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POLITICS

PM blames budget for failings

AEKARACH SATTABURUTH

Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin
defended his government's perfor-
mance after senators claimed in a
general debate yesterday that the Pheu
Thai-led coalition has not
made significant progress
in realising their campaign
promises over the past
seven months.

Mr Srettha, who is also
finance minister, admitted
that the delay in approv-
ing the 2024 budget meant
the government has had to
delay the implementation
of some of its core policies
— especially those relating
to economic stimulus packages, which
require a lot of funding.

“The |budget] bill was only passed

last week, and it will take about another
month hefore the budgetis disbursed,”
he said.

(o
la

Srettha: Defends
overseas frips

News ID: C-240326001040 (26 Mar 24/04:06)

He went on to say that he wasn’t
entirely satisfied with his perfor-
mance, as well as the cabinet’s per-
formance, saying there is always room
for improvement.

Responding to criticism of his fre-
quent overseas travel, Mr
Srettha said he believed it
was customary for a new
prime minister to pay a cout-
tesy visit to other countries
after assuming office. He
said the trips weren't awaste
of time and money, as they
have resulted in significant
investments for Thailand,
noting foreign investors have
committed to investing over
100 billion baht in Thailand
over the past several months.

The details will be made public by
the Thailand Trade Representative and
the Board of Investment later today,
he said.

During the debate, Senator Seree

Suwanpanont criticised Mr Srettha
for positioning himself as a salesman
searching for new trade and investment
opportunities for the country, saying
the PM should be acting as the country’s
CEQ, not a salesman.

The only achievement the govern-
ment has made so far is helping a con-
vict avoid serving his jail term, said Mr
Seree, in an apparent reference to the
privileges accorded to former prime
minister Thaksin Shinawatra.

Senator Somchai Sawangkarn,
meanwhile, said a petition will soon
be lodged with the Constitutional
Court to ask it to rule on whether Mr
Srettha had violated the constitution
by helping Thaksin secure parole inan
unfair manner.

The Administrative Court will also be
asked to rule on whether permission to
stay at the Police General Hospital for
more than 120 days that was granted to
Thaksin following his sentencing was
illegitimate, said the senator.
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Govt upbeat on
wallet handout

Digital cash bonus to
launch at the end of year

AEKARACH SATTABURUTH

The government will launch its flagship digital
wallet handout scheme in the last quarter of the
year, with the timeline of the scheme expected
to become clearer after the digital wallet policy
committee meets on April 10, according to
Deputy Finance Minister Julapun Amornvivat.

The 500-billion-baht scheme is tentatively
scheduled tobe launched in May, but a delay is
widely anticipated as the legality of the scheme
has been called into question.

The National Anti-Corruption Commission
(NACC) has also warned the government about
arange of potential pitfalls tied to the scheme,
from graft to legal risks.

In the latest update on the scheme, Mr Jula-
pun said the government's digital wallet policy
committee will convene tomorrow to review the
feedback gathered from more than 100 organi-
sations covering the public and private sectors.

The committee will review the NACC's con-
cerns and ask the Finance Ministry to come up
with a solution for implementation, he said.

Mr Julapun said all concerned agencies will
start preparing ahead of the policy’s implemen-
tation and brief the digital wallet committee
on April 10.

After that, the committee will examine the
project’s details and submit them to the cabinet
for approval.

The process is not expected to take long —
once the cabinet gives the scheme the nod, the
scheme’s legal aspects, sources of funding and
technical details will be laid down, he said.

“Registration for the 10,000-baht digital
wallet scheme is expected to start in the third
quarter of this year, and the money should be
transferred to eligible recipients’ accounts in
the last quarter.

“The scheme will definitely proceed. The
offer will remain the same — a 10,000-baht
handout for 50 million people via the Pao Tang
application,” he said.

The digital cash handout is the flagship
policy of the Pheu Thai-led government, which
is meant to stimulate the economy.

Thais aged 16 and older who earn less than
70,000 baht a month and have less than 500,000
baht in their bank accounts stand to receive a
10,000-baht handout under the scheme.

Based on these criteria, an estimated 50 mil-
lion people will be eligible for the handout —
down from 56 million originally.

Mr Julapun said that there is a consensus
that the country needs incentives to stimulate
economic growth.

However, at a recent general debate sought
by the Senate, Senator Chalermchai Fuengkhon
criticised the policy, callingitan attemptto buy
votes. He called on the NACC to investigate both
the cabinet and the Election Commission (EC)
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over the policy.

The senator said the government has
changed the conditions of the scheme several
times but failed to explain how to scheme will
be financed, which indicated the Pheu Thai did
not study the scheme beforehand.

However, the policy was cleared by the poll
agency and even included as one of the gov-
ernment’s core policies, despite the policy’s
backers failure to provide further details on
how to finance the scheme within 15 days of
delivering the government’s policy statement
in September last year.

He said the scheme could be a violation of
Section 162 of the constitution, so the NACC
should launch a probe to ensure the EC's and
cabinet’s transparency.

Mr Chalermchai also cited concerns raised
by various stakeholders, including the Bank
of Thailand, to justify his call for the NACC
to step in and urged the government to drop
the scheme.

“The project isn’t cost eftective to imple-
ment, because the government didn't mean
it to tackle the nation’s economic problems. It
only sought to give money away to people as
promised during the election campaign. This
could constitute a ‘promise to give' [a vote-
buying practice],” he said.

Senator Somchai Sawangkarn also called
on the government to scrap the digital wallet
policy, saying the handout would violate the
State Fiscal and Financial Disciplines Act and
the charter.
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“Digital wallet" scheme disbursements to start in Q4 : Julapan

About 50 million Thai people, who are eligible to receive the 10,000 baht
benefit under the digital wallet scheme, will receive the payments within the
fourth quarter of this year, Deputy Finance Minister Julapun Amornvivat
announced at a press conference this atternoon.

He said that the scheme is making progress. The fact-finding sub-committee is
expected to complete its findings soon and be ready to present them ta the digital
wiallet palicy committes, along with the ohservations and recommendations of the
Matlonal Anti-Carruption Commission, this Wednesday. The reports will then be
submitted to the Finance Ministry,

Julapun said thal the digital wallet policy committee is expected to mest on April
10" to summarise all the details and conditions refated to the scheme, for
presentation to the cabinet

He predicted that, within the third quarter, registration for people who are
eligible to benefit from the scheme and stores which want to participate will start,
adding that the efigibility qualifications remain unchanged and the "pao tang”
application will be used for the disbursements.

The deputy finance minister said he couid not, however, confirm whether the
approximately 500 hillion baht nesded to fund the scheme will come from
additional borrowing or from the national budaet.

“Everything will be ciear by April 10," said the minister, as he assured that the
digital walket scheme will proceed and those eligible will definitely receive the
maney.

He also offered an assurance that the scheme will not be further delayed and all
the coalition parties have been kept informed about the progress of the scheme
and have voiced full support for it,
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