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Headline: Ministry not ruling out excise tax cut extension
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Ministry not ruling out
excise tax cut extension

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

The Finance Ministry has not elim-
inated the possibility of extending
the period set for the reduction of
the diesel excise tax, says a ministry
source who requested anonymity,

The source said the impact of
the Russia-Ukraine war resulted in
a sharp spike in global oil prices to
$120-130 per barrel during the start
of the war.

The price later fell to around $105
per barrel, which should be the peak
level, with additional decreases
likely, said the source.

The source said the ministry has
yvet to decide whether to extend
the period covering the reduction
in the excise tax on diesel beyond
its scheduled expiry date of May 20
as the crude oil price situation may
ease before that date. This would
mean the government may not
have to step in again to subsidise
the diesel price.

Ifthe global oil price continues to
rise, the ministry might extend the
period of the excise tax cut, but the
reduced rate might be adjusted to
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1.50 baht per litre, instead of 3 baht
per litre, the source said.

The cabinet endorsed the reduc-
tion of the diesel excise tax by 3 baht
per litre for a period of three months
— from Feb 18 to May 20 — to alle-
viate the impact of rising oil prices
on the business and public sectors.

The source said the excise tax
cut during this period is estimated
to cost the government 17.1 billion
baht, though there was a higher than
expected revenue contribution from
state enterprises during this period
to help offset the loss.

If the government decides to
extend the tax-cut period, it would
need to seek other income sources
to offset the loss in excise revenue,
said the source,

The government wants to meet
its revenue target of 2.4 trillion baht
in fiscal 2022.

The Excise Department aims to
collect oil excise tax revenue of 200
billion baht in fiscal 2022.

The target could fall to 180 billion
baht following the government'’s
launch of the diesel excise cut over
a period of three months.
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Headline: GLO to offer 5 million tickets at retail through Pao Tang app next month
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GLO to offer 5 million tickets at retail through Pao Tang app next month

POST REPORTERS

»At least 5 million lottery tickets
will be offered by the Government
Lottery Office through the Pao Tang
mobile application on June 2, said
government spokesman Thana-
korn Wangboonkongchana.

He said each ticket will be offered
at the retail price of 80 baht, adding
that people who buy the ticket using

the app are guaranteed transparency
and security.

The tickets will be available for pur-
chase from 6am to 11pm, or until 2pm
on the 1stand 16th of every month —
the dates when winning tickets are
drawn, he said.

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha
has told the GLO and the police to
crack down on online vendors who sell
overpriced tickets, Mr Thanakorn said.

Gen Prayut has also instructed
state officials to revoke lottery quotas
of vendors who sell the tickets above
the 80-baht legal limit, he said.

“The PM has instructed the authori-
ties to take legal action against online
agents who sell tickets at irregular
prices,” he said.

“Licensed retailers who sell tickets
to these agents should also have their
quotas revoked so they won't become

a bad influence!

On April 28, the GLO board
approved the sale of lottery tickets via
the Pao Tang application for the June
16 draw with 10,000 retail vendors
invited to join the launch.

The move follows the government's
crackdown on the online lottery ven-
dors Blue Dragon Lottery and Kong
Salak Plus, which were suspected of
selling tickets at inflated prices.

Under the plan, the GLO will
recruit registered retail vendors for
the scheme from May 3-18 from those
who received lottery quotas in 2015. It
will later invite other vendors to join,
which would increase the number of
tickets to 10-15 million per draw and
help keep the price of lottery tick-
ets down.

According to the GLO, vendors
who sell the tickets via the Pao Tang

application for a year will have their
lottery quotas renewed automatically
as an incentive. The lottery quotas
revoked for vendors who resell tickets
to online distributors will be re-allo-
cated to retailers joining the scheme.

Before the June 2 launch, the GLO
will run two tests, in a closed system,
for the May 16 and June 1 draws where
4,500 tickets will be offered via the Pao
Tang application.
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