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Headline: Thai finance minister says committed investment projects unaffected by political risks
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Wednesday's suspension of Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha from his duties H
by Thailand's charter court may raise questions over whether investor it
confidence and public investments are being affected. The country's finance

minister has, however, insisted that investment projects, to which the

government has already committed, will continue.

Finance Minister Arkhom Termpittayapaisith said yesterday (Wednesday) that
“projects already committed are to be implemented in accordance with the
gavernment's policies, all aimed at accelerating investment, stable growth and
continuity of economic recovery.”

President of the Stock Exichange of Thailand (SET) Pakorn Peetathawatchai stated

that Thailand's economic development and investments continue to grow,

regardless of Thai politics. Looking back 20-30 years, one can see that the Thai

business sector, including Thai listed companies, both domestically and v W‘ Tt
internationally, have always developed, he said. ~'TO THE WORLD

_ -
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“Investors don't have questions about politics, they have questions about how

their companies will grow and what the business trends are," he said.

I

This is in ine with only slightly negative sentiment in the markets on August 24™,
with a 2.02 point fall on trading value of over 80 billion baht

Deputy Prime Minister Prawit Wongsuwan has been acting as a caretaker prime
minister during Gen. Prayut's suspension, expected to last until the Court
announces its decision on his B-year term.

Gen. Prayut's first prime ministerial term began on August 24th, 2014, thres
months after he led a coup against a caretaker Pheu Thai government, Thailand's
Constitution limits a prime minister’s term te no more than 8 years (consecutive
or non-consecutive), which means that, according to the Opposition and Prayut's
opponents, his term should come to an end on August 24th this yvear. The actual
start date of Prayut’s premiership is, however, highly debatable, with his
proponents claiming it should run either from 2017 or 2019, when he began his
second term. imo ThaI PBS World O -
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Headline: Thai finance minister says committed investment projects unaffected by political risks - Thailand...
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Wednesday's suspension of Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha from his duties by

i I = E % Plastic bags and old water pumps
Thailand's charter court may raise questions over whether investor confidence cause flood in Bangkok
and public investments are being affected. The country’s finance minister has, SRR
however, insisted that investment projects, to which the government has already

committed, will continue. Truek driver thanks ‘good
Samaritan' for saving his life In

Finance Minister Arkhom Termpittayapaisith said yesterday (Wednesday) that "projects central Fhaliand

already committed are to be implemented in dccordance with the government’s paolicies, all
aimed at accelerating investment, stable growth and continuity of economic recovery.” ST

President of the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) Pakom Pestathawatchar stated that

t= cantinue to grow, regardless of Thai m

palitics. Looking back 20-30 years, one can see that the Thai b s sector, including Thai

Thailand's economic development and invest

listed companies, both domestically and internationally, have always developed, he said.

“Inwvestors don't have guestions about politics, they have guestions about how thair

companies will grow and what the business trends are,” he said.

This is in line with only slightly negative sentiment in the markets on August 24th, with a
2.02 point fall on trading value of over 80 billion baht.

Deputy Prime Minister Prawit Wangsuwan has been acting as a caretaker prime minister
during Gen. Prayut’s suspension, expected to last until the Court announces its decision on
his 8-year term,

Gen. Prayut's first prime ministerial term began on August 24th, 2014, three months after
he led a coup aganst a caretaker Pheu Thai government. Thailand's Constitution hmits a
primea minister's term to no mere than 8 years {(consacutive or non-consecutive), which

means that, according to the Opposition and Prayut's opponents, his term should come ta an

ar, The actual start date of Prayut’s premiership is, however,

batable; with his proponents claiming it should run either from 2017 or 2019, when

he began his second term.
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Headline: Investors confident in Thailand’s economic growth, financial stability: Arkhom
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Investors confident in Thailand's
economic growth, financial stability:
Arkhom
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Thailand maintains A- sovereign
credit rating with stable outlook

nsA- Sovereign Credit

Rating With Stable Ou

Thailand's sovereign credit rating has been retained at "A-" with a "stable outlook” by

Japan's Rating and Investment Information Inc {R&1), according to a senior Thai official.
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INBrief

r

11 million tickets
to go on sale

LOTTERY: More than 11 million
lottery tickets will be sold online
for the Sept 15 draw, an increase on
the 10.33 million tickets that were
sold out for the upcoming draw
next Thursday, according to the
Government Lottery Office (GLO).

The digital tickets will be avail-
able for purchase through 22,906
agents starting next Friday, said
Lawaron Saengsanit, director-gen-
eral of the Revenue Department
and chair of the GLO.

The additional tickets are on
offer due to a surge in demand. The
tickets are usually sold out within
10 days of going on sale.

Since the launch of digital lot-
tery tickets on June 16, some 2.8
million people have bought them.
They have proven popular due
to the ease of purchasing them
at the standard price of 80 baht
apiece.

Of the 2.8 million customers,
about 500,000 are regular buyers,
according to the GLO.
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The BAAC vows 20 billion baht in credit to
support organic farming and plantation of
economic trees. B2
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BAAC pledges B20bn for green credit
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WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

The Bank for Agriculture and Agricul-
tural Cooperatives (BAAC) has pledged
20 billion baht of new green credit to
support organic agriculture and the
planting of economic trees, says bank
president Tanaratt Ngamvalairatt.
The bank will raise the funds
through the issuance of green bonds
for subscription by businesses that have
adopted environmental, social and gov-
ernance (ESG) standards, as the bank
wants to encourage them to partici-
pate in the development of Thailand’s

agricultural sector, he said.

A source at BAAC who requested
anonymity said the bank will initially
use its own liquidity to finance this
green credit project, then wait to see
the direction of interest rates before
launching the green bonds.

The green credit will be extended
to individuals or juristic entities in the
agricultural sector, such as community
enterprises or agricultural cooperatives,
to invest in planting economic trees or
related activities, said the source.

The credit can be used as working
capital for farmers, carrying an annual
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interest rate of the minimum retail rate
(MRR) minus 2, with a maximum repay-
ment period of 12 months. However,
this period can be extended to a maxi-
mum of 18 months on a case-by-case
basis, according to the bank.

The loan for planting economic trees
features a maximum repayment period
of 15 years, but can be extended to 20
years on a case-by-case basis.

The loan carries an annual interest
rate of 4% during the first five years, and
MRR minus 2 during the next five years.
The rate for the remaining yearsis MRR
minus 1.

The loan for individual farmers to
develop organic farms, food safety
projects, alternative energy, or environ-
ment and natural resource conserva-
tion carries an annual interest rate of
MRR minus 1.

The loan for juristic persons, com-
munity enterprises and cooperatives
for these same purposes charges
the minimum loan rate minus 0.5 per
year.

Mr Tanaratt said BAAC has provided
green credit worth 5.45 billion baht in
previous years, which resulted in the
planting of 567,000 trees.
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