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@ Open for exchange of commemorative coins
60 years Rajaprajanugroh Foundation on 23
Aug.
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The Treasury Department opens the exchange
of coins to commemorate the 60th anniversary
of the Rajaprajanugroh Foundation. under the
royal patronage of the King, price type 20
baht from 23 Aug.
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Deepening

COMMENTARY
Kavi

Chongkittavorn

uring the last three months of the
caretaker government, there have
been unexpected and extraordinary
movements in Thailand-US rela-
tions, both here and in Washington.
Several key American lawmakers have visited
Bangkok and pledged further US support for
stronger economic and security relations with
Thailand. In Washington, a group of biparti-
san senators has set up the “US-Thai Alliance
Caucus” in Congress.

Next month, Thailand will host the fifth
round of Indo-Pacific Economic Framework
(IPEF) negotiations as its members try to
wrap up discussions on the new US economic
initiative. Similarly, other countries have used
this transitional period to enhance their bilat-
eral ties with Thailand.

The visit by the 8-member delegation of
the US Congress House Committee of Ways
and Means headed by Jason Smith early this
month was very significant as it came amid
the political transitional period in Thailand.

News ID: C-230822001068 (22 Aug 23/04:13)

(PR .
] v lin
ORJewsClip

links

Don
Pramudwinai,
Deputy Prime
Minister and
Minister of
Foreign Affairs of
Thailand, meets
with a US
Congressional
delegation led by
Congressman
Jason Smith
(R-Missouri) of
the US House
Committee on
Ways and Means
during a visit to
Thailand from
Aug 2-3.PHOTO
BY U.S EMBASSY
BANGKOK

The visit was under the news radar as local
media focused on post-election domestic
politics. The US embassy here also did not
inform local media.

In the past, no American lawmakers would
attempt to visit Thailand during such a period
for fear of causing misunderstanding. How-
ever, given the current geopolitical shifts and
growing importance of Southeast Asia under
the Biden administration, US lawmakers are
working hard and in tandem to strengthen
ties with allies and friends. Lest we forget,
Thailand is one of the five US allies in the
Indo-Pacific.

One of the highlights of the House Com-
mittee's visit was the discussion on ways to
boost trade and investment in their countries.
Few Thais know that leading Thai companies
have created nearly 70,000 jobs across 27 US
states with a US$10.3 billion (363 billion baht)
investment. Notably, these jobs are in petro-
chemicals, plastics, oil and gas exploration,
and food and beverage.

Five top Thai investors, including Indorama
Ventures, PTT Global Chemical, Thai Summit
Group and Banpu Group, have given positive
optics about Thailand in red and blue states.
Two-way trade last year reached US$60 bil-
lion, or 12.53% growth. Thailand also enjoyed
a huge trade surplus of US$20.34 billion.

The House Committee’s other impor-
tant task is to expand Thai market access to
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services and high-tech areas. The American
lawmakers would like to see more US invest-
ment in Thailand. The US ranks fourth after
Japan, Taiwan and China as the top foreign
investors. Out of the 33 approved US projects
last year, the US$5 billion investment project
by Amazon Web represented a new kind of
investment to promote cloud infrastructure.

Given the growing dynamics of Thailand-
US economic ties, it was natural that the Thai
government decided to join the IPEF. During
the first year of the Biden administration,
Thailand was overlooked by the top policy-
makers due to their misperceptions of one of
Washington's oldest allies. Initially, Thai-
land was unsure of IPEF’s outcomes when it
joined.

Now one year has elapsed, and the IPEF
trajectory can be useful to boost the BCG
economic model to promote balanced and
sustainable economic growth. The new
framework focuses on different priorities
rather than the reduction of tariffs and market
accesses, which were the standard bearers of
any new trade agreement.

However, the IPEF aims to strengthen eco-
nomic engagement among member countries
to promote economic growth that will bring
peace and prosperity to the region.

Thailand is one of the 14 founding signa-
tories of IPEE launched last year in Tokyo by
President Joe Biden and Japanese Prime Min-
ister Fumio Kishida. Other members include
South Korea, Singapore, Vietham, Australia,
Brunei, Fiji, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, New
Zealand, and the Philippines. The IPEF com-
prises four pillars: trade, supply chains, clean
economy, and fair economy.

Bangkok is now more confident in engaging
with the IPEF as its views and positions have
been taken seriously. In February, the govern-
ment set up a steering committee to drive
the implementation of the IPEF framework
among all concerned agencies.

For instance, the Ministry of Commerce's
trade negotiators and the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs will handle the trade issue. At the same
time, officials from the Customs Depart-
ment and the anti-corruption agency will be
involved in the fair economy pillar. The Min-
istry of Industry will take care ofissues related
to supply chains. At the same time, the clean
economy will come under the Ministry of
Natural Resources and Environment and the
Office of the National Economic and Social
Development.

To strengthen Thailand's leverage, the
fifth negotiating round of the IPEF will be
convened in Bangkok from Sept 10-16. This
is a giant leap given its previous attitude in
considering previous transpacific free trade
arrangements. At the Bangkok meeting,
Thailand will emphasise the importance of

cooperation on capacity building and techni-
cal cooperation.

In addition, the government will focus on
applying new technological cooperation, par-
ticularly related to the clean economy pillar,
such as EVs, sustainable aviation fuel, circular
economy, and the carbon market.

Thailand also supports the IPEF partners’
desire to establish a mechanism to address
IPEF's structure and financial support and
stress prioritised issues that will support the
negotiations on the trade pillar. In addition,
despite the current political situation, the Thai
delegation has reaffirmed its commitment to
the relevant international standards on anti-
corruption and taxation while considering
IPEF partners’ diverse domestic laws, regula-
tions, and capacities.

In Bangkok, IPEF members will continue
to discuss concrete ways to advance coopera-
tion, including establishing capacity building
and technical assistance mechanisms and
plans for the next IPEF ministerial meeting

scheduled in November 2023 in San Fran-
cisco. Thailand has made clear that after
the negotiations, it will consider whether to
accept or reject the negotiation results.

While the US lawmakers were in Bangkok,
their counterparts in the US, Representatives
Michelle Steel and Scott Peters, set up the
US-Thai Alliance Caucus at the US Congress.
Ms Steel, a Republican, and Mr Peters, a
Democrat, representing California, will co-
chair the new caucus. In the past, there was
only the loosely formed so-called “Friends of
Thailand”

The caucus will seek to provide the US Con-
gressional members with current information
and address issues impacting the Thai-Amer-
ican community on a broad range of issues. In
addition, the caucus will serve as a platform to
promote awareness and a better understand-
ing of Thailand.

Other objectives include promoting
cooperation between the US-Thai legisla-
tive branches and people-to-people and civil
society exchanges. In addition, the caucus will
also leverage the Thai-US alliances to meet
future challenges in the Indo-Pacific and the
Mekong subregion.

Thailand and the US celebrate 190 years
of diplomatic ties this year. Siam, Thailand’s
former, was the first Asian country to establish
ties with the US. Their relations were formal-
ised in 1833 with a Treaty of Amity and Com-
merce and reaffirmed with the 1954 Manila
Pact of the former Southeast Asia Treaty
Organization. In 2003, the US designated
Thailand a major non-Nato ally.

Kavi Chongkittavorn is a veteran journalist on
regional affairs.
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Headline: Scholar weighs in on Thaksin return

POLITICS

Scholar weighs in on Thaksin return

Homecoming meant
to placate Senate

MONGKOL BANGPRAPA

An academic believes that fugitive
former prime minister Thaksin Shi-
nawatra will return to Thailand this
morning as part of a move to convince
senators to back Pheu Thai's prime
ministerial candidate during the vote
in parliament this afternoon.

Thanaporn Sriyankul, director of the
Institute of Politics and Policy Analysis,
said Thaksin will return home today
now that he feels confident Pheu Thai
will succeed in forming a government.

Thaksin, who was overthrown in a
military coup in 2006, is widely believed
to be Pheu Thai's de facto leader.

Mr Thanaporn said that Thaksin will
have to go to jail and serve time as a
“political hostage” to assure pro-mili-
tary parties — the United Thai Nation
(UTN) Party and the Palang Pracharath
Party (PPRP) — that Pheu Thai is ready
to work with them.

Pheu Thai and 10 parties, includ-
ing the UTN and PPRP, yesterday

announced
their potential
governing coa-
lition with 314
House seats.

Mr Than-
aporn went
on to say that
the Supreme
Court will
today deliver a
ruling on a case
involving former protestleader Suthep
Thaugsuban, accused of corruption in
a project for the construction of police
stations and living quarters while he
served as deputy prime minister over
a decade ago.

Mr Thanaporn said if the court finds
Mr Suthep guilty, he will be sent to jail.
And if any reprieve or amnesty is later
offered to Thaksin, Mr Suthep may
receive it too, he said, adding that this
will spell an end to a political conflict

Thanaporn: Notes
ruling on Suthep

HOMECOMING SCENARIO

Fugitive former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra faces ten years in prison for three
convictions: three years for conflict of interest related to the Exim Bank loan case,
two years for the unlawful launch of a two- and three-digit lottery scheme, and five
years for using his position to alter concession fees and excise taxes in favour of Shin
Satellite, which was owned by the Shinawatra family.

Upon landing at Don Mueang Airport after years of self-imposed exile, he will be met
by authorities who are ready to take him to prison.

Source: Compiled by the Bangkok Post

between political foes that has contin-
ued for over a decade.

Yutthaporn Issarachai, a political
science lecturer at Sukhothai Tham-
mathirat Open University, said that it
remains to be seen whether Thaksin
will arrive in the morning because the
outcome of the PM vote is expected

to be known in
the afternoon.

The political
situation will
remain uncer-
tain before the
vote, and even
though Pheu
Thai can now
forge a coalition
with 314 House
seats, several
senators still question the qualifica-
tions of its PM candidate, Srettha Thav-
isin, Mr Yutthaporn said.

Yutthapurh: Don’t
hold your breath

Thaksin's jet is scheduled to arrive at Don Mueang
airport at 9am.

Thaksin will be taken to a police operation centre,
where his arrest will be recorded.

As soon as Thaksin reports at immigration, officials
will be alerted of the outstanding arrest warrants
against him. Thaksin will be notified of the warrants.

He will be escorted to the Supreme Court, where a r-
judge will read a summary of the court's rulings
against him.

The former prime minister will then be escorted to
Bangkok Remand Prison under tight security.

BANGHKOK POST GRAF

Thaksin's return from self-imposed
exile is scheduled for today, the same
day parliament will meet to select the
country’s 30th prime minister.

Paetongtarmn “Ung Ing” Shinawatra,
his daughter and also a Pheu Thai PM
candidate, posted on social media
that her father was scheduled to land
at Don Mueang Airportaboard his pri-
vate jet today at 9am.

According to a source, officials will
wait for Thaksin’s arrival at the VIP
landing zone. Upon arrival, he will
be shown his arrest warrants before
being escorted to the Police Club on
Vibhavadi Rangsit Road before heading
to the Supreme Court.
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Ex-premier
faces legal
maze upon
his return

NATTAYA CHETCHOTIROS

Deposed prime minister Thaksin
Shinawatra faces 10 years in prison
in three cases upon returning today.
But based on the court rulings, he
will likely serve a maximum of
five years.

The three cases are referred to as
the “Shin Corp nominee” case, the
two- and three-digit lottery scheme
case and the Exim Bank loan case.

In the “Shin Corp nominee” case,
Thaksin was accused of allowing
nominees to hold shares in Shin Cor-
poration to gain benefits in a com-
pany awarded a concession from a
state agency. But he fled during the
trial, so the trial was suspended.
After an organic law on criminal
procedures for holders of a political
position took effect and allowed a
trial to resume in a defendant’s
absence, the trial resumed. He was
guilty of two charges in this case and
sentenced to five years in jail.

In the two- and three-digit lottery
case, he was found guilty in absen-
tia and given a two-year jail term.
Based on the court ruling, Thaksin
rushed the lottery scheme, which ran
during 2003-2006, causing damage
to the state.

In the last case, he was accused
of malfeasance in connection with
the Exim Bank of Thailand granting
a 4-billion-baht loan to the Myan-
mar government. The court found
the loan for purchasing equipment
and services from Shin Satellite
Company was a conflict of interest.
He was sentenced to three years
in prison.

Thaksin was also sentenced to
two years in prison in October 2008
for a conflict of interest over a land
purchase by his then-wife, Khuny-
ing Potjaman na Pombejra. However,
the sentence expired as he fled pun-
ishment abroad for over 10 years.

According to a source in the Court
of Justice, the number of years Thak-
sin will spend in jail depends on the
court’s order in each case. The key
is if the court says the sentence in
the case must be served consecu-
tively after he completes serving the
sentence in the prior case. If none
of the court orders says so, he will
likely spend five years in jail instead
of10. He can also seek a royal pardon
in each case.

Thaksin was acquitted in 2019
in a case where he was accused of
manipulating the rehabilitation plan
of the Thai Petrochemical Indus-
try (TPI) through the Ministry of
Finance for his own benefit.

He also was given the benefit
of the doubt in a case where he
was accused by the National Anti-
Corruption Commission (NACC)
of manipulating Krungthai Bank's
9-billion-baht loan granted to Krisda
Mahanakorn Group.

The NACC recently dropped
charges against him and three others
in a corruption case linked with Thai
Airways International (THAI).
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