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Headline: Department clamps down on protected wood shipments
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TRADE

Department clamps down on
protected wood shipments

PHUSADEE ARUNMAS

The Commerce Ministry has issued
two regulations prohibiting the impor-
tation of timber, processed wood and
wooden artefacts, unless traders hold a
certificate of import, in addition to
barring phayung (Siamese rosewood)
exports.

The first prohibition comes into
effectonJuly 17, with the latter enforced
from Aug 16.

Ronnarong Phoolpipat, director-
general of the Foreign Trade Depart-
ment, said the measures are meant to
align with the current trade situation.

Mr Ronnarong said the importa-
tion of timber logs through customs
checkpoints in Tak, Kanchanaburi
and Mae Hong Son provinces, as well
as processed wood via Mae Hong Son

checkpoints, is prohibited.

The order also prohibits the import
of phayung logs, processed phayung
and artefacts made from phayung from
Cambodia and Laos.

However, the import of timber logs,
processed wood and wooden artefacts
that do not include these prohibited
items is allowed with a certificate
of origin, or evidence of permission
for export presented to the Customs
Department for importation.

He said the export of phayung
logs, processed phayung wood, balled
and burlapped phayung tree, and
artefacts made from phayung wood
is prohibited.

The export of timber logs and pro-
cessed wood, other than the prohib-
ited items listed earlier, is allowed but
requires authorisation.

In addition, wooden artefacts and
charcoal intended for export must
have a certification letter for trading or
export purposes, in accordance with
forestry laws.

The export of rubberwood is not
subject to these regulations, said
Mr Ronnarong,

He said regarding the issuance of
export permits, the department will
establish ministerial regulations to
determine the criteria, procedures
and conditions.

This process is being approved
by the commerce minister, said
Mr Ronnarong.

The Royal Forest Department is the
delegated authority to issue export
permits, with the goal of streamlin-
ing communication between the
public and government agencies by

designating a single agency for this
purpose.

According to Commerce Ministry
data, the value of Thailand’s wood and
wood product exports totalled 104 bil-
lion baht last year.

For the first four months this year,
the export value was 36.4 billion baht,
up 5.31% year-on-year.

Mr Ronnarong says
the importation of
timber logs through
customs
checkpoints in Tak,
Kanchanaburi and
Mae Hong Son
provinces is
prohibited.
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POLITICS

Officials face embezzlement probes

Govt agencies lose
‘millions’ of baht

WASSAYOS NGAMKHAM

Officials from local administrative
organisations (LAOs) in at least seven
provinces have embezzled millions of
baht from local government agencies,
or are suspected of doing so, accord-
ing to the Central Investigation Bureau
(CIB).

The CIB was alerted to the thefts

by the Public Sector Anti-Corrup-
tion Commission (PACC), which
audited LAOs spending nationwide,
said CIB commissioner Pol Lt Gen
Jirapob Phuridet.

The PACC had detected embezzle-
ment involving accounting officials
at LAOs in at least seven provinces,
he said. The officials stole the LAOs’
money and wired it to their bank
accounts for personal use, he said.

The LAOs is a general term cover-
ing the municipal offices and tambon
administrative organisations (TAOs).

So far, police have pressed charges
against accountants attached to the

Lad Yao municipal office in Nakhon
Sawan for allegedly making 215 unau-
thorised withdrawals amounting to 15
million baht from a LAO bank account.

A similar charge was laid against
accountants at the Wang Prong TAO
in Phitsanulok, who stole 44 million
baht from the TAO office.

Pol Lt Gen Jirapob said police have
also opened investigations into officials
concerning alleged embezzlement at
TAOs in five other provinces.

In Nakhon Pathom, accountants
and financial officers were alleged to
have colluded in siphoning 8.3 million
baht via 23 bank account withdrawals
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from the Nil Phet TAO where they work.

In Saraburi, financial officers
illegally took 4.9 million baht from
the Nong Hua Pho TAO through
84 withdrawals.

In Chaiyaphum, a local develop-
ment officer acting as a financial staff
member has been accused of illegally
withdrawing from the Huai Yai Jew
TAO's bank account 60 times for a total
of 5.8 million baht.

In Si Sa Ket, alleged embezzlement
worth 540,000 baht was committed
by a financial specialist of the Khok
Lam TAO.

In Nakhon Si Thammarat, 4 million

baht was found to have disappeared
from a bank account held by the Na
Khliang TAO.

The money was found to have been
transferred to accounts belonging
to the wife of the TAO's director for
finance and accounts owned by the
family’s domestic helper.

Police are broadening their probe by
asking Krungthai Bank to run checks
on other LAOs.

PACC deputy secretary-general Krit
Krasaewes said LAO withdrawals usu-
ally require the consent of atleast three
officials but only one was needed in
these cases.
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