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Cabinet okays B27.4bn

subsidies to

help poor

A sign for the *Khon La Khrueng’ co-payment subsidy scheme is seen ata nuod Ie stall. The cabinet yastarday appmved the
fifth phase of the co-payment scheme that will run for two months starting from Sept 1. ARNUN CHONMAHATRAKOOL

Co-payment scheme
revived as prices soar

PHUSADEE ARUNMAS

The cabinet yesterday approved addi-
tional economic assistance measures
worth 27.4 billion baht, including an
extension of the “Khon La Khrueng”
co-payment scheme to help allevi-
ate the hardship of people affected
by higher costs of living amid high
inflation.

The cabinetalso gave the green light
to additional tax incentives for electric
vehicles (EVs) as well as a 5-billion-
baht soft loan programme to help
smaller hotels reopen.

According to Prime Minister Prayut
Chan-o-cha, the new measures com-
prise the fifth phase of the Khon La
Khrueng scheme and 200-baht cash
handouts to vulnerable people who
require special assistance, such as
the elderly, the disabled, bed-ridden
patients, those without smartphones,
and low-income earners who hold
state welfare cards.

However, the subsidies under the
fifth phase of the co-payment scheme
will be lowered to 800 baht per person
per month, compared to 1,200 baht in
the previous phase.

The new measures will run for two
months, starting from Sept 1.

The government initiated the co-
payment subsidy scheme in October
2020, offering to pay 50% of food, drink

and general goods purchases for par-
ticipants, with the total subsidy limited
to 150 baht per person per day.

The scheme aims to boost the econ-
omy and shore up people’s spending
power, which was hit by the pandemic,

The fourth phase of the scheme
ended on April 30.

Government spokesman Thanakorn
Wangboonkongchana said 21.2 billion
bahtis expected to be spent to support
the fifth phase of the co-payment sub-
sidy scheme, with eligible recipients
totalling 26.5 million. Recipients are
required to start exercising theright to
participate in the fifth scheme by Sept
14, or within a period of time set by the
Finance Ministry.,

According to Mr Thanakorn, it has
been estimated that the measures for

News ID: C-220727001
ﬁiQNcws(_ lip

www.ignewsclip.com

048 (27 Jul 22/05:09)

InfoQuest Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17 ™ FL. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
3 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700  F= 02-253-5001, 02-651-4701

Page: 1/2

E= help@ignewsclip.com



Bangkok Post
Circulation: 70,000
Ad Rate: 1,400

Section: Business/First Page - Business

Bangkok POSt Date: Wednesday 27 July 2022

Volume: - No: - Page: B1(Center)
Col.Inch: 70.47  Ad Value: 98,658 PRValue (x3): 295,974

Headline: Cabinet okays B27.4bn subsidies to help poor

Clip: Full Color

vulnerable people who require spe-
cial assistance and low-income earners
who hold state welfare cards will cost
the government 6.22 billion baht.
Around 13.3 million low-income
earners who hold state welfare cards
are eligible to receive an additional 200

baht per person per month between
September and October.

Moreover, another 2.3 million
vulnerable people who need special
assistance will also receive the same
amount during the period.

In arelated development, the cabi-
net yesterday approved lowering the
annual car tax for EVs which are reg-
istered between Oct 1, 2022, and Sept
30, 2025, by 80%.

The cabinet also gave the green
light to customs duty exemption
for parts imported to assemble and
produce battery electric vehicles in the
customs-free zones or the free-trade
zones of the Industrial Estate Authority
of Thailand between 2022 and 2025, in
abid to promote local EV production.

Finance Minister Arkhom Termpit-
tayapaisith said the assistance meas-
ures are expected to boost GDP growth
by 0.13 percentage points and generate
spending of 48.6 billion baht,

The schemes will be funded by
27.4 billion baht drawn from borrow-
ings under the second emergency
loan decree.

The second decree allows the
government to borrow 500 billion
baht to mitigate the impact of the
pandemic.

After spending 27.4 billion baht to
fund the stimulus schemes, there is
expected to be around 50 billion baht
of borrowings left, Mr Arkhom said.
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ECONOMY

FPO maintains 2022
growth forecast at 3.5%

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

The Fiscal Policy Office (FPO) has
kept its forecast for economic growth
this year at an average of 3.5%, under-
pinned by a recovery in both the
tourism sector and domestic con-
sumption, according to the office's
director-general Pornchai Thiraveja.

The office reviews the GDP fore-
cast every three months.

The state agency has also revised
upward its projection of the number
of foreign tourist arrivals this year to
8 million, up from the prediction of
6.5 million made in April.

Last year the number of foreign
arrivals stood at around 400,000.

Mr Pornchai added that the
higher numberof tourist arrivals this
year has boosted household income
and supported the recovery of the
tourism and related sectors.

The FPO forecast for the higher
number of foreign tourist arrivals
thisyear has yet to take into account
the Chinese government’s plan to
allow people living in China’s south-
ern area to travel abroad, Mr Porn-
chai said.

He added that this would further
boost Thailand’s GDP growth.

The state agency also upgraded
its growth projection of private con-
sumption this year to 4.8%, up from
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the April forecast at 4.3%.

The prediction is close to esti-
mates of other state economic agen-
cies, he added.

The FPO expects the export value
to expand 7.7% year-on-year this
year, higher than its April forecast of
6%, despite the impact of the Russia-
Ukraine war.

He added that this latest FPO
forecast on exports is close to that
of the National Economic and Social
Development Council’s figure of
7.3%.

Private investment is expected to
expand 5.7% this year, compared to
the 4.5% growth it projected in April,
in line with the economic recovery.

Foreign direct investment in
Thailand in the first quarter of
this year rose 23% year-on-year to
US$5.4 billion.

The state agency projects the
headline inflation of 6.5% this year
due to the rising energy price.

The headline inflation last year
was 1.2%.

Mr Pornchai added that among
the factors that could impact the
economy are the recovery of local
demand due to the improvement of
the Covid-19 pandemic situation,
the number of foreign tourist arriv-
als and the impact of the ongoing
Russia-Ukraine war.
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SMUGGLING

Customs details June cases

ACHADTHAYA CHUENNIRAN

The Customs Department made 3,068
arrests in June with the biggest cases
involving illegal drugs, the smuggling
of cigarettes and agricultural products,
department spokesman Chaiyut Kham-
khun said.

For narcotics cases, the department
recorded 12 arrests including an inter-
national passenger who swallowed 115
capsules of cocaine with a total weight
of 1.49 kilogrammes, worth 4.47 mil-
lion baht. Mr Chaiyutsaid the man was
arrested at Phuket airport on June 9.

Another major case saw the depart-
ment cooperate with the Airport
Interdiction Task Force to bust three
international passengers who were in
possession of 15.7kg of cocaine, worth
47 million baht, at Suvarnabhumi air-
porton June 13.

The third case on June 24 saw the
Enforcement Division of the Customs
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Department seize 2.96kg of metham-
phetamine worth 1.77 million baht
from rice sacks for export.

Forsmuggled cigarettes, the Customs
Department at Hat Yai airport seized
400,000 illegally imported cigarettes
in a pickup truck on June 12, Mr Chai-
yut said.

During the month of June, the
department arrested 131 people alleg-
edly involved in the illegal smuggling
of cigarettes worth 45.8 million baht as
well as 160 cases of illegal e-cigarettes
and other smoking-related tools, worth
1.26 million baht.

Another arrest made by the depart-
ment involved the smuggling of nearly
50,000 kilogrammes of rice from a
neighbouring country, Officers from
the department’s Enforcement Divi-
sion arrested the driver of a truck in
Buri Ram'’s Muang district on June 3.
The truck carried 48 sacks of rice that
had not been declared.
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CRIME

Cannabis
importer
summoned

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

The Customs Department direc-
tor-general has assigned a rep-
resentative to file a complaint
with police against an individ-
ual going by the name Julpaos
Kresopon for making a false dec-
laration to customs authorities
regarding the type of goods he
was importing.

Pachara Anantasilp said the
goods entering the country via
an import company had been
declared as steel products at
Suvarnabhumi airport, butafter a
recent inspection by his customs
officials, the cargo was found to
be 5.3 kilogrammes of canna-
bis flowers.

Speaking at a press conference
yesterday, the customs chief said
thatunder Section 244 of the Cus-
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toms Act BE 2560 and the Plant
Quarantine Act BE 2507, the
man could face a maximum of
10years in prison.,

The director-general said he
believed Suvarnabhumi police
in Samut Prakan would summon
the suspect for questioning,

Mr Pachara said the man
had declared two earlier consign-
ments to be Christmas decora-
tions and rubberfloors, This time
he had declared steel products
and the department is confident
there is ample evidence of crimi-
nal activity to press charges.

Meanwhile veteran investor
Tom Kruesopon, who founded
Golden Triangle Group, a lead-
ing developer and manufacturer
ofhemp & cannabis in Thailand,
posted a video clip on his Face-
book page denying making false
declarations to customs officials
but admitting to importing can-
nabis for medical purpose at
his clinic.

“I have done nothing wrong,
If T had wanted to do anything
illegally, T would not have had
my real name. There must be a
misunderstanding,” he said.
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