal
Credit Guarantes Corporation will guarantee loans
warth 5o billion bahe for SMEs:

This would allow SMEs to be exempted from loam
suarantes fees for the Gest two vears; alter which they
will be charged o5% as a fee in the third and fourth
years, He did not elaborate further but said these two
measures would make it far easier for SMEs to get
loans,

Seporately, Deputy Finance Minister Paophum
Rojanasakul sabd these two projects will ghve SMEs
access to funds that will help them expand their
Business and subsequently help the Thal économy

grow,

News ID: I-1240611001372
@gewsCIip '
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Headline: Loans, guarantees part of 'Ignite’ vision

LENDING

Loans, guarantees part of ‘Ignite’ vision

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI
NARUMON KASEMSUK

The cabinet yesterday approved a
low-interest loan programme worth
5 billion baht to support the gov-
ernment’s “Ignite Thailand” vision
and a credit guarantee fund valued
at 50 billion baht to help small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs)
access credit.

According to Deputy Finance Min-
ister Paopoom Rojanasakul, to drive
Ignite Thailand and elevate Thailand
to become a global industrial hub in
line with the prime minister's policy,
the Finance Ministry is launching
low-interest loan measures.

The measures aim to provide
financial support to three target
industry hubs: tourism, wellness and
medical, and agriculture and food.
The low interest loans are worth 5 bil-
lion baht in total.

The maximum loan per borrower
is 10 million baht, with a loan term
of up to 10 years and an interest rate
starting from 2.5% per year for the first
two years, with a six-month principal
repayment grace period.

The Ignite Thailand loan pro-
gramme will help targeted industries
access funding to enhance their busi-
ness capabilities, serving as an eco-
nomic driver and elevating Thailand
to the position of a global industrial
hub, he said.

Mr Paopoom said the Ignite Thai-
land vision comprises eight aspects,
including the three targeted in the
loan measures.

Concerning tourism, Thailand
ranks eighth globally for foreign
visits, generating an economic value
of up to 2.3 trillion baht a year, which
accounts for 70% of the government’s
expenditure budget, he said.

Health tourism in Thailand gener-
ated about 40 billion baht last year.

In separate news, government
spokesman Chai Wacharonke said
the cabinet also approved the new
portfolio guarantee scheme (PGS 11)
worth 50 billion baht to help SMEs
access credit.

Operated by the state-owned Thai

Credit Guarantee Corporation (TCG),
the scheme guarantees loans pro-
vided by commercial banks to SMEs
for up to 40 million baht per borrower,
with a maximum guarantee period
of 10 years.

The guarantee can be issued from
the date of the cabinet’s resolution
until Dec 30, 2025.

The guarantee fee is 1.75% for the
entire duration of the guarantee con-
tract. TCG guarantees up to 30% of the
loan amount extended.

The scheme is expected to provide
a credit guarantee to 76,900 SMEs and
generate credit in the system worth
60 billion baht.

MrPaopoom said earlier commer-

Some smaller
hotels might be
unable to access
these loans
because of strict
rules related

to financial
statements.

THIENPRASIT
CHAIYAPATRANUN
President, Thai Hotels
Association

cial bank loans for large businesses
(worth more than 500 million baht)
grew by 3.3% last year, butloans worth
less than 500 million baht contracted
by5.1%. Banks' capital adequacy ratio
was 20.1%, and the liquidity coverage
ratio 203%, while the non-performing
loan (NPL) coverage ratio was 176%,
he said.

These fligures suggest banks are
very stable, in part because they
choose to lend only to large busi-
nesses, while SMEs are restricted
from accessing credit as banks opt

to avoid the risk, said Mr Paopoom.

This leaves SMEs without neces-
sary funds, leading to closures, pro-
duction slowdowns and job cuts,
affecting the economy, he said.

TCG's current guarantee portfo-
lio amounts to 100 billion baht, with
12-13% covering the service sector,
including tourism and wellness. Food
and agriculture accounts for around
10% of the total portfolio.

Thienprasit Chaiyapatranun, pres-
ident of the Thai Hotels Association
(THA), said the low-interest loans
for the tourism sector would benefit
hoteliers that have not fully resumed
their businesses.

“The loans with a 2.5% interest
rate are a good start for small hotels,
who have less competency toresume
their business than large hotels,” said
Mr Thienprasit.

“However, some of them might be
unable to access theseloans because
of strict financial qualifications, par-
ticularly related to financial state-
ments as they still cannot earn profits
similar to branded hotels.”

The THA wants the government to
setaside funds for hotelloans defined
as NPLs, even though the borrower
still regularly makes interest pay-
ments, he said.

These hotels still have the potential
towelcome tourists and need funds to
improve their facilities and services,
said Mr Thienprasit.
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