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WALLET SCHEME

Pheu Thai
giveaway

could face
new delay

AEKARACH SATTABURUTH

The government may have to delay
the launch of its 500-billion baht digi-
tal wallet handout scheme, originally
scheduled for May, as it needs tolisten
to various agencies.

Deputy Finance Minister Julapun
Amornviwat said the government's
digital wallet policy committee had
postponed a meeting scheduled for
Tuesday as it was waiting for a study
on the handout from a panel set up by
the National Anti-Corruption Commis-
sion (NACC).

“We have to postpone the meet-
ing because the government wants to
listen to various opinions. Recommen-
dations from the Council of State and
other agencies will be gathered before
we consider them at the next meeting.

“Tt is not known when the commit-
tee will hold the next meeting after the
NACC forwards
the study,” Mr
Julapun said.

He said the
government is
open to opin-
ions, though
some opin-
ions still differ
between the
government and
several agencies

Julapun: Listening
to opinions

News ID: C-240118001005 (18 Jan 24/04:05)

Dataxet L

as to whether the
country's economy is in crisis,

He also said the digital wallet policy
committee is duty-bound to point out
that the economy still needs stimulus
measures, such as the digital wallet
handout scheme.

“We have to admit that time is tight
as the scheduled launch in May is
approaching. The government is trying
to stick to the original schedule. But if
the handout scheme cannot be rolled
out on time, it may be delayed until
June,” Mr Julapun said.

The NACC panel has warned the
government could break the law if it
proceeds with the scheme, according
to an NACC source.

The source said what the ruling
Pheu Thai Party promised voters
during the election campaign last year
differed from what was announced
in parliament.

During the campaign, Pheu Thai
promised to give 10,000 baht to every
citizen aged 16 or older to attract voters,
making 56 million people eligible for
the money. However, it later laid down
additional conditions that would ben-
efit only 50 million people.

The party said in its campaigning that
the scheme would be financed from the
budget. It now plans to raise 500 billion
baht in loans to fund the scheme.

The source also said that if the gov-
ernment pushes a bill to seek a 500 bil-
lion baht loan to finance the scheme,
this could violate the State Fiscal and
Financial Discipline Act because the
country has shown no sign of being in
a crisis that needs such a scheme to
urgently shore up the economy,

Page: 1/1
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