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Headline: PM taps Putin for 2024 visit
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r

PM taps

Putin for
2024 visit

POST REPORTERS

Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin
has invited Russian President
Vladimir Putin for an official visit
to Thailand next year.

The Thai premier met Mr Putin
in Beijing on Tuesday, where they
attended a forum on President Xi
Jinping's trade and infrastructure
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).

Mr Srettha, who concurrently
serves as finance minister, said
after the meeting that Mr Putin
had highlighted that the Russian-
Thai relationship has been well-
established for over 125 years and
has enabled successful bilateral
trade and cultural exchanges.

With Thailand extending the
new visa exemption for Russian
visitors from 30 days to 90 days,
Mr Putin said he was pleased
with the Thai cabinet’s approval
to boost the economy through
tourism, Mr Srettha said.

“IMr Putin] himself likes
Phuket and I understand he often
travels to the resort island. I have

chit Road, 17'" Fle

invited him to pay an official visit
to Thailand next year and he said
thank you in Thai. The fact that
he speaks a little Thai means he
is accustomed to the country,’
he added.

A source said Mr Putin
accepted his Thai counterpart’s
invitation and the official visit date
would be released soon.

After the talk between the two
leaders, government spokesman
Chai Wacharonke said that both
Mr Srettha and Mr Putin have
agreed to enhance their coopera-
tion to improve bilateral ties.

Mr Putin saw that Thailand and
Russia have long been good allies
and wanted them to work jointly
on both the bilateral and multilat-
eral levels, especially on cultural
and sports aspects, Mr Chai said.

He said that 2024 would be
the year of cultural and tourism
exchanges between Thailand and
Russia. On Monday, the cabinet
approved the extended tourist
visa exemption from 30 days to
90 days for Russian visitors, a deci-
sion which followed the arrival
of one million Russian nationals
to Thailand.

The prime minister and the
Russian president also discussed
a political agreement where the
two countries could organise
programmes for national security
authorities and trade.
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Condition for Using Digital Money Changed from Distance to Area
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BANGKOK, Oct 18 (TNA) - Deputy Finance Minister has disclosed no conclusive
decision on the Digital Wallet project has been reached but the condition for using
digital money within a 4-kilometer radius has been changed.

After a joint meeting with Deputy Finance Minister Julapun Amormyivat, Deputy
Chairman of Commission on Monetary, Finance, Banking and Financial Institutions
Wiraphop Viriyaro) said that the project is still under review by the government-
appointed subcommittee.

Regarding the conditions for using digital money within a 4-kilometer radius, the deputy
minister darified that the 4-kilometer condition did not include in the Digltal Wallet
steering subcommittee’s discussion, but they were now considering the new condition
which could Involve specifying areas at the sub-district; district, or provincial level
instead of the 4- kilometer distance. However, a final decision has not been reached.

Nevertheless, the Ministry of Finance was urged to expedite the process of disclosing to
the public how the 10,000-baht Digital wallet project will be economically viable and
funded by taxpayers,

This request comes in light of opposition from several ecanomists. The the Ministry of
Finance, the Budget Bureau, the National Econamic and Social Development Councl,
and the Bank of Thailand will be responsible for preparing this summary.

As for the development of the Digital Wallet application or super app. Mr, Wiraphop
stated that the meeting did not discuss the issue. However, be and the Move Forward
Party reaffirmed that the existing application “Pac Tang” can be used for the Digital
Wallet project, eliminating the need for the government to create a new application and

potentially waste budget resources. (THA)
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BANGKOK, Oct 18 (TNAD - Deputy Finance Minister has disclosed no conclusive decision on the Digital Wallet project has been reached but the.
cordition fer using digital within a d-kilometer radius has been changed.

nes Gusidods
“wioa dleing” o
e After a joint meating with Deputy Finance Minkter utapun Amornuivat, Deputy Chairman of Commission on donetary, Financs, Banking snd Financial WUAS AU 14

2ma

o IrsTitutions Wirkdphop Virkyano) said that the project is still undes review by the GowemmenT-apgointed subtommities.

Jamn
FRegardivg the conditions for using digitat money withina 4-kitornater radius, the deputy minister Claeified that the 3-kilometér condition did not includie
I the Dugital Walles steering subrommmittes's diseuscion, but they were now considaring the new candition which could irmedve specifying area at the il ineoys
sub-distriet, tatrict, or provincial lavel insead of the - Kilometer distance. However, a final decizion has net been reachar ;‘:;ﬂﬂ;:‘;n::‘,
2 =m

Nevertheless, the Ministry of Finance was urged fo supedite the process of disclosing to the public how the 10,000-baht Digital Wallet project vali be
economicelly wiable snd funded by taxpayars. Trsonssme 2

dheoediuinds
This request comes in light of appostion fraom several economists, The the Ministry of Finance, the Budget Bureau, the Mational Economic and Socisl W
Development Councll, and the Bark of Thalland will be responsible for preparing this summony. i

A for the development of the Digital Wallet spplication or supsragn, M. Wiraphop stated that the meeting did rot discuss the issue, However, heand m
tha Mowe Formard Party reaffirmed that the auisting application “Pan Tang" can ba usad for the Digitsl Watist project, sliminating the nead for tha

GoUEmmEnt toceale & new application and potentiaily waste budost resources. (THA)
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