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Headline: Ministry to probe executives’ BCP shares
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PROBE IN THE PIPELINE

The Finance Ministry is to investigate if it was
unethical for two of its executives to receive
shares offered to them by Bangchak. B2

Ministry to probe executives’ BCP shares

Case to proceed if
irregularities found

WICHIT CHANTANUSORN

The Finance Ministry will investigate
whether it was unethical for two of
its senior executives to receive shares
offered to them by SET-listed Bangchak
Corporation Plc (BCP) under the com-
pany’s employee stock ownership plan
(Esop), said a ministry source who
requested anonymity.

The source added that the ministry’s
permanent secretary Krisada Chinavi-
charana has ordered Treasury Depart-
ment director-general Chamroen Pho-
thiyod and the Comptroller General's
Department’s director-general Kulaya
Tantitemit to make written reports of
their share transactions and submit

them to the ministry.

Mr Chamroen remains on
Bangchak's board while Ms Kulaya has
resigned from the board.

The ministry will proceed further if
it found irregularities in the case, the
source added.

The ministry has stipulated ethical
guidlines to prevent executives from a
conflict of interest.

According to Section 9 of the guid-
lines, executives who are appointed by
the ministry tosit on the boards of state
enterprises or companies and receive
shares from such organisations have to
inform the ministry within 15 days of the
date when they were informed by such
organisations about the share offering.

If the ministry rules that such shares
are the shares of the organisations the
ministry has invested in to support
the government’s related investment
policies, the executives will not be
able to receive them and will have to
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transfer their share ownership right to
the ministry.

If the ministry rules that the shares
are not related to the government's
investment policies, then the execu-
tives can exercise their right regarding
the shares.

The ministry owned 4.76% in
Bangchak as of September 2022.

The source added thart, according
to the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission, during the time he spent as
a Banchak board member, Mr Cham-
roen bought 600,000 Banchak shares,
of which half were shares offered by
the firm via its Esop, while the rest he

acquired independently. He later sold
150,000 of the total number of shares.

Mr Chamroen'’s share transactions
took place during Bangchak's plan to
acquire shares in Esso Thailand. Both
firms started talks on the deal in Sep-
tember 2022.

Ms Kulaya was allocated 300,000
shares from Bangchak’s Esop and she
sold them all immediately after she
purchased them. She is not currently a
Banchak director on behalf of the min-
istry. Her resignation from the post took
effect in January 2023.

Mr Chamroen said he always updated
the ministry about his Bangchak share
transactions. He is gathering related
informartion and will submit it to Mr
Krisada as soon as possible, he said.

Ms Kulaya said earlier that she
received the Bangchak shares accord-
ing to the firm’s share allocation process
and in line with the board’s resolution
to grant 18 million shares to board
members and employees as a reward.
She exercised the right to buy shares
according to her right and had no inten-
tion of owning the shares.

She said she had informed the min-
istry and the stock exchange about the
shares she obtained from Bangchak
according to the related procedures.

Plaza Building, Lumpini, Patum
4 help@ignewsclip.com
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Headline: Free contraceptives push aims to cut teen pregnancy

Clip: Full Color

HEALTH

Free contraceptives push
aims to cut teen pregnancy

POST REFORTERS

The National Health Security Oftice
(NHSO) has teamed up with Krung
Thai Bank to give away condoms and
contraceptive pills to Thai citizens
insured by the universal health cover-
age (UHC) scheme via the Pao Tang
mobile application.

Dr Jadej Thammatacharee, the
NHSO secretary-general, said the plan
aims to prevent unplanned pregnancy
among teenagers and sexually trans-
mitted infections such as syphilis, HPV
cervical cancer and Aids.

From Feb 1, Thais can receive con-
doms and contraceptive pills from
medical centres or from the Pao Tang
mobile app.

According to the NHSO website,
Thai women aged between 15 to 59
can request 13 packs of contraceptive
pills per year on the Pao Tang mobile
app and show the prescription ata
pharmacy or clinic registered under
the NHSQO. For those who do not have
asmartphone, they can access the ser-
vice at medical centres registered under
the NHSO.

Thai men over 13 years old canreg-
ister for ten condoms each per week
free of charge. They can also collect free
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condoms from their nearest medical
centres using their ID card.

“The NHSO has consistently collabo-
rated with Krung Thai Bank over the
years, such as free giveaways of rapid
antigen test kits via the Pao Tang app
or seasonal flu vaccines during May to
August,” he added.

Tawatchai Cheevanon, Krung Thai
Bank Vice President, said that health-
care is one of the five main ecosystems
of the bank.

As a state-owned bank, Krung Thai
Bank has introduced the Krungthai
Digital Health Platform to provide
equal access to health services to Thai
people. Moreover, the platform also
implements NHSQ's UHC, including
health promotion and disease preven-
tion plans.

He said that the Pao Tang app has
more than 40 million users who can
make appointments and access their
medical services on the mobile app
around the clock.

People can alsolookup hospitals and
medical centres registered under the
INHSO on the Pao Tang app or by visit-
ing nhso.go.th/page/hospital. A 1330
hotline is another channel of commu-
nication for the scheme, which runs
until Sept 30.
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